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Cops  Bust  Five  Men  on  Prostitution  Charges 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  Police  in  Boston 
and  Bellows  Falls,  Vt.  arrested 
four  men  and  a  16-year-old  youth 
during  the  weekend  of  May  1-2  on 
charges  relating  to  prostitution 
and  the  dissemination  of  obscene 
matter. 

The  arrests,  according  to  Bos¬ 
ton  police,  follow  a  five-month  in¬ 
vestigation  by  local,  state  and 
federal  agencies  in  Vermont  and 
Massachusetts  of  the  Club  Inter¬ 
national,  a  Boston-based  organi¬ 
zation  which  advertised  escort  ser¬ 
vices  and  “Playboy  Fantasy  Par¬ 
ties”  for  its  members. 

Boston  print  and  broadcast 
media  immediately  seized  upon  the 
arrests  as  major  stories  and  issued 
reports  describing  an  international 
ring  dealing  in  child  pornography 
and  prostitution  involving  “boys 
as  young  as  13.”  At  this  time, 
however,  no  charges  involving 
pornography  depicting  minors 
have  been  filed  and  no  one  young¬ 
er  than  the  Massachusetts  legal  age 
of  consent  of  16  years  has  been  ar¬ 
rested. 

Robert  H.  Noel  and  Grahm  P. 
Teller,  both  62,  were  arrested  early 
on  May  2  when  police,  carrying  a 
search  warrant  and  accompanied 
by  a  television  crew  from  a  local 
news  program,  broke  down  the 
door  of  their  Boylston  Street 
apartment  and  found  the  two  men 
sitting  in  their  living  room.  A 
spokesperson  for  the  Boston 
Police  Department  claimed  that 
reporters  for  WNAC-TV,  which 


By  Jil  Clark 

BOSTON — A  group  of  five 
white  men  assaulted  two  white  les¬ 
bians  in  the  Fields  Corner  area  of 
Dorchester,  a  section  of  Boston, 
on  April  18.  Two  days  later,  a 
white  gay  man  leaving  the  Savin 
Hill  subway  station  at  11  p.m.  was 
beaten  by  three  white  males  about 
17  years  of  age. 

Savin  Hill,  a  predominantly 
white  neighborhood,  is  the  site  of 
frequent  racist  attacks,  one  of 
which  resulted  in  the  death  of 
William  Atkinson,  a  black  man 
who  was  bludgeoned  to  death  last 
month  as  he  waited  for  a  train  at 
Savin  Hill  station. 

The  assault  against  the  two  les¬ 
bians  seems  to  have  involved  some 
confusion  on  the  part  of  the 
assailants.  “They  thought  they 
were  queer  [male]  bashing,”  said 
Barbara,  whose  nose  was  broken 
in  the  attack. 

Barbara  and  a  friend  who  was 
living  in  Dorchester  at  the  time  of 
the  assault  were  walking  to  an  all- 
night  grocery  at  11  p.m.  when  a 
car  slowed  down  and  the  men  in  it 
began  harassing  the  women  ver¬ 
bally,  asking  them  for  “joints” 
and  street  directions,  according  to 
Barbara.  When  the  women  ig¬ 
nored  the  men,  they  called  them 
“spic”  and  “queer”  and  de¬ 
manded  to  know,  “What  are  you: 
guys  or  girls?” 

Barbara  said  she  and  her  friend 
were  “punked  out”  and  wearing 
leather. 

“The  next  thing  I  saw  was  them 
running  after  us  really  fast  with 
their  hands  behind  their  backs  like 
they  had  knives  or  something,” 
Barbara  said.  “1  stopped  because 
1  didn’t  think  1  could  outrun 
them.  Maybe  I  shouldn’t  have.” 

Barbara  estimated  the  ages  of 
the  attackers  as  ranging  from  18 
to  22. 

“They  started  punching  my 


broadcast  the  exclusive  footage  on 
both  the  evening  and  the  1 1 
o’clock  news,  were  not  invited  by 
the  police,  but  learned  of  the  im¬ 
pending  raid  by  monitoring  police 
radio  channels.  Jack  Fitzgerald, 
assistant  news  director  at  WNAC- 
TV,  told  GCN  it  would  be  “inap¬ 
propriate”  to  comment  on  his  sta¬ 
tion’s  coverage. 

The  previous  evening.  Bellows 
Falls  police,  accompanied  by  Ver¬ 
mont  state  police,  Windham 
County  (Vt.)  sheriff’s  officers, 
and  “other  law  enforcement  per¬ 
sonnel”  arrested  Robert  George 
Slee,  42,  Randy  Allen  Dean,  18, 
and  a  16-year-old  youth  at  the  An¬ 
drews  Inn  in  Bellows  Falls.  Both 
the  Andrews  Inn,  a  gay  guest 
house,  and  the  Bellows  Falls 
Police  Department  have  stated 
that  the  inn  has  no  connection 
with  Club  International  and  that 
the  arrests  in  no  way  constituted  a 
“raid”  of  the  premises. 

Noel  and  Teller  were  arraigned 
in  Boston  Municipal  Court  on 
May  3  on  charges  of  possessing 
and  intending  to  disseminate 
obscene  matter.  Noel  was  charged 
additionally  with  keeping  “a 
house  of  ill  fame  resorted  to  for 
the  purposes  of  prostitution  and 
lewdness”  and  Teller  faces  an  ad¬ 
ditional  count  of  deriving  support 
from  the  earnings  of  a  prostitute. 
Court  documents  state  that  the 
obscene  matter  in  question  is  a 
videotape  entitled  “Pacific  Coast 
Highway”  and  that  the  “house  of 
ill  fame”  referred  to  is  the  address 


friend,”  Barbara  continued. 
“There  was  nothing  1  could  do.  I 
figured  it  was  best  if  I  stayed  out 
of  the  way  so  I  could  get  help 
when  it  was  all  over.  When,  she 
went  unconscious,  I  started 
screaming,  ‘Why  are  you  doing 
this  to  her?’  When  they  heard  me 
say  ‘her,’  they  stopped  and  the 
four  of  them  split  quick.  One  guy 
asked,  ‘Is  she  alright?’  Then  he 
punched  me  in  the  face  and  broke 
my  nose.  He  had  steel  inside  his 
gloves.” 

The  women  reported  the  inci¬ 
dent  to  the  Boston  police  who 
interviewed  them  within  an  hour 
of  the  assault.  “In  my  terror,  I’d 
forgotten  all  the  details.  And  they 
[the  assailants]  had  parked  so  that 
I  couldn’t  see  the  license  plate. 
The  cops  said  all  they  could  do 
was  file  it.  In  my  opinion,  they 
should  have  been  out  cruising 
looking  for  the  car  immediately. 
Since  they  [the  assailants]  found 
out  too  late  we  are  women,  they 
may  have  a  guilty  conscience.  But 
that’s  not  enough  for  me.  I  want 
to  find  them.” 

Barbara  described  the  car 
driven  by  the  assailants  as  a  red, 
American-made,  four-door  60s 
model,  and  said  she  suspects  it  can 
be  spotted  occasionally  near  the 
Lucky  Strike  bowling  alley  across 
from  the  Fields  Corner  shopping 
center.  (Anyone  who  sees  a  car 
matching  this  description  is  urged 
to  report  the  registration  number 
to  GCN  and  to  the  police.) 

Attacks  against  lesbians  per  se 
are  reported  much  less  frequently 
than  attacks  against  gay  men. 
“There’s  not  as  much  violence 
against  lesbians  because  people 
don’t  pay  as  much  attention  to  les¬ 
bians, ’’said  KatieKenner.whohas 
worked  with  the  Rape  Action  Pro¬ 
ject  in  Boston.  “Gay  men  are 
much  more  of  a  threat  to  straight 
men  than  lesbians  are.” 


on  Boylston  Street  given  by  Noel 
and  Teller  as  their  residence. 

Both  men  were  released  on  their 
own  recognizance  pending  a  June 
1  hearing. 

Approached  by  GCN  during  a 
recess  in  the  arraignment  hearing, 
Noel  and  Teller  declined  com¬ 
ment.  Robert  Goldstein,  a  Boston 
attorney  who  represented  the  pair 
at  the  hearing,  told  GCN  on  May  4 
that  he  still  knew  very  little  of  the 
particulars  of  the  case  and  that  he 
could  offer  no  comment  at  that 
time. 

The  local  prosecutor,  Suffolk 
County  Assistant  District  At¬ 
torney  Kevin  Connelly,  told  GCN 


By  David  France 
NEW  YORK— Criminal  vio¬ 
lence  against  lesbians  and  gay  men 
has  reached  such  proportions  here 
in  the  past  two  months  that  even 
the  straight  press  reports  the 
“hunting  down  of  homosexuals” 
to  be  epidemic. 

Attacks  by  gangs  of  straight 
men  on  gays  in  the  Village  and  in 
Chelsea  so  far  this  spring  have 
crippled  and  killed  countless 
numbers  of  gay  men  in  particular, 
and  have  created  a  fear  which  is 
keeping  much  of  the  community 
indoors  and  many  individuals 


Roan  Rothman,  who  is  current¬ 
ly  working  with  the  project,  be¬ 
lieves  that  lesbians  are  subjected 
to  as  much  violence  as  gay  men 
but  the  attacks  are  not  seen  as 
having  to  do  with  lesbianism. 
“Lesbians,  along  with  all  women, 
are  abused  in  all  situations  —  on 
the  street,  in  their  homes  — 
because  they  aren’t  acting  right, 
aren’t  dressing  right.  In  fact,  the 
reason  gay  men  are  attacked  is 
that  they  are  identified  with 
women  —  weak,  therefore  de¬ 
spised.” 


on  May  4  that  most  of  the  infor¬ 
mation  he  had  on  the  case  was 
“derived  from  news  sources.” 

“I  probably  don’t  know  much 
more  than  you,”  Connelly  said. 
“All  I  know,  not  to  be  facetious,  is 
pretty  much  what  I  read  in  the 
paper.” 

Connelly’s  boss,  Suffolk  Coun¬ 
ty  District  Attorney  Newman 
Flanagan,  comes  up  for  re-election 
this  fall. 

Slee,  Dean  and  the  juvenile  were 
arraigned  on  May  3  in  Windham 
County  District  Court.  Slee  was 
charged  with  possession  of  Val¬ 
ium,  a  controlled  substance,  and 
prostitution.  Dean  was  charged 


overwhelmed  in  trying  to  fight  it. 

The  beating  of  two  men 

last  March  6  by  five 

younger  teenagers  With  baseball 
bats  resulted  in  major  skull  frac¬ 
tions  in  one  of  the  victims  and  per¬ 
manent  loss  of  vision  in  one  eye  of 
the  other.  Wayne  Purviance  and 
John  Minchic  had  been  dropped 
off  in  front  of  their  house  late 
Saturday  night  when  a  car  carry¬ 
ing  the  attackers  pulled  up  behind 
them.  They  asked  the  couple 
whether  or  not  they  were  homo¬ 
sexuals.  Purviance  and  Minchic 
did  not  answer.  The  car  began  to 
drive  away,  then  stopped  further 
down  the  street. 

The  five  youths  got  out  with 
baseball  bats  and  chased  and  beat 
the  two  men  in  an  assault  that 
lasted  nearly  ten  minutes.  Had  the 
couple’s  friends  not  returned  at 
the  sound  of  screaming,  the  attack 
would  presumably  have  resulted 
in  the  victims’  deaths.  As  the 
assailants  drove  away  in  their  car, 
they  continued  to  yell  insults  at 
other  passersby. 

All  five  were  apprehended  later 
that  night  and  are  being  charged 
with  one  count  of  first-degree 
assault  and  two  counts  of  assault 
in  the  second  degree  each.  The 
trial  of  these  men  is  being  closely 


only  with  possession  of  cocaine, 
although  police  had  originally  fil¬ 
ed  a  complaint  including  a  charge 
of  prostitution.  The  youth  was 
charged  with  prostitution.  Slee,  a 
Canadian  national  whom  Bellows 
Falls  police  say  is  wanted  by  police 
in  Toronto  on  18  separate  drug 
and  sex-related  charges,  is  being 
held  at  the  Woodstock  Communi¬ 
ty  Correctional  Center  in  lieu  of 
$100,000  cash  bail.  The  youth, 
who  is  currently  being  handled  as 
an  adult  criminal,  was  imprisoned 
at  Woodstock  for  lack  of  $50,000 
bail;  he  was  released  on  May  6  on 
reduced  bail  of  $10,000. 

Continued  on  page  13 


watched  by  organizations  like  the 
Chelsea  Gay  Association  (CGA) 
in  an  attempt  both  to  publically 
recognize  the  increasing  frequency 
of  such  attacks  and  to  insure  that 
the  courts  treat  violence  against 
gay  people  as  a  criminal  offense. 
At  the  last  hearing  on  the  case  on 
April  28,  when  the  defendants 
each  pleaded  not  guilty,  claiming 
mistaken  identity,  some  15  gay 
men  were  present  in  a  show  of 
concern  in  the  case. 

Bob  Downing,  a  student  at 
Pace  University  and  columnist  for 
the  New  York  Native,  said  that 
the  presence  of  concerned  gay 
people  at  the  trial  has  an  impor¬ 
tant  effect  on  the  way  the  courts 
approach  a  case.  “I  talked  with 
one  judge  who  said  that  he  can  no 
longer  try  lesbian  and  gay  cases 
with  impunity,”  said  Downing, 
“because  of  the  monitoring  and 
the  articles  in  the  Native.” 

Downing  and  others  have  estab¬ 
lished  such  rapport  with  members 
of  the  New  York  City  court 
system  that  they  are  immediately 
recognized  by  judges  and  assistant 
district  attorneys  as  concerned 
members  of  the  gay  community. 
John  Hogan,  the  assistant  district 
attorney  working  on  the  Pur- 

Continued  on  page  13 


Susan  Fleischmann 


Disabled  people  and  their  supporters  demonstrated  on  April  30  outside  the  Haymarket  subway  station 
in  Boston.  Organized  by  the  Disabled  Liberation  Front  and  the  Massachusetts  Coalition  of  Citizens 
with  Disabilities,  the  protest  targetted  the  failure  to  provide  access  for  the  disabled  on  the  city’s  bus  and 
subway  system.  The  Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority  recently  cancelled  plans  to  buy  buses 
with  steps  which  can  be  lowered  for  persons  in  wheelchairs  or  on  crutches. 


Lesbians  Attacked  in  Boston 


New  Yorkers  See  Sharp  Rise 
In  Homophobic  Violence 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“The  old  image  of  the  gay  was  gay  radicals 
and  transvestites.  Now  it’s  someone  who  drives  a 
Maserati  and  has  an  Advent  TV  screen.” 

—Advertising  representative  and  marketing  con¬ 
sultant  Joe  DiSabato  in  “Tapping  the  Homosexual 
Market”  by  Karen  Stabiner  in  the  New  York  Times 
Magazine  for  May  2,  1982. 


a  form  of  emancipation 

THE  HAGUE,  The  Netherlands  —  While  the  U.S. 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service  fights  to  keep 
alien  gay  men  and  lesbians  out  of  the  country,  the 
Dutch  government  has  agreed  that  homosexuals  can 
seek  refuge  from  persecution  in  Holland. 

The  bulletin  of  the  International  Gay  Association 
reports  that  the  Dutch  State  Council,  the  country’s 
highest  judicial  body,  has  ruled  in  the  case  of  a  gay 
refugee  from  Poland  that  the  Geneva  Refugee  Treaty 
permits  official  refugee  status  and  a  residence  permit 
for  gay  people  fleeing  persecution  in  their  own  coun¬ 
tries. 

Holland  is  the  first  country  in  the  world  to  extend 
the  Geneva  Treaty  to  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

But  refugee  status  in  general,  the  bulletin  points 
out,  is  difficult  to  obtain  in  Holland  and  in  practice  gay 
refugees  from  European  countries  and  the  United 
States  are  not  likely  to  obtain  it.  The  bulletin  says 
refugees  from  countries  like  Iran  and  Argentina  are 
more  likely  to  be  accepted. 

The  State  Council  ruling  follows  a  resolution  to 
the  same  effect  passed  last  year  by  the  Dutch  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

The  Dutch  delegate  to  the  High  Commission  for 
Refugees  in  Geneva  called  the  State  Council  decision 
"not  revolutionary  but  a  form  of  emancipation.” 

The  Polish  refugee  in  whose  case  the  ruling  was 
made  was  nevertheless  refused  refugee  status  be¬ 
cause  his  case  was  found  to  be  weak. 


literary  lesbianism 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Poetry,  short  stories  and 
autobiographical  sketches  are  being  sought  for  a 
short  anthology  of  lesbian  literature. 

Designed  for  lesbian  and  gay  literature  classes, 
women’s  studies  classes  and  general  readers,  the 
anthology  will  be  devoted  mainly  to  previously  un¬ 
published  works,  although  a  few  recently-published 
pieces  may  be  reprinted. 

Stories  and  sketches  submitted  should  be  no 
longer  than  15  pages.  July  1  has  been  set  as  a  ten¬ 
tative  deadline. 

Send  entries  to  Peg  Cruikshank,  Box  L  256, 
Department  of  English,  City  College  of  San  Francisco, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94112. 


fraternity  asses 

GAINESVILLE,  FL  —  A  fraternity  at  the  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Florida  here  has  been  found  guilty  of  “conduct 
unbecoming  a  fraternity”  after  a  student  newspaper 
published  a  photograph  of  several  of  its  members  ex¬ 
posing  their  naked  buttocks. 

The  Weekly  News,  a  lesbian  and  gay  newspaper 
in  Miami,  reports  that  18  members  of  Sigma  Phi  Ep¬ 
silon  have  been  either  expelled  from  their  organiza¬ 
tion  or  barred  from  fraternity  activities  after  posing 
above  a  banner  reading  “UFLAGS  have  no  Reitz.  Ha! 
Ha!  Ha!  Ha!”  with  the  “L”  of  UFLAGS  crossed  out. 
The  fraternity  itself  was  censored  by  the  Intrafrater¬ 
nity  Council. 

UFLAGS,  the  University  of  Florida  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Society,  was  recently  notified  that  it  will  no 


icelandic  feminism 

REYKJAVIK,  Iceland  —  A  group  of  Icelandic 
women  has  planned  to  offer  all-female  slates  of  city 
council  candidates  for  this  fall’s  elections. 

The  Swedish  newspaper  Dagens  Nyheter  re¬ 
ported  that  an  organization  with  headquarters  in  the 
capital  city  of  Reykjavik  will  urge  citizens  arund  the 
country  to  vote  for  the  women’s  ticket  to  put  an  end  to 
male  politicians’  inaction  in  such  areas  as  childcare 
facilities. 

“Our  action  is  a  political  protest  that  the  people 
must  take  seriously,”  said  Solrun  Hallgrimsdotter,  a 
member  of  the  group. 


june  12  rally 

BOSTON  —  Growing  numbers  of  lesbian  and  gay 
individuals  and  organizations  are  committing  them¬ 
selves  to  participating  in  the  disarmament  rally 
scheduled  to  take  place  at  United  Nations  head¬ 
quarters  in  New  York  on  June  12  to  coincide  with  the 
UN’s  Second  Special  Session  on  Disarmament. 

“As  gay  men  and  lesbians,”  says  the  Lesbian/ 
Gay  Disarmament  Task  Force  of  Boston,  “we  have  a 
special  perspective  on  the  connections  between 
militarism  and  social  oppression.  We  know  that  those 
political  and  military  leaders  who  advocate  war  most 
strongly  are  also  leading  and  supporting  the  attacks 
on  gay  men  and  lesbians.  We  also  see  that  a  society 
which  promotes  militarism  promotes  male  domina¬ 
tion  and  rigid  sex  roles. . . .  But  as  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians,  we  have  learned  that  it  is  possible  to  make 
dramatic  changes.” 

Buses  to  the  rally  specifically  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians  will  leave  the  Boston  Common  at  6:30  a.m.  on 
June  12  and  leave  New  York  at  6:30  p.m.  that  after¬ 
noon.  Since  space  is  limited,  tickets  should  be  bought 
as  early  as  possible.  The  cost  of  the  trip  is  $20.  For 
more  information  and  to  arrange  for  tickets,  call 
Nancy  at  (617)  497-6754.  Be  sure  to  specify  that  you 
are  interested  in  going  on  a  lesbian  and  gay  bus. 

A  benefit  dance  for  the  rally  will  be  held  at  8:00 
p.m.  on  May  27  at  the  Pipeline  Bar  at  9  Lansdowne  St., 
across  from  Fenway  Park.  A  donation  of  $2.00  is  re¬ 
quested. 

The  Boston  Lesbian/Gay  Task  Force  would  like  to 
hear  from  gay  groups  and  individuals  in  other  parts  of 
the  country  who  are  planning  to  be  at  the  rally.  Write 
them  at  GCN,  Box  543,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108  or  call  Cathy  at  (617)  661-0974. 

New  members  are  encouraged  to  attend  the 
meetings  of  the  Task  Force,  which  are  held  from  7:30 
to  9:00  at  355  Boylston  St.  on  the  fourth  floor. 


longer  be  allowed  to  occupy  a  small  office  in  the  stu¬ 
dent  union,  Reitz  Hall,  that  it  had  used  for  over  a  year 
(see  GCN,  Vol.  9,  No.  30). 

UFLAGS  Has  filed  suit  against  the  university, 
charging  denial  of  free  speech,  free  association  and 
equal  protection  under  the  law,  after  university  of¬ 
ficials  rejected  an  out-of-court  settlement  by  which 
UFLAGS’s  office  space  would  be  restored.  The  settle¬ 
ment  also  called  for  the  university  to  admit  its  error  in 
ousting  the  group  and  to  write  a  letter  condemning 
the  actions  of  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon. 

During  Gay  Awareness  Week  last  year,  another 
fraternity  at  the  university,  Kappa  Alpha,  set  up  a  table 
on  campus  with  signs  calling  for  “public  execution  of 
queers."  Bruce  McCoy,  a  member  of  UFLAGS,  receiv¬ 
ed  a  death  threat  during  the  same  week. 


avoiding  roles 

SAN  DIEGO  —  There  is  much  less  violence  be¬ 
tween  lesbian  and  gay  lovers  than  between  hetero¬ 
sexual  couples,  according  to  a  recent  study,  and  when 
violence  does  occur  between  gay  lovers,  it  is  asso¬ 
ciated  with  rigid  gender  roles  and  other  forms  of  in¬ 
equality. 

Presented  in  May  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Pacific  Sociological  Association  by  psychotherapists 
Laud  Humphreys  and  Brian  Miller,  the  study  was  bas¬ 
ed  on  investigations  of  242  lesbian  and  gay  victims  of 
violence.  Six  percent  of  the  men  and  women  studied 
had  been  attacked  by  their  lovers  and  the  remainder 
by  queer  bashers. 

“When  gay  couples  are  violent,  masculine-femin¬ 
ine  role  playing  is  the  strongest  characteristic,”  Hum¬ 
phreys  says.  “Other  power  divisions  such  as  financial 
and  racial  inequality  also  correlate  with  couple  vio¬ 
lence.” 

The  study  found  that  jealousy  and  the  use  of 
alcohol  were  factors  in  almost  all  of  the  cases  of  gay 
violence. 

Humphreys  and  Miller  caution  that  figures  on  vio¬ 
lence  between  gay  lovers  may  be  inaccurate  because 
lesbians  and  gay  men  are  more  reluctant  to  report 
quarrels  to  the  police.  But  more  fundamentally,  gay 
and  lesbian  couples  are  not  bound  by  marriage  and 
social  pressure  and  can  separate  more  easily  than 
heterosexual  couples  without  resorting  to  violence. 

“Violence  in  lesbian  and  gay  couples,”  the  study 
concludes,  “can  be  reduced  by  avoiding  rigid  gender 
roles  and  achieving  greater  equality  in  relationships.” 


a  different  breed 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  A  group  of  lesbians  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  possibility  of  becoming  mothers  through 
artificial  insemination  is  looking  for  sperm  donors. 

For  additional  information,  write  Women’s  Law 
Collective,  attention:  Alternative  Fertilization  Group, 
P.O.  Box  125,  Cambridge,  MA  02139. 


same  old  shit 

LONDON  —  The  British  Ministry  of  Defense  has 
denied  reports  that  this  country’s  military  has 
adopted  a  more  lenient  policy  concerning  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  homosexual  soldiers. 

London  Gay  News  reports  that  in  response  to  a 
letter  from  activist  Mike  Jarrett,  military  officials  said 
lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the  armed  forces  could  still 
be  court  martialled  for  engaging  in  homosexual  ac¬ 
tivities.  “The  law  remains  unchanged,”  the  official  let¬ 
ter  stated,  “but  Commanding  Officers  have  been 
reminded  that  they  do  have  flexibility  in  the  handling 
of  homosexual  offenses  within  their  unit.” 

After  press  reports  of  the  more  lenient  policy  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  9,  No.  31),  Jarrett  had  written  officials 
demanding  the  immediate  release  of  all  service  per¬ 
sonnel  currently  being  detained  for  homosexual  acts. 
The  press  reports  were  misinformed  speculation,  of¬ 
ficials  replied. “It  remains  the  case  that  where  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  merit  trial  by  court  martial,  this  will  take 
place.  There  is  therefore  no  question  of  retrospective 
action  to  release  those  undergoing  detention  or  im¬ 
prisonment  for  such  offenses.” 


another  country 

SOLO,  Indonesia  —  After  almost  a  year  of  discus¬ 
sion  and  planning,  three  gay  men  have  formed  In¬ 
donesia’s  first  gay  organization. 

According  to  a  press  release,  the  founding  of 
Lambda  Indonesia  resulted  in  part  from  increasing 
coverage  of  lesbian  and  gay  issues  by  the  straight 
press,  particularly  the  public  marriage  of  two  Jakarta 
lesbians  in  May  1981. 

Although  no  lesbians  showed  interest  in  found¬ 
ing  LI,  its  three  founders  hope  their  efforts  will  spark 
similar  efforts  in  the  lesbian  community. 

The  group  plans  to  seek  greater  coverage  of  gay 
issues  in  the  straight  press  and,  eventually,  to  publish 
its  own  newsletter. 

LI  founders  envision  the  forming  of  local  lesbian 
and  gay  organizations  throughout  the  country  and 
hope  for  suppport  from  mainstream  human  rights 
groups.  A  national  counselling  program  has  been 
discussed  as  well  as  the  possibility  of  a  gay  rights 
law. 

Organizational  questions  yet  to  be  answered  in¬ 
clude  Li’s  relation  to  the  lesbian  community  and  with 
the  waria  movement.  Warias,  transvestite  homosex¬ 
uals  and  transsexuals,  became  organized  in  the  late 
1960s,  largely  through  the  efforts  of  the  radical  gover¬ 
nor  of  Jakarta,  Ali  Sakikin. 

LI  would  like  to  get  in  touch  with  gay  and  lesbian 
groups  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  They  need  ideas, 
books  to  start  a  library,  funds  and  good  wishes.  Their 
address  is  Lambda  Indonesia,  do  Chandra  Djatmika, 
P.O.  Box  122,  Solo,  Central  Java,  Indonesia.  LI  is 
represented  in  this  country  by  th6  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  Monitoring  Group,  Attention  Steve  Forgione, 
415  West  23rd  St.  11F,  New  York,  NY  10011. 


News  Notes  compiled  this  week  by  David  Morris. 
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News  Analysis 


‘A  Lack  of  Focus’:  The  Days  of  Resistance 


By  David  France 

The  All  People’s  Congress  (APC),  probably  the  most  pro¬ 
mising  progressive,  grass-roots  political-action  coalition  in 
this  country  since  the  movement  of  the  ’60s,  just  brought  to 
a  close  its  most  ambitious  national  undertaking  to  date: 
“the  National  Days  of  Resistance  to  Overturn  the  Reagan 
Program.” 

Plagued  by  sparse  attendance  and  slim  news  coverage,  the 
more  than  100  demonstrations  held  during  the  week  of  April 

Larry  Peterson:  “It  wasn  't  so  much 
that  people  weren  *t  ready  to  protest, 
but  that  they  wanted  a  more  concrete 
thing  to  mobilize  around.  ” 

23  through  May  1  were  watched  closely  by  APC  critics  and 
supporters  alike  to  see,  if  nothing  else,  what  the  organizers 
actually  had  in  mind. 


A  small  but  vocal  crowd  of  demonstrators  protested  out¬ 
side  the  State  House  in  Boston  on  April  28  as  part  of  the 
Days  of  Resistance.  Organized  by  the  Lesbian/Gay  Focus 

The  Days  of  Resistance  was  a  concept  presented  to  the 
founding  conference  of  the  APC  last  October,  where  it  was 
suggested  that  the  mobilization  be  taken  up  to  bring  all  the 
demands  of  that  coalition  together  in  a  series  of  nationally 
coordinated,  locally  planned  actions.  The  first  part  of  the 
week  would  be  divided  into  focal  groups:  seniors  and  dis¬ 
abled  would  have  a  single  day  of  resistance;  women  would 
have  a  day;  and  lesbians  and  gay  men  would  have  a  day  in 
which  “anti-gay  bigotry”  would  be  confronted. 

The  separate  actions,  the  plan  went,  would  build  momen¬ 
tum  for  the  “mass  march  on  Washington”  where  local 
demands  would  be  compiled  into  one  massive  anti-Reagan 
message.  The  significant  fact  of  the  action  was  that  local 
demonstrations,  though  not  overwhelming,  proved  far 
more  successful  in  drawing  people  and  attention  than  did 
the  Washington  march. 


As  witnessed  by  the  lesbian  and  gay 
Days  of  Resistance  and  by  the  May 
Day  march,  where  some  25  percent  of 
the  demonstrators  marched  as  out-of- 
the-closet  gays,  we  seem  to  have 
become  a  primary  focus  in  the  present 
protest  movement. 


“I  would  say  that  there  were  between  five  and  eight  thou¬ 
sand  demonstrators  present  in  Washington,”  said  Eric 
Jackson,  one  of  APC’s  organizers  for  the  event.  The  Wash- 
ington-area  Department  of  Parks  estimated  as  few  as  2,100, 
however,  and  Jackson  was  as  baffled  by  the  small  turnout  as 
everyone  else.  “It  could  be  that  the  Southern  region  was 
demonstrating  in  Knoxville  instead,”  he  said,  where  Reagan 
was  giving  a  convocation  address  to  the  World’s  Fair,  which 
opened  the  same  day. 

But  some  veteran  demonstrators  had  different  impres¬ 
sions.  “The  purposes  of  the  march  were  too  broad  and 
vague;  in  a  sense,  meaningless,”  said  Larry  Peterson,  a 
representative  of  the  (New  York  City)  Committee  of  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  (CLGMS)  to  the  APC.  “Roll 
back  Reaganism”  was  the  slogan  for  the  Days  of  Resistance, 
a  slogan  which,  according  to  the  literature  distributed  to  an¬ 
nounce  the  event,  symbolized  a  call  for  an  end  to  the 
Reaganite  policies  of  racism,  sexism,  anti-gay  bigotry,  anti¬ 
union  practices,  intervention  abroad  and  social  service  cut¬ 


backs  at  home.  “It  wasn’t  so  much  that  people  weren’t 
ready  to  protest,  but  they  wanted  a  more  concrete  thing  to 
mobilize  around,”  added  Peterson. 

Peterson  cited  last  month’s  demonstration  in  Washington 
to  protest  U.S.  involvement  in  El  Salvador  as  an  example  of 
a  specific  issue  to  organize  around .  Estimates  were  as  high  as 
50,000  demonstrators  for  that  event. 

The  coordination  of  this  action  with  the  international 
May  Day  demonstrations  might  have  given  a  perfect  tool  for 
organizing,  but  APC  avoided  the  connections.  Mentioned 
in  passing  by  only  a  few  speakers,  the  rally  was  instead 
devoted  to  familiar  APC  speakers  reading  familiar  APC 
speeches  which  attempted  to  address  all  aspects  of  oppres¬ 
sion  from  all  sorts  of  angles.  “I  think  that  there  is  an 
assumption  [on  the  part  of  the  APC  organizers]  that  if  you 
mention  May  Day,  say  it  outright,  then  you’ll  get  smeared  as 
a  Red  and  that  will  be  it.  The  problem  with  that  is  that  they 
underestimate  the  intelligence  of  the  people  that  the  demon¬ 
stration  was  aimed  at,”  Peterson  said.  “It  was  an  insult.” 


of  APC,  the  demonstration  was  directed  against  racism, 
with  one  sign  referring  specifically  to  the  recent  killing  of 
William  Atkinson,  a  black  man,  by  white  youths. 

People  were  generally  more  pleased,  however,  about  the 
turnout  across  the  country  for  local  actions  in  the  April  28 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Day  of  Resistance  and  its  ability  to  solicit 
organizing  efforts  from  the  community  answer  to  specific 
issues  and  draw  crowds.  Dozens  of  cities  planned  actions 
ranging  from  marches  to  public  forums. 

In  New  York,  the  city  with  the  largest  participation,  a 
march  winding  through  Greenwich  Village  demanded  an 
end  to  anti-lesbian  and  anti-gay  violence  and  police  com¬ 
pliance,  and  the  immediate  passage  of  city,  state  and  na¬ 
tional  rights  bills.  “It  was  a  spirited  demonstration  of  our 
anger,”  said  Andy  Mosso  of  the  Lavender  Left.  The  anger 
became  particularly  strong  in  front  of  the  Moral  Majority 
Church  and  at  the  steps  of  Mayor  Koch’s  home  in  the 
Village. 

In  Detroit,  the  Federal  Building  was  targetted  by  a  modest 
crowd  of  demonstrators  who  called  for  an  end  to  govern¬ 
ment  sexism  and  bigotry  in  employment  practices.  Willis  X. 
Harris,  an  APC  organizer  there  who  is  not  a  member  of  the 
coalition’s  Lesbian  and  Gay  Focus,  told  GCN  that  “It  was 
one  of  the  first  demonstrations  here  in  Detroit  of  its  kind.  A 
lot  of  citizens  here  didn’t  even  know  that  the  problem  of  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  oppression  existed.  There  were  maybe  two  or 
three  hundred  onlookers  who  were  acquainted  [for  the  first 
time]  with  the  Family  Protection  Act  and  with  the  problems 
that  gay  and  lesbian  men  and  women  face  in  employment 
and  housing.”  The  picket  lasted  for  nearly  two  hours. 

The  San  Francisco  Lesbian  and  Gay  Focus  held  a  march 
which  focussed  on  opposition  to  the  FPA.  In  Albany,  NY, 
students  protested  the  presence  and  the  bigotted  practices  of 
the  ROTC  on  state  university  campuses.  About  30  people 
gathered  in  Boston  to  demand  an  end  to  racist  and  homo- 


Gwendolyn  Rogers:  “What  kind  of 
system  is  it  that  encourages  lesbian 
and  gay  oppression  while  supporting 
the  racist  system  of  apartheid  in 
South  Africa?” 

phobic  violence. 

Washington,  DC,  staged  a  rally  at  the  national  offices  of 
the  Moral  Majority.  Tampa-area  Floridians  organized  that 
city’s  first  lesbian  and  gay  rally.  Demonstrators  in  Atlanta 
mourned  the  killing  of  a  black  transvestite  by  the  police. 
And  many  other  cities  turned  out  in  support  both  of  their 
communities  and  of  the  work  of  the  APC. 


As  witnessed  by  the  lesbian  and  gay  Day  of  Resistance  and 
by  the  May  Day  march,  where  some  25  percent  of  the  dem¬ 
onstrators  marched  as  out-of-the-closet  gays,  we  seem  to 
have  become  a  primary  focus  in  the  present  protest  move¬ 
ment. 

The  APC,  also  known  as  the  People’s  Anti-War  Mobil¬ 
ization  (PAM),  has  taken  unprecedented  step  by  in¬ 
cluding  violence  toward  and  discrimination  against  lesbians 
and  gay  men  in  the  roster.  Begun  in  1979  by  a  call  from 
Workers  World  Party  to  create  a  united  front  of  all  those  af¬ 
fected  by  the  conservative  swing  of  the  government,  APC 
has  stressed  the  interconnectedness  of  heterosexism  to 
racism,  sexism  and  the  oppression  of  the  poor,  the  young, 
the  old  and  the  disabled. 

“What  kind  of  system  is  it  that  encourages  lesbian  and 
gay  oppression  while  supporting  the  racist  system  of  apar¬ 
theid  in  South  Africa?”  asks  Gwendolyn  Rogers,  lesbian 
spokesperson  for  the  National  Board  of  the  APC.  “It  is  a 
system  which  is  founded  on  oppression  and  divisions.  It  is  a 
system  which  does  not  represent  the  people.  We  refuse  to  be 
divided  by  racism,  by  sexism  or  classism,”  she  said  last 
Saturday  in  a  rousing,  but  by  now  familiar,  speech  from  the 
rally  platform.  And  she  was  well  received  by  listeners,  gay 
and  straight  alike. 

Whether  the  overwhelming  presence  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men  at  the  various  APC  events  can  be  attributed  to  that 
group’s  ability  to  organize  individuals  within  our  com¬ 
munities,  or  is  more  a  sign  of  their  skill  in  working  with  ex¬ 
isting  lesbian  and  gay  organizations,  is  debatable.  Most  of 
the  participants  in  the  Washington  march  seemed  to  be 
representatives  of  one  group  or  another  —  Salsa  Soul 
Sisters,  Black  and  White  Men  Together,  the  New  York  City 
Union  of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men,  Dykes  Against  Racism 
Everywhere  and  CLGMS,  to  name  the  more  visible  —  but 
they  were  not  without  critical  evaluations  of  the  event’s 
organization.  “There  was  a  bit  of  an  attempt  to  over¬ 
organize  this  thing,”  said  Peterson,  which  resulted  in  a  sense 
of  alienation  of  many  groups  from  the  coalition.  Although 
he  does  not  see  the  APC  as  exclusionary,  he  has  noticed  as  a 
member  of  the  national  steering  committee  that  organiza¬ 
tional  involvement  in  the  APC  has  dwindled  since  early  last 
year. 

“It’s  not  going  to  be  a  movement  demonstration,”  Phil 


Ian  Daniels:  “The  problem  is  that 
we  have  concepts  of  what  a  mass 
movement  should  be  which  didn't 
coincide  with  what  their  [Workers 
World  Party's]  notions  were. .  .  .  Our 
notion  was  that  everyone  should  find 
a  way  to  work  together,  on  all  levels 
of  the  organization  —  from  leader¬ 
ship  to  making  sure  things  get  done  — 
and  that's  the  united  front  which  we 
were  seeking.  ” 


Allen,  APC  organizer,  said  prior  to  the  march,  referring  to 
organizations  and  individuals  already  active  politically. 
“It’s  not  that  we  don’t  want  them,  it’s  just  that  they  have 
not  shown  great  interest  in  the  thing  to  date.” 

On  the  local  level,  a  number  of  leftist  organizations  have 
been  asked  to  leave  the  coalition.  Ian  Daniels  of  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  Socialist  League  (RSL),  an  organization  with  a 
strong  stance  on  lesbian  and  gay  rights  and  a  history  of 
coalition  work  in  the  gay  community,  says  that  RSL  was  ex¬ 
pelled  from  local  planning  in  Chicago  and  New  York.  “The 
problem,”  said  Daniels,  “is  that  we  have  concepts  of  what  a 
mass  movement  should  be  which  didn’t  coincide  with  what 
their  [Workers  World  Party’s]  notions  were. . . .  Our  notion 
was  that  everyone  should  find  a  way  to  work  together,  on  all 
levels  of  the  organization  —  from  leadership  to  merely  mak¬ 
ing  sure  things  get  done  —  and  that’s  the  united  front  which 
we  were  seeking.” 

Many  of  the  other  groups  expelled  were  left  parties  which 
voiced  similar  complaints  with  the  internal  structure  of  the 
coalition. 

While  APC  may  lack  an  ability  to  coalesce  with  other 
political  tendencies,  it  excels  in  its  ability  to  draw  con¬ 
tingents  of  Third  World  people,  of  lesbians  and  gay  men,  of 
women  and  of  the  disabled,  which  complement  each  other 
in  size  and  militancy.  “The  [Washington]  march  was  very, 
very  well  balanced,  with  a  broad  spectrum  in  the  crowd, 
which  is  very  true  of  what  the  APC  has  done  in  the  past,” 
said  Peterson.  There  were  at  least  as  many  women  as  men 
present,  almost  as  many  Third  World  people  as  other  and 
the  facilities  for  the  disabled  made  their  contingent  larger 
than  most  demonstrations  are  equipped  for. 

If  nothing  else,  the  Days  of  Resistance  constituted  a  test 
of  the  APC’s  ability  to  organize:  a  test  whose  results  can 
only  be  measured  by  the  acceptance  the  organization 
receives  in  the  future.  Its  efforts  may  prove  invaluable  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  not  only  by  validating  the 
demands  within  the  movement  for  our  visibility,  but  also  by 
incorporating  those  demands  into  a  general  analysis  of  op¬ 
pression  which  goes  beyond  civil  rights  questions.  What  lies 
ahead  is  the  need  for  assurance  that  the  coalition  can  learn 
from  its  failures  as  effectively  as  it  has  learned  from  its  suc¬ 
cess. 
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Community 

the  danes  and  the 
jews 

To  the  Editor, 

In  her  interview  with  Jil  Clark  ( GCN ,  May  1 , 
1982)  Gloria  Greenfield  states  that  when  she  was 
in  Copenhagen  so  many  lesbians  wanted  to  feel 
her  hair  because  *‘I  was  ...  the  Jew  that  they’d 
never  experienced  because  the  Danes  let  their 
Jews  get  killed.”  Whatever  the  state  of  Ms. 
Greenfield’s  hair,  the  last  part  of  that  statement 
cannot  be  allowed  to  go  uncorrected,  since  it  has 
absolutely  nothing  to  do  with  the  truth. 

The  facts,  as  drawn  from  Lucy  Dawidowicz’s 
The  War  Against  the  Jews  (New  York,  1975)  are 
these.  About  8000  Jews  lived  in  Denmark  at  the 
time  of  the  German  occupation,  comprising  .2 
percent  of  the  population.  Despite  efforts  by  the 
Germans  to  convince  the  Danes  that  their  Jews 
were  an  alien  element,  Jews  remained  under  the 
protection  of  the  government.  There  was  no  anti- 
Jewish  legislation,  no  Jewish  property  was  seized, 
and  no  Jews  were  deprived  of  their  positions  with 
the  government. 

As  elsewhere  in  Europe,  the  Germans  did  try  to 
deport  the  Jews.  A  roundup  was  scheduled  for 
Oct.  I,  1943,  ‘‘but  in  an  extraordinary  operation 
involving  the  whole  Danish  people  and  the  agree¬ 
ment  of  the  Swedish  government,  nearly  all 
Danish  Jews  were  hidden  and  then  ferried  across 
to  Sweden  where  they  remained  in  safety  until  the 
end  of  the  war.”  The  Germans  did  manage  to 
find  about  400  Jews.  These  were  sent  to  There- 
sienstadt  (the  German  “model  camp”)  where, 
because  of  the  persistent  interest  of  the  Danish 
government  to  their  fate,  they  remained.  None 
was  sent  to  a  death  camp. 

As  we  all  have  an  obligation  to  remember  the 
holocaust,  so  too  do  we  have  an  obligation  to 
remember  those  who  risked  their  lives  in  opposi¬ 
tion  to  it.  Since  the  Danish  operation  to  save  the 
Jews  was  virtually  unique,  it  is  all  the  more  ap¬ 
palling  that  Ms.  Greenfield  should  casually  ac¬ 
cuse  the  Danes  of  complicity  in  murder. 

Lee  Riccardi 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 

a  wonderful  lady 

Dear  GCN, 

Thank  you  mightily  for  your  article  on  Buffy 
Dunker.  For  the  past  three  years  1  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  knowing  a  lady  who,  like  Ms.  Dunker, 
was  a  wife,  a  mother  and  a  proud  lesbian.  We  met 
while  she  was  confined  to  a  senior  citizen’s  home 
at  the  age  of  75.  Knowing  that  I  was  gay  and 
feeling  somewhat  shy  because  t  was  a  male,  she 
finally  confided  in  me.  She  had  been  gay  earlier 
in  life  but  society  caused  her  to  marry  and  raise  a 
family,  closeting  her  real  self. 

During  our  short  but  beneficial  friendship  I 
enjoyed  visiting  her  rather  than  going  to  the  bars, 
etc.  Many  times  1  would  take  her  to  the  local  gay 
1  park  where  she  enjoyed  talking  to  other  lesbians 
who  were  shocked  and  excited  to  meet  such  a  real 
and  wonderful  lady. 

1  urge  anyone  knowing  a  senior  gay  to  spend 
more  time  together.  You  won’t  know  how 
refreshing  a  different  kind  of  relationship  can  be. 
Mine  I  will  always  treasure. 

My  friend  passed  away  one  month  ago. 

Kevin  Litsey 
Terminal  Island,  CA 

nothing  wrong 
with  it 

Dear  GCN, 

I  really  like  your  paper  and  cannot  understand 
many  of  the  trivial  and  ridiculous  complaints  peo¬ 
ple  often  send  to  Community  Voices.  As  a  point 
of  interest,  I  see  nothing  wrong  with  the  name  of 
your  paper,  as  I  believe  lesbians  are  just  as  gay  as  I 
am.  Keep  up  the  good  work. 

Fred  Biskal 

Features 

Editor 

Gay  Community  News  is 

looking  for  a  Features 
Editor.  Editing  and  writ¬ 
ing  skills  necessary  as 
well  as  a  commitment  to 
feminism  and  social  change. 
Responsible  for  regular 
features  and  monthly  book 
supplements.  Low  salary, 
medical  benefits.  June  1 
opening.  Address  inquiries 
and  resumes  to  Amy  Hoff¬ 
man,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
(617)  426-4469 


Voices - 

mom-boy  love 

To  the  Editors: 

No  doubt  you  all  saw  the  item  in  last  week’s 
papers  about  the  poor  Cape  Cod  mother  who 
pleaded  guilty  to  sex  with  minor  boys.  I  thought 
the  controversy  was  limited  to  man-boy  love. 
Now  it  spreads  to  include  Mom-boy  love.  1  fear 
that  the  next  wave  will  be  state  prosecutions  of 
large  numbers  of  women  who  have  sex  with  boys, 
and  new  prisons  built  to  absorb  them  all,  etc. 

So  I  write  you  to  announce  that  I  have  rewritten 
the  end  of  that  classic  play,  Tea  and  Sympathy. 
After  the  Deborah  Kerr  character  has  sex  with  the 
young  fellow,  she  hears  knocking  on  her  door.  - 
It’s  Lily  Law.  She  sits,  as  Deborah  always  did, 
demurely. 

“But,  officers,  I  only  was  trying  to  help  him 
become  a  man,  to  help  him  overcome  his  doubts 
and  fears  about  .  .  .” 

“Yea,  yea,  yea,  lady.  You  can  tell  it  to  the 
Judge.  Now  where  do  you  keep  your  pornog¬ 
raphy?” 

Deborah  Kerr  is  carted  away,  tried,  convicted 
and  imprisoned.  Then  she  turns  into  a  Susan  Hay¬ 
ward  character  and  that’s  another  story. 

So  look  forward  to  the  new  truth  that  speaks  to 
today.  Soon  to  hit  the  boards. 

Wet  kisses, 

Bunny  Larue 
69  Memory  Lane 
Somerville,  MA 


good  news 

Dear  GCN, 

Not  many  imates  in  the  Correctional  System 
write  about  the  good  things  that  happen  in  their 
lives  so  this  may  be  a  first. 

My  first  article  written  for  GCN  was  titled  “I 
am  a  Womyn  in  Prison.”  Since  then,  many  events 
have  taken  place. 

I  have  met  a  womyn  whom  I  have  fallen  in  love 
with  and  her  with  me.  She  was  released  Feb.  1, 
1982  and  has  stood  by  me  faithfully  all  the  way. 
We  have  made  solid  plans  to  be  reunited  upon  my 
release. 

At  the  time  of  my  last  article  I  was  still  serving 
time  at  the  medium  security  unit.  I  am  now  at  the 
minimum  security  unit  called  Forest  Hills,  there  is 
a  lot  more  freedom  here.  I  am  working  as  the 
Canteen  Operator  which  is  an  honor  job  with 
many  responsibilities  and  I  earn  $30  a  month. 

April  9  I  received  a  letter  from  Parole  and  Pro¬ 
bation  reducing  my  recent  parole  date  of  April 
1986  to  October  of  1983.  1  will  be  sent  to  work 
release  in  April  1983  to  take  my  first  step  back  in¬ 
to  society  before  I  start  my  parole. 

After  five  years  of  incarceration  this  news  was  a 
great  relief  and  one  long  waited  for.  I  am  looking 
forward  to  my  release  and  to  the  reunion  with  my 
lover.  This  last  year  will  be  nothing  compared  to 
the  five  already  behind  me. 

I  wanted  to  share  my  good  fortune  with  other 
inmates.  Never  give  up  on  hope  and  always  stay 
strong  in  your  fight  for  freedom. 

To  GCN  I  give  my  deepest  thanks  for  your  help 
and  support  to  prisoners  all  over  and  my  best 
wishes  go  out  to  your  staff  and  to  your  readers. 

One  day  soon  I  will  no  longer  be  “a  womyn  in 
prison.” 

Pamel  Willis 

Florida  Correctional  Institution 
Lowell,  FL 


interpreted  for  the 
sign-impaired 

Dear  GCN, 

I  am  the  person  who  told  the  German  measles 
joke  at  the  Lesbian  Cultural  Event  on  that  Satur¬ 
day  night  last  February.  I  am  deaf  myself.  And  I 
am  Jewish  (ironic,  isn’t  it?).  When  I  read 
LeFevre’s  letter  (GCN,  March  13,  1982),  my  first 
reaction  was  “What  was  all  that  about?!  What 
was  she  talking  about?  Why  was  she  upset?  What 
was  she  fighting  about?  etc.,  etc.”  These  ques¬ 
tions  were  in  my  mind.  I  am  not  very  political  or 
really  very  familiar  with  these  issues  within  the 
hearing  Lesbian  community.  I  am  still  learning 
about  them;  they  are  not  easy  to  follow.  Even  my 
hearings  friends  had  a  hard  time  explaining  why 
LeFevre  was  offended  by  the  joke.  I  felt  bad  if  she 
resented  my  joke.  I  meant  no  harm.  My  mother, 
who  hates  Germans  or  Nazis  so  much  because  of 
what  happened  to  her  when  she  was  young,  heard 
my  joke  and  had  a  good  laugh.  She  said  that  we, 
deaf  people,  are  good  sports  about  our  deafness.  I 
agreed  with  her. 

I  am  sure  that  among  hearing  people  you  have 
your  own  “in-group”  jokes  such  as  Polish  jokes, 
black  jokes,  religion  jokes,  gay  men’s  jokes,  gay 
women’s  jokes,  and  many  more,  and  I  am  sure 
you  do  enjoy  them.  Don’t  you?  Judith  Stein 
(GCN,  April  3)  made  some  good  points  —  Ger¬ 
man  measles  epidemics  have  had  a  profound  ef¬ 
fect  on  the  Deaf  Community  —  they  caused  an  in¬ 
crease  in  the  deaf  population,  and  also  in  the 
number  of  multiply-handicapped  deaf  children. 
Maybe  you  people  aren’t  aware  of  that.  We  deaf 
people  were  willing  to  share  our  deaf  culture  with 
you  that  night.  No  matter  if  you  liked  it  or  didn’t 
like  it,  it  was  still  our  own  spirit  and  our  respect 
for  our  deaf  world  that  we  shared  with  you. 

I  would  like  to  mention  something  else  —  deaf 
jokes  are  really  very  different  from  hearing  jokes. 
How?  Our  jokes  rely  more  on  visibility;  we  don’t 
rely  on  how  things  sound.  Your  own  jokes  (hear¬ 
ing),  most  of  the  time  rely  on  the  sounds  or  dou¬ 
ble  meanings  of  words  (like  puns). 

Finally,  I  am  really  sorry  that  LeFevre  wrote 
that  kind  of  letter  without  asking  us  why  we  told 
the  joke  or  what  it  really  meant.  We,  deaf  people, 
at  first  felt  resentment  because  we  had  thought 
that  the  hearing  people  wanted  to  share  our  deaf 
culture  and  wanted  to  learn  and  understand  about 
us  without  feeling  threatened  or  insulted.  In  her 
letter,  she  didn’t  even  praise  or  support  us,  the 
deaf  performers  (and  the  interpreters),  for  doing 
our  best  job.  We  practiced  a  lot;  wanted  to  make 
it  the  best  for  the  show.  It  was  really  scary  for  us 
to  face  so  many  hearing  people.  Another  exam¬ 
ple,  if  the  Black  group  gave  their  own  perform¬ 
ance,  they  would  get  more  careful  criticism. 

1  hope  this  thing  will  be  settled.  Maybe  some 
day  we  deaf  people  will  write  some  articles  about 
deaf  culture  —  things  that  you  never  knew  or  real¬ 
ized  about  it.  We  will  educate  you  some  day. 
Nancy  V.  Becker 
Winchester,  MA 


BECOME  A  GCN  SUSTAINER! 

The  GCN  Sustainer  Program  has  been  created  to  raise  money  spe¬ 
cifically  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  salaries  of  the  GCN  staff.  Right 
now,  the  staff  takes  home  about  $100  per  week.  GCN  Sustainers  pledge 
to  contribute  at  least  $120  per  year,  which  they  may  pay  in  up  to  four 
installments.  In  addition  to  the  satisfaction  of  helping  strengthen  GCN, 
Sustainers  will  receive  a  subscription  to  GCN,  a  special  quarterly 
Sustainer  newsletter,  and  an  invitation  to  our  annual  Sustainer  party.  Fill 
out  the  form  below  and  build  a  stronger  GCN  today! 


THE  GCN  SUSTAINER  PROGRAM 

□  YES,  I/We  would  like  to  become  a  GCN  sustainer  and  help  to 
build  a  Financially  Stronger  GCN. 

I/We  pledge  to  contribute 

□  $120  □  $180  □  $240 

□  $360  □  $420  □  $480 

□  $300  □  $540  □ _ 

The  number  of  installments  to  be  made  to  fullfill  this  pledge  is  . . . 

□  one  □  two  □  four 

name  _ _ 

address 

•  Please  enclose  first  installment  with  this  mailing. 

•  All  individual  sustainers  names  will  be  kept  strictly  confidential. 

•  If  the  sustainer  is  a  group  or  organization,  may  we  publish  your 
name  in  our  sustainer  newsletter?  □  yes  □  no. 

•  Your  comments  are  welcome;  please  enclose  with  this  coupon. 

Mail  to:  GCN  sustainers.  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
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Speaking  Out - 

The  Fem  Question 

or 

We  Will  Not  Go  Away 


By  Joan  Nestle 

(From  a  talk  given  at  the  Scholar  and  the  Feminist:  Toward  a  Politics  of  Sexuality, 
April  24,  1982,  at  Barnard  College.) 

Voice  One — 1950s:  Yes,  I  am  a  fem  and  have  been  for  over  twenty  years.  Believe  me,  1 
know  the  reaction  that  gets.  You  know,  we  are  the  missing  women  from  Lesbian  history,  but 
honey,  we  helped  hold  our  world  together;  we  poured  out  more  loveandwetness  on  our  bar- 
stools  and  in  our  homes  than  a  woman  was  supposed  to  have.  1  have  no  theories  to  explain 
how  the  love  came,  why  the  crushes  on  the  lean  dark  women  exploded  in  my  guts,  made  me 
so  shy.  All  I  could  do  was  look  so  hard  that  they  had  to  move  away.  But  honey,  1  wasn’t  a 
piece  of  fluff  and  neither  were  the  other  ferns  I  knew.  We  knew  what  we  wanted  and  that  was 
no  mean  feat  for  a  growing  girl  of  the  ’fifties.  Oh,  we  had  our  styles  —  our  outfits,  our  per¬ 
fumes,  our  performances  —  and  we  could  lose  ourselves  in  the  world  under  the  chin  of  our 
dancing  partner  who  held  us  close  enough  to  make  the  world  safe,  but  we  walked  the  night 
streets  to  get  to  that  bar,  and  we  came  out  bleary-eyed  into  the  deserted  early  morning,  fac¬ 
ing  a  long  week  of  dreary  passing  at  the  ofice  or  at  the  beauty  parlor  or  at  the  telephone  com¬ 
pany.  1  always  knew  our  lives  were  a  bewildering  combination  of  romance  and  realism.  Oh 
honey,  1  could  tell  you  stories  .  .  . 

Like  about  the  23-year-old  fem  who  carried  her  favorite  dildo  in  a  pink  satin  purse  to 
the  bar  every  Saturday  night  so  her  partner  for  the  night  would  understand  exactly  what  she 
wanted  .  .  . 

Or  how  at  17  I  hung  out  at  Pam  Pam’s  on  Sixth  Avenue  and  Eighth  Street  with  all  the 
other  ferns  who  were  too  young  to  get  into  the  bars  and  too  scared  to  forge  an  ID  .  .  . 

Or  how  1  finally  entered  my  world,  a  bar  on  Abingden  Square,  and  learned  that  women 
had  been  doing  it  for  years  and  how  as  a  young  fem  I  took  on  the  Vice  Squad,  the  plain 
clothes  police  women,  the  bathroom  line,  the  Johns  trying  to  hustle  a  woman  for  the  night 
and  the  staring  straights  who  saw  us  as  entertainment.  You  see,  my  passions  had  taken  me 
home,  and  not  all  the  hating  voices  of  the  McCarthy  ’fifties  could  keep  me  from  being  near 
my  women. 

Oh  the  stories  I  could  tell  if  only  you  would  listen  ...  if  only  you  would  listen  .  .  . 

Voice  Two,  1982:  Every  time  I  speak  at  a  Lesbian  feminist  gathering,  I  introduce  myself 
as  a  fem  from  the  ’fifties.  I  do  this  because  it  is  the  truth,  and  therefore  allows  me  to  pay 
historical  homage  to  my  Lesbian  time  and  place,  as  well  as  to  the  other  ferns  who  stand  in¬ 
visible  beside  me,  the  women  who  have  slipped  away,  and  yet  whose  voices  I  can  still  hear 
and  whose  V-neck  sweaters  and  shiny  loafers  I  can  still  see.  I  do  it  to  call  up  the  women  I 
would  see  shopping  with  their  lovers  in  the  Lower  East  Side  supermarkets,  the  fem  partners 
of  the  butch  women  who  worked  as  waiters  in  the  Club  82.  I  remember  how  unflinchingly 
the  fem  absorbed  the  stares  from  the  other  customers  as  she  gently  held  on  to  the  arm  of  her 
lover.  I  do  it  in  the  name  of  the  wives  of  passing  women  whose  faces  look  up  at  me  from  old 
newspaper  clippings,  the  women  who  were  always  described  as  the  deluded  ones,  and  yet 
whose  histories  announce  such  clear  choices,  such  courageous  entries  into  the  land  of  freaks. 
Butches  were  known  by  their  appearance;  ferns  by  their  choices.  And  if  ferns  seemed  to  be 
wives,  it  was  so  easy  to  slip  over  their  lives  the  categories  established  for  all  women,  to  lose 
the  curiosity  about  what  made  them  sexual  heretics  because  they  looked  like  women.  If  we 
are  to  piece  together  a  profound  Lesbian  history,  we  must  begin  asking  questions  about  the 
lives  of  these  women  that  we  have  not  asked  before,  and  to  do  this,  we  will  have  to  elevate 
curiosity  into  a  much  more  exalted  position  than  concepts  of  politically  correct  sexuality 
would  ever  allow  us  to  do.  Curiosity  is  not  trivial;  it  is  the  respect  one  life  pays  to  another.  It 
is  a  largeness  of  mind  and  heart  that  refuses  to  be  bounded  by  decorum  or  by  desperation.  It 
is  hardest  to  keep  alive  in  the  times  it  is  most  needed,  the  times  of  hatred,  of  instability,  of  at¬ 
tack  —  and  surely  these  are  such  times. 

Whpn  I  stand  before  a  new  generation  of  Lesbians  and  use  this  word/<?//7 1  sometimes 
feel  like  an  old  relic  from  a  long  buried  past  that  has  burst  through  the  earth,  shaken  the  dust 
from  off  its  mouth  and  started  to  speak.  The  first  reaction  is  usually  shock,  and  then 
laughter,  and  then  confusion  when  my  audience  must  confront  their  stereotyped  under¬ 
standing  of  this  word  and  yet  face  the  fact  that  I  am  a  damn  powerful  woman  who  has  done 
some  good  in  this  brave  new  world  of  Lesbian  feminism.  But  the  audience  is  not  the  only  one 
who  is  going  through  waves  of  reactions.  A  1982  Lesbian  activist  who  defines  herself  as  a 
fem  poses  the  problems  of  our  plight  as  a  colonized  people  in  a  most  vivid  way.  We,  both 
butches  and  ferns,  are  a  people  who  have  a  history  of  dedication  to  the  creation  of  personal 
style.  Yet,  if  I  dress  to  please  myself  and  my  lover,  I  will  be  called  a  traitor  by  many  of  my 
own  people  because  I  seem  to  be  wearing  the  clothes  of  the  enemy.  Ferns  are  looked  upon  as 
the  sexual  Uncle  Toms  of  the  movement.  If  I  wear  movement  clothes  because  I  am  afraid  of 
the  judgment  of  my  own  people,  then  once  again  I  am  a  traitor;  this  time  to  my  own  fem 
sense  of  personal  style,  but  my  fem  style  represents  what  I  have  chosen  to  do  with  my 


womanness.  I  cannot  hide  it  or  exchange  it  without  losing  my  passion,  without  losing  my 
strength.  Colonization  and  the  battle  against  it  always  poses  this  contradiction  —  the  need 
to  throw  the  colonizer’s  image  back  at  him  and  yet  the  need  to  keep  alive  what  is  a  deep  part 
of  one’s  culture,  even  if  it  can  be  misunderstood  by  the  oppressor  because  he  thinks  he 
knows  what  he  is  seeing.  Thus,  the  fem  is  faced  with  the  charge  of  passing,  of  trying  to 
disassociate  herself  from  the  visible  or  androgynous  Lesbian,  and  this  is  a  terribly  painful  in¬ 
dictment.  It  twists  my  language  of  desire  into  the  silence  of  collaboration. 

Last  week  Deb,  my  lover,  and  1  did  the  Lesbian  Herstory  Archives  slide  show  at  the 
Stonybrook  Campus  of  SUNY.  We  were  speaking  to  fifty  woman  health  workers,  four  of 
whom  identified  themselves  as  Lesbians.  1  wore  a  long  lavender  dress  that  made  my  body 
feel  good,  and  black  boots  that  made  me  feel  powerful.  Deb  was  dressed  in  pants,  a  shirt  and 
a  black  leather  jacket.  I  led  a  two-hour  discussion,  working  with  the  women’s  honest  expres¬ 
sions  of  homophobia,  their  fears  of  seeing  their  own  bodies  sexually  and  the  different  forms 
of  tyranny  they  faced  as  women.  Finally  one  of  the  straight  women  said  how  much  easier  it 
was  to  talk  to  me  rather  than  to  her,  and  she  pointed  a  finger  at  Deb  who  was  sitting  in  a 
chair  at  the  side.  I  looked  more  like  her,  she  said.  Here  my  dress,  which  was  really  an  erotic 
conversation  between  Deb  and  myself,  was  transformed  into  a  boundary  line  between  us.  1 
walked  over  to  Deb,  put  my  around  her,  and  drew  her  head  into  my  breasts.  “Yes,”  1  said, 
“but  it  is  the  two  of  us  together  that  makes  everything  perfectly  clear.”  Then  1  returned  to 
the  center  of  the  room  and  lied.  “You  see,”  I  said,  “1  wore  this  dress  so  you  would  listen  to 
me  but  our  real  freedom  is  the  day  when  1  can  wear  a  three-piece  suit  and  a  tie  and  you  will 
still  hear  my  words.”  1  found  myself  faced  with  the  paradox  of  having  to  fight  for  one 
freedom  at  the  price  of  another.  They  felt  more  comfortable  with  me  because  1  could  pass; 
their  view  of  my  femness  was  betraying  its  deepest  meaning. 

The  erotic  clarity  that  is  for  me  at  the  heart  of  a  fern’s  style  has  never  been  clearly 
understood.  One  piece  of  sexologist’s  literature  from  around  1909  states  that  the  “pure 
female  invert  feels  like  a  man.”  The  fem,  a  few  years  later,  is  described  as  an  “effeminate 
tribadist.”  Thus,  we  were  first  perceived  as  inauthentic  inverts.  In  the  ’fifties,  our  pathology 
was  explained  in  the  following  way:  “The  feminine  type  of  Lesbian  is  one  who  seeks  mother 
love,  who  enjoys  being  the  recipient  of  much  attention  and  affection.  She  is  often  preoc¬ 
cupied  with  personal  beauty  and  is  somewhat  narcissistic.  She  is  the  clinging  vine  type  who  is 
often  thought  and  spoken  of  by  her  elders  as  as  little  fool  without  any  realization  of  the 
warped  sexuality  which  is  prompting  her  actions.”  (Frank  Caprio,  Female  Homosexuality, 
1954)  And  the  final  blow:  “She  is  more  apt  to  be  bisexual  and  also  apt  to  respond  favorably 
to  treatment.”  Here  the  fem  is  stripped  of  all  power,  a  foolish  woman  who  can  easily  be 
beckoned  over  into  the  right  camp.  Historically  we  have  been  left  disinherited,  seen  neither 
as  true  inverts  or  grown  women. 

The  feminist  ’seventies  and  ’eighties  have  had  their  trouble  with  ferns  too.  Why  do 
some  ferns  dress  the  way  other  women  say  is  pornographic?  Why  do  we  walk  the  streets 
holding  the  arms  of  our  butch  lovers,  reinforcing  all  the  old  stereotypes?  Why  do  we  talk 
about  sex  so  much?  Why  don’t  we  embrace  androgyny  as  the  true  liberated  image?  And 
since  the  conference,  I  must  add  my  questions:  why  are  we  perceived  as  unchanging  stereo¬ 
types,  as  if  our  love  is  a  dead  thing?  1  am  now  a  fem  of  the  ’eighties,  and  my  passion  has  the 
added  force  of  my  feminism  behind  it.  Finally,  why  do  some  of  you  keep  saying  roles  when 
we  say  relationships' ?  But  you  see,  we  have  a  long  history  of  surviving  someone  else’s  image 
of  ourselves,  and  through  it  all  we  have  forged  our  sexuality.  We  are  powerful  women,  who 
many  have  refused  to  see  as  real  because  of  the  contradictions  of  oppression.  But  if  we  let 
these  contradictions  take  away  our  own  territory,  force  betrayals  of  our  deepest  selves  and 
turn  curiosity  into  judgments  and  restrictions,  then  we  will  truly  have  only  one  history  in 
which  to  live  —  the  one  they  have  created  for  us. 

Afterward:  For  speaking  these  words,  1  have  been  labeled  a  “sex  deviant”  by  some  of 
my  own  people.  1  and  three  other  women  at  the  conference  were  considered  too  por¬ 
nographic  to  be  allowed  to  speak.  This  small  talk  will  grow  into  a  much  larger  work  on  the 
history  of  ferns  and  to  my  conrades  in  the  battle  for  sexual  liberation,  Dorothy,  Pat,  Gail 
and  Amber,  and  to  all  those  who  spoke  at  the  Politically  Incorrect  Sexuality  Speakout  on 
Sunday,  I  send  my  love  and  announce  my  dedication  to  fighting  the  new  McCarthyites  of  the 
1980s,  those  who  label  other  women  thought-criminals. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the 
community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we 
encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Submissions  to  “Speaking 
Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if  possible,  held  to  under  five 
pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN, 
22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


Community  Voices 


divide  and  conquer 

Dear  GCN, 

A  few  thoughts  on  Eric  Rofes’  provocative  in¬ 
terview  with  John  Preston.  Corporate  America 
accomplished  a  phenomenal  coup  over  the  last 
two  decades:  it  successfully  characterized  a  mass 
movement  whose  goals  were  the  exposure  and 
eradication  of  the  hatred  of  women  as  a  move¬ 
ment  based  on  the  hatred  of  men. 

Sadly,  Preston  and  many  other  gay  men  have 
swallowed  this  lie  with  great  enthusiasm.  This 
distortion  of  what  the  women’s  liberation  move¬ 
ment  is  about  allows  men  like  Preston  to  continue 
preaching  their  misogynist  misunderstandings  as 
if  they  were  revelations  earned  at  the  merciless 
hands  of  men  hating  women.  But  best  of  all  (best 
for  the  state  in  its  role  as  enforcer  of  power  rela¬ 
tions  as  they  now  exist)  this  simple  lie  effectively 
divides  two  of  the  most  natural  allies  in  the  world: 
lesbians  and  gay  men. 

It  is  ironic  that  Preston  should  bemoan  how  lit¬ 
tle  gay  men  know  about  themselves,  beyond  the 
role  of  Straight  Man  that  all  you  guys  were 
taught.  The  kind  of  self-awareness  Preston 
wishes  for  gay  men  is  precisely  the  product  of  the 
efforts  of  the  feminist  movement.  It  is  because 
women  have  challenged  the  rigid  sex  roles  enforc¬ 
ed  on  us  all  —  the  state’s  control  of  our  sexuality 


domination,  the  overlap  of  woman-hate  and 
hatred  of  difference  —  that  Preston  can  even  con¬ 
ceive  of  a  gay  men’s  movement  which  truly  re¬ 
defines  and  celebrates  men. 

Another  thought,  Preston  claims  to  have  been 
“burned”  in  his  experiences  with  lesbians  who 
have  difficulty  with  gay  men’s  sexuality.  I  can 
understand  his  anger.  But  let’s  turn  it  around: 
how  much  do  most  gay  men  know  about  lesbian 
sexuality,  and  how  understanding  of  it  are  they?  I 
think  both  of  our  “camps”  suffer  from  ignorance 
based  on  lack  of  exposure  to  each  other’s  daily 
lives.  Sexual  separation  is  nothing  new:  look  at 
the  straight  world.  By  calling  for  more  sexual 
separatism  within  the  gay  community,  we  will 
only  deepen  our  misunderstandings. 


Preston  seems  unconcerned  by  the  fact  that  we 
are  engaged  in  an  ongoing  struggle  for  freedom:  it 
has  not  yet  been  won.  His  position  on  the  unim¬ 
portance  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  working  to¬ 
gether  is  strikingly  close  to  that  of  some  lesbian 
separatists:  “we  need  to  focus  our  energies  on 
other  women,  mixed  groups  are  a  drain.”  I  don’t 
understand  why  it  has  to  be  all  or  nothing. 

Again,  the  issue  raised  by  the  women’s  libera¬ 
tion  movement  is  not  penis  envy.  It  is  the  material 
consequences  of  institutionalized,  and  internal¬ 
ized  woman-hate. 

Yours, 

Urvashi  Vaid 
Washington,  DC 


Promotions 

Manager 

Gay  Community  News  is  looking 
for  a  Promotions  Manager.  Re¬ 
sponsibilities  include  coordinating 
the  paper’s  promotional  activities 
to  increase  subscriptions  and  dis¬ 
tribution  to  newsstands  and  book¬ 
stores.  Experience  or  interest  in 
magazine  circulation,  direct  mail, 
ad  design  and  public  relations 
helpful,  but  creativity  on  a  low 
budget  essential.  Commitment  to 
gay  liberation,  feminism  and  social 
change.  Low  salary,  health  bene¬ 
fits.  July  1  opening.  Please  call 
Amy  Hoffman  at  GCN,  22  Brom¬ 
field  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108,  (617) 
426-4469. 


Gay  Community  News  welcomes  letters  to  Community  Voices.  If  at  all 

possible,  your  letters  should  be  TYPED  AND  DOUBLE  SPACED  and  kept 
to  three  pages  (or  less!)  in  length.  GCN  publishes  all  the  letters  it  receives, 
unedited,  on  a  space-available  basis,  unless  they  contain  personal  attacks. 
Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names  will  be  withheld  upon 
request.  Address  letters  to:  Community  Voices,  Gay  Community  News, 
22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108.  
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Boston  Shoppers  Guide 


FisheiTravel  367-3490 


Hsher  Travel  Assoc 
Harry  A  Fisher 
111  Charles  Street 
Boston,  MA  02114 


AGENTS  FOR: 
Bermuda  Holidays 
Caribbean  Holidays 


Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 
N.Y.  Theatre  Weekends 
Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 


Film - 

Worser  and  Worser 

Partners.  Directed  by  James  Bur-  toilet  was  broken).  Burrows  and 


Support  gay  prison¬ 
ers.  Read  and  ans¬ 
wer  our  prisoner 
penpal  ads  on  the 
classified  page. 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  St. 
at  Boston  Park  Plaza 
Weekdays  9-6 
Saturday  10-2:30 


LAST  CALL  FOR 
EGYPT 

Escorted  from  Boston 
June  4,  10  days,  Cairo, 
Luxor,  Aswan,  includes 
4  night  Nile  Cruise 
$1439  complete  includ- 
ing  most  meals. 


SUMMER  •  FALL 
Complete  Week 
Vacations  From  Boston 
Ireland*  399/Paris*499 
Spai  n*  399/  Rome*  509 
L’  nd’  n*  439/Athens*  549 
Plus  15% 


UPCOMING  EVENTS 

Reno  Gay  Rodeo 

July  30  to  Aug.  2 

Gay  Olympic  Games 

August  28 

Gay  Wagon  Train  Trips 
June  4*July  2* Sept.  24 
Priced  at  135  to  199 
Gay  Night  at 
Great  America  Sept  10 


ALL  GAY  CRUISES 

Priced  from  $425. 

1982 

June  1  — Flying  Cloud 
British  Virgin  Islands 
Nov.  22— Polynesia 
West  Indies 

June  27— Yankee  Trader 
Aruba 

Aug.  31  — Polynesia 
St.  Martin 
Nov.  30— Fantome 
Bahamas 

Dec.  21— Yankee  Clipper 
Grenadines 

1983 

Jan.  25— Yankee  Trader 
Aruba 

March  1  — Polynesia 
West  Indies 
April  12-Yankee  Clipper 
Grenadines 

ALL  AIRLINES 
AMTRAK  •  HOTELS 
LOWEST  PRICES 
NO  SERVICE  CHG. 


Boston’s  Friendliest  and 
Economy  Minded  Agency 


GARY  BUSECK  and 

STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 

landlord/lease  problems 

income  tax 

wills/probate 

criminal  &  civil  trials 

real  estate  transactions 

injury  claims 

relationship  contracts 

partnerships/corporations 

FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 

DAVID  L. 

COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

45  Williams  Street 

Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 

Wellesley,  Mass.  02181 

E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 

235-8500 

255-2600 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 

XANADU 

•  Phototypesetting 

GRAPHICS 

•  Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 

•  Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 

•  Camera  Ready  Mechanical 

1 43  Albany  Street,  Cambridge  661  -6975 

rows.  Written  by  Francis  Veber. 
With  Ryan  O’Neal,  John  Hurt, 
Kenneth  McMillian,  Robyn  Doug¬ 
lass. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

Partners  is  one  of  those  films 
that  is  so  bad,  so  base  in  its  inten¬ 
tions,  so  badly  executed  that  it  is 
impossible  —  superfluous  —  to 
talk  about  how  it  went  wrong.  The 
real  question  is  how  it  could  ever 
have  gone  right.  The  last  in  the 
Hollywood  -  Finds  -  Gays  -  1982  - 
Sweepstakes  series,  it  is  by  far  the 
worst  and  most  offensive. 

Perhaps  —  though  I  doubt  it  — 
the  idea  looked  good  on  paper.  At 
first  glance  it’s  sort  of  a  Cruising 
meets  the  Odd  Couple.  There  have 
been  several  murders  of  homosex¬ 
uals  in  the  L.A.  area,  the  police  are 
forced  to  continue  their  investiga¬ 
tion  and  decide  that  a  straight 
detective,  Benson  (Ryan  O’Neal) 
and  a  gay  police  clerk,  Kerwin 
(John  Hurt),  should  pose  as  a  gay 
couple  and  infiltrate  the  gay  com- 
munitytodiscover^he  murderer.  (It 
is  curious  that  the  police  have  their 
hand  forced  in  this  matter  because 
the  father  of  one  of  the  victims 
claims  that  they  don’t  care  if  a 
homosexual  is  murdered;  would 
the  film  makers  had  been  so  sen¬ 
sitive.) 

From  this  trite,  threadbare 
premise  (which  was  at  its  zenith 
when  Ethel  and  Lucy  decided  to 
dress  up  as  plumbers  because  the 


Veber  give  the  audience  everything 
it  could  possibly  want:  you  want 
swish  jokes?  you  got  swish  jokes; 
mincing  jokes?;  aging  queen 
jokes?,  what  about  predatory  ag¬ 
ing  queen  jokes  —  even  funnier. 
Every  stereotype  imaginable  is 
trotted  out:  fussy,  primping, 
gourmet  cooking,  loud  flowered 
shirts,  lavender  Volkswagens, 
screaming,  crying,  hysterical  and 
—  oh,  yes,  ineffectual.  In  fact, 
that’s  what  Partners  is  best  at:  in¬ 
effectual  jokes. 

And  of  course  this  is  all  funny 
because  poor  Ryan  O’Neal  has  to 
endure  the  torture  of  everyone 
thinking  that  he’s  a  faggot.  (At 
least  Lucy  and  Ethel  were  never 
humiliated  for  being  plumbers;  be¬ 
ing  women  they  just  got  shown  up 
for  being  stupid.)  But  most  of  this 
is  the  less  offensive  part  of  the 
film.  It  would  have  made  sound 
theatrical  sense  to  pit  the  very 
straight,  macho  Benson  against  a 
real  screamer,  or  a  quick  witted, 
acerbic  tongued  talk-queen.  But 
the  writer  has  opted  to  make  Ker¬ 
win  a  shy,  introverted,  closet  case 
who  is  both  afraid  and  somewhat 
ashamed  of  being  gay.  Any  poli¬ 
tical  considerations  aside  it  just 
doesn’t  make  sense;  there  is  no 
demonstrable  conflict  between  the 
characters;  they  both  don’t  want 
to  be  gay.  So,  to  induce  some  sort 
of  tension  into  the  movie,  they 
have  Kerwin  fall  in  love  with  Ben- 
continued  on  page  10 


BACK  BAY  ASSOCIATES 

offering  services  that  promote 
health,  personal  growth  and  well-being 


WALTER  DYBIK,  Psychotherapy 
fAYHOLAS  HAZEN,  Shiatsu  ITIassage  Therapy 
PETER  STICKEl,  SOITIA  Neuromuscular  Integration 
fTTICHAEL  ZUCKER,  Acupuncture 

424  - 1381 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.Y. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T  V  &  Stereo  —  ot  lowest 
irices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenna  instolla- 
ion  a  specialty  Mass  Tech  Lie.  981 
Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

IS  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tel.  523-2187 


BRAND  NAME  HIS  &  HER 
SUMMER  SPORTS  WEAR 


Cotton  blend  Fleece 

“Sweat”  Shorts 

Assorted  active  styles  with  pockets 


$2.99 


CARPENTRY 

interior  &  exterior 
call  before  9  AM 

JIM  522-5317 


Our  version  of  the  Famous  “insignia” 

Short  Sleeve  Assorted  solids  $6.99 

Knit  Shirts  and  stripes  regularly  $14 
Better  U.S.  Makers 

Poly-Cotton  Slacks  $9.99 

Assorted  color  regularly  $25’ 


“The”  most  Famous  American  Designer 

Denim  Jeans 

Dark  Denim 


$27 

regularly  $42* 


f  ■■  1  "  ■  ■  ■  .  ■  i  Vi,  i 

Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL  j 

APPOINTMENTS:  Mon  -Sat 

Days  &  Eves. 

LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #3 
BROOKLINE,  MASS.  02146 

734-5777 


MALE 

Styling,  Service,  Real  Savings 


'Slight  imperfections  do  not  affect  look  or  durability 

BOSTON:  Charles  River  Plaza 
407  Boylston  St. 

395  Washington  St 

and  many  Suburban 
Locations  near  you 
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Winning  Them  Over  With  a  Song 


’Bern:  Oh,  no  no  no  no  no.  It  was  strictly  enjoyment.  No 
money  in  it  at  all.  It  was  just  kids  in  the  summertme,  hanging 
out  with  each  other,  probably  drinking,  and  harmonizing  and 
having  a  good  time. 

I  sang  in  some  gospel  quartets  while  I  was  a  teenager,  then  I 
went  into  the  service.  I  still  wanted  to  do  music,  but  when 
you’re  in  the  service,  you  can’t  have  two  jobs.  When  I  got  out 
of  the  service,  I  wanted  to  make  some  money,  so  I  went  to 


Blackberri:  I  started  out  when  I  was  a  lit¬ 
tle  kid,  actually  —  ten  or  eleven.  I  used 
to  sing  with  the  radio,  because  we  didn’t 
have  a  record  player.  People  like 
Vaughn  Monroe,  songs  like  “I’m  Look¬ 
ing  Over  a  Four-leaf  Clover,”  they  were 
all  popular  back  then. 

My  mother  liked  a  lot  of  blues,  and 
rhythm  and  blues,  she  used  to  sing 
Brook  Benton,  Dinah  Washington, 
those  sorts  of  things. 

In  my  teens,  I  started  singing  with  kids 
in  my  neighborhood,  doing  harmonizing 
and  doo-wah.  I  grew  up  in  a  poor  neigh¬ 
borhood,  so  I  never  really  heard  kids 
who  had  bands  or  anything.  People  did 
street  corner  singing.  I  remember  hang¬ 
ing  out  my  window  in  the  summertime, 
you  could  hear  people  harmonizing 
around  the  neighborhood, 

Scott:  People  singing  doo-wah  music  — 
did  they  do  standards  or  improvisa¬ 
tions  .  .  . 

’Bern:  Some  did  standards:  there  was  a 
group  of  guys  about  a  block  away  who 
were  singing  original  songs. 

Scott:  Did  they  put  out  a  case  or  a  hat  or 
something? 


Scott:  So  there  you  wer  in  the  bus  station 
in  New  York  with  no  money  .  .  . 

’Bern:  .  .  .  and  not  knowing  anybody. 
So  I  went  up  the  stairs  and  out  onto 
42nd  Street.  Didn’t  really  know  quite 
what  to  do,  I  figured  I’d  just  stand  there 
and  get  picked  up,  and  I  wasn’t  there 
two  minutes.  This  guy  came  up,  didn’t 
say  anything,  just  sorta  checked  me  out. 
He  got  a  cab  and  just  sat  there  with  the 
door  open.  And  I  stood  there  and  he  sat 
in  the  cab  for  awhile,  and  finally  he 
looked  out  of  the  door  and  said,  “Well, 
get  in.” 

He  took  me  to  this  house,  and  I  be¬ 
came  a  little  nervous. But  iiwas  real  fast, 
and  he  gave  me  some  money  and  said 
good  night  to  me,  and  I  was  back  out  on 
the  streets  again. 

I  decided  1  would  go  to  the  Village.  1 
asked  some  guy  what  subway  to  take, 
then  I  met  another  guy  who  invited  me 
to  stay  at  his  house—  he  was  just  crashing 
there,  but  I  didn’t  know  it.  1  got  a  job  as 
a  dishwasher  at  a  coffeehouse,  and  in 
between  dishwashing,  I  would  do  a 
poetry  set.  Poetry  mixed  with  a  capella 
gospel. 

Scott:  When  did  you  take  up  guitar? 


By  Scott  Brookie 

When  the  word  got  around  that  Blackberri  was  going  to 
be  taking  his  unique  blend  of  jazz,  rock,  country,  funk  and 
gay  liberation  on  tour  and  coming  to  Boston,  GCN  called 
him  up  to  find  out  more.  After  several  frustrating  bouts 
with  Big  Bird,  his  screaming  answering  machine,  I  got 
through,  and  we  talked  until  our  ears  were  sore.  The 
following  are  excerpts  from  our  conversation. 


Scott:  Why  don’t  you  tell  me  a  little 
about  your  background  in  music  —  how 
you  started  out,  what  you  used  to  do. 


business  college,  and  fell  in  love  and  eloped  with  this 
boy  that  1  met.  We  ran  off  to  New  York.  Ended  up 
that  he  ditched  me  at  the  bus  station. 


Scott:  As  soon  as  you  got  there? 


’Beni:  Yeah.  He  said  he  wanted  to  hang  onto  the  money, 
because  he  could  keep  it  in  a  safer  place  than  I  could, 
and  that  he  was  going  to  go  and  make 
a  phone  call  to  the  people  we  were 
supposed  to  be  staying  with  and  he  .  .  . 
disappeared. 


Blackberri 


Finally  by  Blackberri  and  Friends.  A  product  of  Bea  B. 
Queen  Records,  1005  Market  St.,  #201,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94103.  Copyright  1981 

Reviewed  by  Scott  Brookie 

If  any  of  you  out  there  haven’t  been  waiting  for  an  album 
that  includes  songs  about  gay  love  without  being  ambigu¬ 
ous,  has  light-heartedness  without  being  escapist,  has  acces¬ 
sible  political  content  without  being  rhetorical,  includes  a 
variety  of  musical  styles  without  sounding  amateurish  or 
muddled,  and  is  built  on  first  rate  musicianship  that  you  can 
sink  your  teeth  into  —  well,  those  of  you  who  haven’t  been 
waiting  can  stop  reading  here.  The  rest  of  you  should  run, 
not  walk,  to  your  nearest  record  store  specializing  in  music 
by  Third  World  gay  men,  and  pick  up  Finally  by  Blackberri 
and  Friends. 

Finally  puts  on  display  a  wealth  of  musical  ideas,  and  ca¬ 
joles  and  persuades  through  the  politics  of  the  personal.  The 
sad  songs  aren’t  depressing,  they  make  you  smile.  The  songs 
with  a  political  message  don’t  make  you  feel  guilty,  they 
make  you  want  to  dance,  or  at  least  nod  your  head  vigor¬ 
ously  in  agreement. 

The  album  opens  with  “It’s  Okay,”  a  simple  and  frank 
rhythm-and-bluesy  kind  of  song  about  the  pleasures  and 
pains  of  growing  up  gay  (Can’t  you  see?/  It’s  good  for  me/ 
It’s  okay.) 

“One  Mo’  Teekit  Fo’  De  Sho’  ”  and  “Bye  Bye  Blues” 
are  both  fast  jazz  tunes.  “One  Mo’  Teekit”  is  Blackberri’s 
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bittersweet  tale  of  buying  two  movie  tickets  and  losing  his 
lover  even  before  curtain  time,  while  “Bye  Bye  Blues”  is 
your  basic  determinedly  cheerful,  singalong  blues-chaser. 
Both  songs  offer  short  but  shining  soloing  opportunities, 
particularly  Rach  Ctar  on  horns  and  Jon  Sugar  on  har¬ 
monica. 

And  who  needs  to  understand  the  relationship  between 
the  Federal  Reserve,  tight  money  markets  and  inflated  in¬ 
terest  rates  when  we  can  simply  take  ’Bern’s  advice  and 
“Eat  the  Rich”?  This  piece,  set  over  a  simple  funk 
background,  is  the  crowning  glory  of  the  album. 

When  your  icebox  is  bare 
Show  your  stomach  you  care 
Chemicals  in  your  food? 

Don’t  you  think  that  that’s  rude? 

You  got  the  poverty  blues? 

You  ain’t  got  nothin’  to  lose 

Oh  the  rich  have  so  much  power,  I  think  it’s  a  shame 
They  swear  they’re  not  the  problem,  but  we  know 
who’s  to  blame 

And  I’m  tired  of  being  manipulated  by  their  stupid  game 
Go  eat  the  rich. 

In  the  middle  of  the  song,  we  “get  to  take  a  look  at  the 
menu,”  which  includes  “Gettys  and  meatballs,”  and 
“Hearst  Patties.”  I  won’t  give  the  rest  away.  Houdini,  Dena 
Adelson,  Corey  McDonald,  and  Gwen  Avery  singing  “yum 
yum  yeah”  in  the  background  provide  the  perfect  piquant 
touch,  and  ’Berri  rounds  things  out  with  a  resounding  belch. 

There  are  other  high  points.  “Please  Help  Me  to  Forget,” 
a  hold-me-tight-I’ve-lost-my-baby  country 
ballad,  would  be  very  touching  if  Bob  Lee’s 
droopy  pedal  steel  and  ’ Berri ’s  vocals  didn’t 

verge  on  a  comic  satire  of  the  whole  country 
genre. 

“Return  to  the  Reason”  explores  a  popular 
theme  on  the  album  —  a  sort  of  defiant  self- 
sufficiency  in  the  face  of  widespread 
insecurity.  The  song  itself  is  absolutely  beauti¬ 
ful,  slow,  almost  halting  in  a  dark  arrangement 
with  string  trio.  “I  Miss  You”  and  “That’s  the 
Time”  show  off  Blackberri’s  gospel  roots,  and 
“Wise  Up”  incorporates  a  gentle  prodding  to 
“raise  your  consciousness”  about  racism  into  a 
driving,  funky  dance  song  that  makes  it  hard  to 

sit  still. 

There’s  an  old  axiom  that  it’s  easier  to  write 
a  negative  review  than  a  positive  one.  I’ve  spent 
several  days  trying  to  find  things  to  criticize  in 
Finally,  but  all  I  can  come  up  with  is  that  the 
album  cover  is,  well,  kind  of  dull.  But  hear  it  for 
yourself.  See  if  you  don’t  think  that  Finally  is  a 
very  good  name  for  this  album. 


Joe  Fleming,  mfa 
265-2289 

evenings 


’Berri:  Several  years  later.  I  had  been  with  a  trio  band  call¬ 
ed  Gunther  Quint  in  Tucson.  We  were  the  headline  band 
for  a  lot  of  anti-war  rallies  in  the  area.  But  that  group  split 
up,  and  six  or  seven  months  later,  I  decided  that  I  was  going 
to  find  another  band,  and  that’s  when  I  found  a  guitar.  In  a 
garbage  dump,  in  the  desert.  I  figured,  “Well,  here’s  a 
guitar,  somebody  wants  me  to  play.” 

I  started  playing  with  one  of  my  roommates  who  was  a 
guitarist.  There  was  an  ice  cream  parlor  about  four  blocks 
from  my  house  that  had  a  patio,  and  we  would  go  there  on 
Saturdays  and  sing  there.  I  was  doing  originals  and  I  really 
didn’t  know  that  much  about  guitar,  so  we  were  limited  in 
what  we  could  do.  People  liked  the  stuff  I  was  doing. 

Scott:  How  would  you  describe  it? 

’Berri:  Basically  songs  that  had  two  chords  and  songs  that 
had  three  chords. 

Scott:  It  seems  like  before  then  you’d  been  doing  a  lot  of 
four-part  harmony,  but  there  were  two  of  you,  and  jazz  — 
which  is  pretty  complicated  —  and  you  knew  three 
chords  .  .  . 

’Berri:  Fortunately,  my  roommate  would  play  things 
around  my  chords,  so  he  added  color  to  an  otherwise  .  .  . 
uh  .  .  .  bland  accompaniment. 

Scott:  How  did  you  get  to  the  Bay  Area? 

’Berri:  In  1974,  I  moved  out  to  San  Francisco,  to  the 
Haight.  I  played  on  the  streets  —  North  Beach  in  the  even¬ 
ings  and  Fisherman’s  Wharf  in  the  daytime,  the  evenings 
when  I  wasn’t  playing  in  a  band  .  .  . 

Scott:  How  was  it  for  you  then? 

’Berri:  Pretty  good.  I  was  working  almost  every  night, 
keeping  it  together,  but  working  a  lot. 

Scott:  You  go  through  four  or  five  distinct  styles  in  your 
record,  all  of  them  really  well  done.  What’s  the  connection 
between  what  you’re  trying  to  say  in  a  song  and  the  style 
you  use? 

’Bern:  I  think  that  some  music  mediums  express  certain 
emotions  better  than  others.  Sometimes  you  can  express 
sad  feelings  in  a  way  that  doesn’t  bum  people  out. 

Scott:  Is  that  what’s  going  on  in  the  country  song  .  .  . 

’Bern:  “Please  Help  Me  to  Forget,”  yeah.  I  sing  it  country 
and  western  because  the  man  I  was  with  had  kind  of  a 
redneck  attitude,  and  that  medium  expressed  how  I  saw 
him. 

Scott:  But  at  the  same  time  it  seems  almost  satirical. 

’Bern:  Oh,  it  definitely  is.  But  it  wasn’t  so  far  away  that  I 
couldn’t  feel  the  pain. 


Continued  on  page  10 


LUST  M  Last! 


The  Lesbian  Sex  Mafia 
'The  Lesbian  Sex  Mafia  (LSM)  is  a  support 
group  for  women,  particularly  lesbians,  who 
practice,  advocate  or  enjoy  fantasies  which  in¬ 
volve  some  aspect  of  politically  incorrect  sex. 
We  are  a  coalitionist  group  committed  to  the 
active  support  of  radical  perverts  in  all  circles  of 
society.  We  believe  that  all  sexually  active 
women  are  named  sexual  outlaws  in  an  authori¬ 
tarian  society,  but  the  penalties  vary  enormous¬ 
ly  based  on  questions  of  sexual  preference,  age, 
class,  color,  ethnic  origin  and  political  activity. 
We  are  committed  to  the  empowerment  of  the 
individual  -  the  right  of  every  woman  to  use 
her  sexual  body  as  she  chooses." 

LSM  has  been  in  existence  since  January 
1981,  holds  new  member  orientations  every  six 
weeks,  and  can  be  reached  at  P.O.  Box  2,  Vil¬ 
lage  Station,  New  York,  NY  10014. 


Since  the  mid  70s,  the  attention  which  feminism  as 
a  movement  has  paid  to  sex  has  focussed  almost  ex¬ 
clusively  on  its  dangers,  mostly  within  the  context  of 
"violence  against  women."  The  "pro-choice"  move¬ 
ment  has,  during  this  period,  approached  abortion  as 
an  issue  of  legal  rights  rather  than  sexual  freedom 
and  even  lesbian  feminists  have  been  strangely  silent 
about  sexual  pleasure,  preferring  instead  to  speak  of 
"radical  female  friendship"  and  "womon  energy." 

Of  course,  most  of  us  continued  to  talk  about  sex 
with  our  friends.  And  a  few  feminists  —  one  thinks 
particularly  of  Pat  Califia  and  Ellen  Willis  —  did  insist 
on  writing  and  speaking  about  female  desire.  But  un¬ 
til  the  publication  of  the  Heresies  Sex  Issue  in  1981 
these  voices  in  the  women's  movement  seemed 
isolated,  disconnected  from  each  other,  and  one  was 
often  left  with  the  feeling  that,  for  most  feminists,  lust 
was  equivalent  to  male  vice.  The  5ex  Issue  announc¬ 
ed  to  the  movement  that  a  new  tendency  was  form¬ 
ing,  one  which  intended  to  place  sexual  pleasure  at 
the  center  of  the  feminist  problematic. 

On  the  weekend  of  April  24,  two  events  took  place 
in  New  York  City  which  may  prove  to  be  of  equal 
historical  importance,  at  least  for  the  East  Coast 
women's  movement.  The  Scholar  and  the  Feminist 
IX:  Towards  a  Politics  of  Sexuality,  held  at  Barnard 
College  on  Saturday,  drew  over  800  women  ranging 
in  style  from  straight  academic  through  traditional 
feminist  drag  to  high  punk,  to  a  one-day  conference 
of  paper  presentations  and  workshops  on  topics  rang¬ 
ing  from  the  history  of  feminist  attitudes  towards  sex 
to  butch/femme  roles.  And  on  Sunday,  over  200 
women  attended  a  speak-out  on  "Politically  Incorrect 
Sex"  sponsored  by  the  Lesbian  Sex  Mafia  (see  box), 
as  its  first  public  event. 

The  moderator  of  the  conference's  morning 
session,  Carol  Vance,  described  the  general  view¬ 
point  of  its  organizers  as  one  which  recognized  that 
women's  attitudes  towards  and  feelings  about  sex 
oscillate  along  a  continuum  between  two  poles  - 
those  of  sexual  danger  and  sexual  pleasure  -  and  vl 
that  feminist  theory  must  take  this  entire  continuum  \ 
into  account.  She  argued  that  "to  talk  only  of 
violence  and  repression  ignores  women's  experience 
with  sexual  agency  and  choice,  and  unwittingly 
increases  the  sexual  terror  and  despair  under  which 
-women  live."  Until  now,  feminist  sexual  theory  has 
been  stymied  by  "limited  facts  marshalled  by  over¬ 
developed  preconceptions"  and  by  "unconscious 
sexual  prohibitions  and  fears"  which  have  remained 
unexamined.  In  order  to  develop  a  theory  which  is 
truly  radical,  we  need  to  listen  to  the  multiplicity  of 
women's  voices;  as  we  go  beyond  our  "intuitive  reac¬ 
tions,  "we  must  bring  rigorous  analysis  to  bear  on  the 
evidence  we  gather.  She  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
conference  would  be  a  "step  toward  women  defining 
pleasure  and  taking  pleasure." 

Three  papers  were  presented  at  the  morning 
session.  The  first,  by  Ellen  DuBois  and  Linda  Cordon, 
traced  the  history  of  feminist  attitudes  towards  sex  as 
they  developed  during  the  "first  wave"  of  feminism 
and  contrasted  them  to  current  attitudes.  The  major 
tendency  in  19th  century  feminism,  called  "social 
purity,"  saw  women  exclusively  as  in  need  of  protec¬ 
tion  from  male  lust  rather  than  as  sexual  beings  in 
their  own  right.  It  focussed  its  attention  on  prosti¬ 
tution  as  a  paradigm  for  women's  oppression  much 
as  contemporary  feminists  have  focussed  on  rape. 

The  minor  tendency,  embodied  in  the  "free  love" 
movement,  had  little  analysis  of  women's  oppression 
and  rarely  criticized  men  but  it  encouraged  women 
to  break  through  their  conditioning  and  take  pleasure 
in  sex.  While  Dubois  and  Cordon  recognize  that  this 
tendency  was  as  heterosexist  as  "social  purity"  and 
acknowledge  the  justice  of  some  recent  criticism 


directed  at  it,  they  demonstrate  through  careful 
historical  analysis,  the  ways  in  which  the  "social 
purity"  movement  itself  damaged  the  cause  of 
women's  liberation  despite  the  obvious  gains  that  it 
made.  They  argue  that  it  was  essentially  conservative 
because  it  "accepted  existing  power  relations"  and 
replicated  the  division  between  good  and  bad 
women  (all  "loose  women"  were  considered  prosti¬ 
tutes)  which  originated  in  patriarchal  culture.  "Social 
purity"  feminism  perpetuated  the  myth  that  prostitu¬ 
tion  could  not  be  as  freely  chosen  as  marriage  or 
office  work  and  denied  a  voice  to  any  woman  who 
disagreed.  In  its  desire  to  protect  the  victims  of  male 
lust,  it  lent  respectability  to  police  repression  of 
prostitutes  and,  through  its  successful  campaign  to 
raise  the  age  of  consent,  created  "a  new  class  of 
offenders,"  teenage  sex  delinquents.  DuBois  and 
Gordon  stressed  that  the  need  to  learn  from  our 
feminist  past,  pointing  out  that  "if  we  continue  in  [our 
current]  anti-sexual  reaction  we  may  create  a  little 
New  Right  inside  our  own  feminist  movement." 

In  'The  Taming  of  the  Id:  Feminist  Sexual  Politics 
1965-1981,"  Alice  Echols  examined  the  changes 
which  took  place  as  radical  feminism  was  trans¬ 
formed  into  "cultural  feminism,"  arguing  that  these 
two  forms  are  so  disparate  that  the  impulses  which 
informed  the  former  are  barely  recognizable  in  the 
latter.  While  radical  feminism  saw  gender  as  a  social 
construction  and  feminist  revolution  as  its  abolition, 
cultural  feminism  claims  that  gender  represents  a 
"deep  truth"  about  human  nature  and  that  the 
oppression  of  women  is  based  on  repression  of  the 
"female  principle."  In  contrast  to  the  radical  feminist 
notion  that  sexual  inhibition  is  a  sign  of  women's 
oppression  and  sexual  morality  an  agent  of  patri¬ 
archy,  cultural  feminism,  particularly  in  its  "political 
incarnation  in  the  anti-pornography  movement,"  sees 
inhibition  as  a  sign  of  women's  superiority  and 
"innate  spiritual  nature,"  embracing  traditional 
morality.  Male  and  female  sexuality  are  portrayed  as 
diametrically  opposed,  male  sexuality  being 
described  as  so  inherently  awful  that  one  wonders 
"what  would  be  accomplished  by  eliminating  or 
restricting  porn."  Female  sexuality  is,  on  the  contrary, 
"muted,  tender,  diffuse  and  interpersonally  oriented." 
Echols  traced  the  origins  of  the  notions  to  the  early 
70's  debate  over  the  relationship  between  lesbianism 
and  feminism.  She  argued  that  because  of  homo¬ 
phobia  and  antisexual  attitudes  among  some  hetero¬ 
sexual  feminists,  lesbians  "found  it  easier  to  justify  our 
sexuality  on  exclusively  political  grounds,"  giving  rise 
to  separatist  arguments  and  distorting  "the  meaning  of 
'the  personal  is  political,'  giving  it  a  prescriptive  rather 
than  a  descriptive  meaning."  As  lesbian  separatism 
broadened  into  cultural  feminism,  lesbianism  became 
even  more  abstract  and  disembodied,  while  lesbian 
relationships  were  expected  to  "conform  to  feminist 
standards  of  egalitarianism"  and  heterosexual  femi¬ 
nists  were  still  made  to  feel  like  the  "backsliders  of 
the  movement." 


In  her  analysis  of  anti-pornography  theory,  Echols 
pointed  out  that  "in  rejecting  as  so  much  male- 
identified  mind/body  dualism  the  notion  that  fantasy 
is  the  repository  of  our  ambivalent  and  conflictual 
feelings,  cultural  feminists  have  unfortunately 
developed  a  highly  mechanistic  analysis  that  conflates 
fantasy  with  reality  and  pornography  with  violence." 
As  a  result,  feminists  are  expected  to  destroy  all 
traces  of  the  "maleness"  with  which  we  have  been 
polluted  and  those  members  of  the  "sexual  fringe" 
who  refuse  become  objects  of  hatred.  Echols  asked 
how  it  has  "come  to  pass  that  lesbians  are  among 
those  in  the  forefront  of  a  movement  which  has 
resurrected  terms  like  sexual  deviance  and  perver¬ 
sion"  and  answered  that  it  may  be  because  we  are 
unwilling  to  recognize  that  we  are  all  still  "perverts" 
within  the  larger  culture.  She  also  questioned 
whether  the  enthusiastic  participation  of  lesbians  in 
the  anti-pornography  movement  might  not  signal  a 
need  to  portray  male  sexuality  in  the  worst  possible 
light  in  order  to  deny  sexual  ambivalence  and  further 
confirm  lesbian  identity.  She  ended  by  insisting  that 
"we  can  accept  our  sexuality  as  it  is  without 
abandoning  a  critical  perspective  on  it"  and  asked 
that  "like  radical  feminists  a  decade  ago,  [we]  claim 
sexual  pleasure  as  an  essential  part  of  our  feminist 
revolution." 


In  the  final  paper  of  the  morning,  Hortense  Spillers 
analyzed  the  ways  in  which  black  women  are 
excluded  from  the  discourse  on  sexuality.  She 
pointed  out  that  the  only  positive  images  of  black 
female  sexuality  in  U.S.  culture  are  those  presented 
by  black  female  vocalists,  who  offer  "a  metaphor  of 
commanding  womanhood."  In  contrast,  in  both  tradi-i 
tional  academic  discourse  and  in  feminism  there  is  a 
"disturbing  absence"  of  such  images.  In  a  scathing 
critique  of  Shulamith  Firestone's  "countermythology" 
of  black  female  sexuality  in  the  Dialectic  of  Sex, 
Spillers  demonstrated  how  the  narrator  replicates  the 
racist  discourse  of  the  dominant  culture,  remarking 
that  "the  patriarch  is  not  supposed  to  be  talking  here, 
but  there  he  is,  it  seems  to  me,  smuggled  in  under 


the  skirts  of  Mama."  She  ended  by  arguing  that 
feminism  needs  a  "material,  historical  analysis"  of 
sexuality  which  recognizes  that  "white  is  only  an 
angle  of  vision." 

During  the  open  mike  which  followed  the  presen¬ 
tations,  several  women  sporting  t-shirts  on  which 
were  printed  "For  a  Feminist  Sexuality"  (front)  and 
"Against  Sadomasochism"  (back)  protested  the  exclu¬ 
sion  of  Women  Against  Pornography  (WAP)  from  the 
conference  Planning  Committee.  These  women 
represented  a  coalition,  composed  of  WAP,  Women 
Against  Violence  Against  Women  (WAVAW)  and 
New  York  Radical  Feminists  (which,  as  a  former 
member,  I  thought  no  longer  existed.)  This  group 
distributed  a  flyer  at  the  Barnard  gates  protesting  that 
the  conference  was  "endorsing  a  tiny  offshoot  of  the 
women's  movement  that  is  part  of  the  backlash 
against  radical  feminism"  and  attacking  various 
women  and  organizations  represented  at  the 
Conference.  No  More  Nice  Girls,  a  pro-abortion 
group  which  addresses  the  issue  of  sexual  freedom, 
was  misrepresented  as  contending  that  "pornography 
is  liberating."  Gayle  Rubin  and  Samois,  as  well  as 
Dorothy  Allison  and  the  Lesbian  Sex  Mafia,  were 
accused  of  advocating  "nothing  less  than  sexual 
fascism,"  and  Amber  Hollibaugh  was  attacked  -  not  1 
by  name  but  as  the  woman  giving  the  closing  add  res; 
—  for  supporting  butch/femme  roles.  (In  addition, 
members  of  the  Planning  Committee  received  phone 
calls  demanding  that  the  "four  known  sexual 
deviants"  who  were  speaking  at  the  Conference  be 
barred.  Members  of  WAP  deny  having  made  these 
calls.  A  similar  incident,  and  similar  subsequent 
denials,  occurred  during  last  year's  American  Writers 
Congress,  relating  to  the  inclusion  of  Amber  Holli¬ 
baugh  on  a  panel  on  pornography.) 

Hollibaugh  responded  to  the  protests  by  pointing 
out  that  it  was  hypocritical  of  WAP  to  claim  that  they 
had  been  excluded  when  many  of  the  women 
involved  with  the  conference  had  been  labelled  "not 
feminists"  by  WAP  in  an  attempt  to  exclude  them 
from  the  women's  movement  altogether.  She  also 
pointed  out  that  WAPs  claim  that  the  Planning  Com¬ 
mittee  was  "undemocratic"  and  "suppressed  women's 
experiences"  seemed  strange  in  light  of  its  own 
organizational  practices.  Roz  Baxandall  (a  founding 
member  of  No  More  Nice  Girls),  speaking  from  the 
floor,  said  that,  she  found  her  group  almost  unrecog¬ 
nizable  from  the  description  in  the  flyer  and 
wondered  if  the  rest  of  the  flyer  was  equally  inaccu¬ 
rate.  Despite  the  coalition's  claim  to  represent  "a 
major  portion  of  the  feminist  movement,"  support  for 
the  protestors  seemed  moderate  and  in  marked 
contrast  to  the  enthusiastic  applause  generated  by 
the  other  speakers. 

Evidence  of  what  may  have  been  a  more  successful 
"protest"  against  this  free  a  discussion  of  sexuality 
appeared  as  a  small  insert  in  the  conference  packet 
which  stated  that  the  Conference  Diary,  a  booklet 
which  was  to  describe  the  process  of  planning  the 
conference  as  well  as  the  content  of  the  workshops, 
would  be  distributed  at  a  later  date.  There  were 
various  rumors  as  to  why  the  Diary  would  be  late. 
Several  Barnard  students  with  whom  I  spoke  claimed 
that  the  President  of  the  College,  whom  they  see  as 
homophobic  and  anti-feminist,  had  seized  the 
existing  Diaries  because  she  did  not  want  Barnard's 
name  associated  with  a  publication  which  portrayed 
sexuality,  and  particularly  lesbianism,  in  such  a 
positive  light.  They  linked  this  to  paranoia  over 
Barnard's  future  in  the  wake  of  Columbia  College's 
recent  decision  to  go  coed.  Esther  Newton,  a 
member  of  the  Planning  Committee,  has  confirmed 
that  the  Barnard  Administration  did  in  fact  decide  to 
suppress  the  Diary  and  that  this  has  created  serious 
conflict  between  the  Administration  and  the 
Women's  Center.  She  says  that  the  administration  is 
reprinting  the  Diary  minus  all  references  to  Barnard 
(including  the  Women's  Center)  at  its  own  expense, 
and  will  be  mailing  copies  to  all  conference  regis¬ 
trants.  Barnard  has  still  not  released  a  statement 
regarding  the  Diary  and  relations  between  the 
Administration  and  the  Women's  Center  remain 
strained. 


Nineteen  workshops  met  simultaneously  during  the 
afternoon.  In  "Beyond  the  Gay/Straight  Split:  Do 
SexuaJ  'Roles'  (Butch/Femme)  Transcend  Sexual 
Preference?",-  Esther  Newton  and  Shirley  Walton 
presented  the  results  of  a  preliminary  exploration  into 
four  dimensions  along  which  roles  can  operate. 

These  included  sexual  preference,  erotic  identity 
("how  one  presents  and  perceives  oneself  as  a  sexual 
object"),  erotic  role  (for  this  they  borrowed  the  s/m 
terms  "top"  and  "bottom"  to  describe  the  person  who 
"orchestrates"  and  the  person  who  "interprets  sexual 
initiatives"),  and  erotic  acts  (how  this  dimension 
operates  was  never  clarified,  but  it  may  relate  to 
penetration).  They  pointed  out  that  these  dimensions 
need  not  coincide,  i.e.  you  may  have  a  butch 
identity  but  be  a  femme  in  bed.  They  also  argOed 
that  roles  are  strongly  related  to  class  and  that  the 
predominance  of  middle-class  women  in  the  feminist 
movement,  with  their  ideal  of  androgyny,  arrogant 
attitude  toward  "ignorant"  bar  dykes,  and  their  fear  of 
sexual  objectification  —  all  of  which  may  be  class 
based  -  has  made  the  movement  an  unsafe  place  for 
working  class  women.  They  insisted  that,  to  remedy 
this  situation,  we  need  to  get  away  from  the  idea  of 
"politically  correct  sex." 

The  workshop  on  "Politically  Correct,  Politically 
Incorrect  Sexuality,"  was  led  by  four  women  who 
agreed  that  sexuality  simply  cannot  be  reduced  to 
such  definitions.  Muriel  Dimen  argued  that  sexuality 
is  "an  ambiguous  domain  between  dream  and  daily 
life  that  is  not  obedient  to  political  rules"  and  that  "by 
confining  sexuality  we  confine  desire,  which  is  the 
source  of  people's  creativity  and  revolutionary  ardor." 
Mirtha  Quintanales  argued  that  we  must  resist  the 
definition  of  ourselves  as  deviant,  since  accepting  it 
pushes  us  into  a  defensive  position  where  we  glorify 
being  sexual  outlaws  instead  of  struggling  against  the 
initial  exclusion.  She  also  pointed  out  that,  as  a 
woman  of  color,  she  finds  the  whole  argument 
meaningless,  since  deviance  can  only  be  measured  in 
relation  to  a  particular  culture  (or  class,  subculture, 
etc.),  that  what  we  need  to  discuss  is  not  deviance 
but  cultural  differences.  Dorothy  Allison  remarked 
that  it  is  "impossible  to  do  serious  political  work  if 
you  constantly  have  to  cover  your  ass"  and  that  the 
long-term  result  of  attacks  on  "politically  incorrect" 


sexuality  is  that  certain  women  are  silenced  and 
declared  irrelevant.  She  noted  that  the  position  taken 
by  the  WAP  flyer  was  that  "it's  all  right  to  be  turned 
on  by  politically  incorrect  sex  as  long  as  you  say 
you're  sorry  and  admit  that  there's  something  wrong 
with  you,"  but  she  refuses  to  feel  guilty  for  what  she 
likes.  She  also  refuses  to  be  labelled,  saying:  "I  don't 
fuck  now  like  I  fucked  last  month  and  I  probably 
won't  fuck  the  same  way  next  month  and  I  demand 
the  right  to  change."  (See  also  Joan  Nestle's  statement 
which  appears  as  a  "Speaking  Out"  in  this  issue.) 

At  her  workshop,  "Concepts  for  a  Radical  Politics  of 
Sex,"  which  was  attended  by  over  100  women,  Gayle 
Rubin  argued  that  we  must  develop  a  new  radical 
discourse  on  sexuality  in  the  face  of  a  developing 
feminist  "demonology"  which  scapegoats  sexual 
minorities  by  focusing  "legitimate  anger  at  real 
problems  —  such  as  coerced  sexuality  and  lack  of 
personal  safety  for  women  ...  on  all  sorts  of  already 
marginalized  behaviors  which  suffer  their  own 
oppression."  She  pointed  out  that  this  demonology 
dovetails  with  both  the  current  right  wing  discourse 
and  with  historical  state/church  discourse.  She 
emphasized  that  a  radical  discourse  must  see  sex  and 
gender  as  conceptually  distinct  —  that  feminism  and 
sexual  liberation  should  be  allies  but  that  they  are 
not  the  same  -  and  that  it  must  recognize  that  sexu¬ 
ality,  like  race  and  gender,  is  a  social  construct,  not  a 
biological  or  psychological  given.  She  drew  on  the 
historical  work  of  Michel  Foucault  and  Jeffrey  Weeks 
to  delineate  how  sexuality  and  the  apparatuses  for  its 
control  —  sex  laws,  psychiatry  and  medicine,  and  the 
power  structure  of  everyday  life  (including  bosses, 
i  families,  etc.)  -  emerged  out  of  the  19th  century, 
j  She  criticized  some  writers  who  have,  through 
misreading  Foucault,  used  him  to  undermine 
struggles  against  sexual  oppression  and  noted  that  his 
work  points  to^'a  social  hierarchy  based  on  sexual 
behaviour  ...  a  kind  of  'class  structure'  of  sex." 
Radicals  who  attempt  to  "draw  the  line"  between 
correct  and  incorrect  sexual  practices  -  how  many 
partners  and  what  objects  of  desire  should  be 
approved  -  are  themselves  implicated  in  this 
hierarchy. 

Rubin  ended  with  a  "program  for  a  radical  politics 
of  sex,"  which  would  include: 

1)  the  repeal  of  "all  sex  laws  except  those  dealing 

with  actual,  not  statutory,  coercion," 

2)  opposition  to  "erotic  persecution," 


3)  support  for  rights  to  free  "sexual  activity  and 
speech," 

4)  opposition  to  "sexual  McCarthyism,"  including 
that  within  radical  movements, 

5)  support  for  "perverts"  not  the  police  in  struggles 
over  territory,  and 

6)  the  development  of  a  "concept  of  benign  sexual 
variation"  -  which  is  radical,  rather  than  liberal,  in 
challenging  the  "moral  hierarchy  of  erotic  behavior" 
-  and  an  appreciation  for  cultural  differences.  She 
asked  that  we  "drain  sex  of  its  moral  content"  and 
put  the  moral  emphasis  where  it  belongs,  on  how 
we  treat  our  partners,  not  on  who  or  how  many 
they  are. 

In  the  afternoon  plenary  session,  Amber  Hollibaugh . 
stressed  that  the  approaches  which  we  take  towards 
sexuality  "literally  shape  the  orgasms  of  the  future," 
that  we  are  suffering  from  the  legacies  of  the  past 
and  that  we  need  to  think  carefully  about  how  we 
will  affect  the  women  who  come  after  us.  She  listed 
four  points  which  she  sees  as  critical  in  this  regard: 

"1)  the  right  to  discuss  openly  the  shapes  and 

images  within  our  desires,  recognizing  that  race, 
class,  and  sexual  preference  shape  each  person's 
concept  of  desire  in  a  radical  way. 

2)  the  right  to  take  risks  sexually  without  also  risk¬ 
ing  the  right  to  our  place  in  the  feminist  movement 
and/or  in  our  communities. 

3)  the  need  to  educate  ourselves  with  the  best 
information  available  about  all  aspects  of  sex  and 
to  have  access  to  that  knowledge  within  our  own 
institutions. 

4)  the  obligation  to  go  beyond  our  own  insights 
and  sharing  to  create  more  complex  theories  which 
inform  our  debates." 

Following  this  speech,  the  conference  closed  with  a 
poetry  reading  by  Hattie  Gossett,  Cherrie  Moraga  and 
Sharon  Olds.  The  poems  ranged  from  serious  and 
moving  to  funny  and  sexually  explicit  and  left  the 
audience  in  a  jubilant  and  energized  mood. 

The  following  day,  over  200  women  including 
many  of  the  conference  participants,  attended  a 
speak-out  on  "politically  incorrect  sex"  which  the 
Lesbian  Sex  Mafia  (LSM)  had  scheduled  to  coincide 
with  the  conference.  In  the  literature  which  was 
distributed  prior  to  the  speak-out,  LSM  emphasized 
that  talking  about  sex  in  any  public  way  is  dangerous. 
Their  statement  pointed  out  that  we  have  all  been 
"inoculated  with  the  belief  in  sin"  and  that,  although 
many  of  us  have  rejected  this  belief  in  relation  to 
homosexuality,  we  still  harbor  it  in  relation  to  other 
practices,  without  recognizing  that  it  affects  our 
sexuality  in  deep  ways.  We  have  also  been  socialized 
to  believe  that  everyone  is  the  same:  "what  is  not 
being  said  is  that  we  are  mostly  different"  and  that 
our  differences  are  not  allowed  to  show.  We  have 
been  encouraged  to  behave  as  if  we  all  have  the 
same  background,  as  if  our  differences  are  illusory. 

We  need  rather  to  acknowledge  these  differences  — 
of  class,  race,  sexual  practice  -  and  recognize  that 
they  can  be  a  source  of  power.  LSM  organized  the 
speak-out  as  an  attempt  to  shatter  these  silences  in 
the  movement  and  expose  the  gap  between  the 
reality  of  many  women's  feelings  and  the  guilt- 
inducing  theory  which  has  dominated  recent  feminist 
sexual  discourse:  "Feminism  must  never  be  the  theory 
that  gets  away  from  the  practice  -  the  everyday 
reality  of  our  lives  as  women  and  as  sexual  beings." 


Fourteen  women  spoke,  almost  all  of  whom  agreed 
to  be  quoted  and  photographed  despite  the  obvious 
risk  they  were  taking.  Although  pain  and  deep  feel¬ 
ings  were  expressed,  the  overall  tone  of  the  speak- 
out  was  humorous,  energetic  and  ever> flirtatious. 
Many  women  felt  that  this  event  had  more  in  common 
with  events  which  had  occurred  in  the  early  70's  than 
with  anything  in  recent  memory.  The  excitement 
generated  by  emotional  openness  and  the  constant 
flow  of  new  and  surprising  information  reminded 
many  of  the  "old  days."  As  one  woman  put  it,  "Today 
is  such  a  beautiful  celebration  of  erotic  sisterhood." 

Dorothy  Allison  spoke  about  being  raised  poor  and 
Southern,  about  coming  out  as  a  lesbian  before  dis¬ 
covering  feminism,  and  of  her  hope  that  she  had 
finally  found  one  place  -  the  women's  movement  - 
where  she  would  be  safe  and  accepted.  She 
described  how  her  desire  for  "rough"  sex  forced  her 
to  lead  a  double  life:  "during  the  day  I  was  a 
righteous  lesbian  feminist  but  at  night  I  went  out  and 
fucked  mean  ladies."  She  resolved  this  conflict  by 
becoming  celibate  until,  in  a  burst  of  confidence,  she 
confided  her  secret  to  a  feminist  friend  and  discov¬ 
ered  she  wasn't  alone.  Amber  Hollibaugh  told  a 
similar  story.  She  also  spoke  of  how  her  "wardrobe 
and  psyche  reflect  the  tension"  of  trying  to  be  "out" 
as  a  femme  and  yet  not  so  outrageous  that  no  one 
will  take  her  seriously.  She  expressed  the  pain  she 
feels  as  a  result  of  the  dominant  attitude  among 
feminists  that  femmes  are  stupid  and  lacking  in  politi¬ 


cal  consciousness,  that  "femmy"  is  considered  such  a 
terrible  insult. 

Betty  Dodson,  in  perhaps  the  most  outrageous 
"performance"  of  the  speak-out,  talked  about  how 
she  had  "resigned  as  a  feminist"  before  she  discov¬ 
ered  that  therewere  other  "sexual  outlaws."  She 
described  the  hassles  involved  in  being  bisexual  - 
"all  the  dykes  think  you're  a  spy"  -  and  how  she  had 
been  certain  that  LSM  too  would  reject  her,  saying 
that  she  had  always  been  into  "self-inflicted  pleasure 
and  group  sex"  but  that  s/m  was  a  recent  discovery. 

Gayle  Rubin  reiterated  some  of  what  she  said  at 
the  conference  and  expressed  fear  that  women  like 
her  who  were  open  about  being  into  s/m  will  suffer 
increasing  persecution:  "you  will  not  be  allowed  to 
do  public  speaking,  your  credentials  will  be  yanked." 
She  said  that  in  contrast  to  WAP's  accusations  "their 
treatment  of  me  is  a  politics  of  dominance  and  sub¬ 
mission  ...  an  attempt  to  control  other  women's 
sexuality."  They  were  the  real  abusers,  she  pointed 
out,  as  they  had  attempted  to  destroy  her  name  and 
peace  of  mind. 
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Rubin  was  followed  by  her  lover,  Pat  Califia,  who 
remarked,  "See  how  submissive,  mindless  and  abused 
she  is!"  Califia  talked  about  the  difficulties  she  en¬ 
countered  trying  to  come  out  as  a  teenager  and  how 
that  experience  had  made  "bringing  someone  out" 
very  important  to  her.  Part  of  her  reason  for  joining 
the  women's  movement  was  the  hope  that  she  might 
be  able  to  end  her  fascination  with  s/m  -  "maybe  if 
you  get  strong,  the  fantasies  will  go  away"  —  but  she 
discovered,  after  five  years  of  trying,  that  "feminism  is 
not  a  cure  for  sexual  perversion."  She  described  how, 
as  a  "top,"  she  "can't  resist  that  look  of  curiosity,  that 
someone  is  about  to  tell  me  a  secret"  which  she  sees 
in  women  who  are  admitting  their  interest  in  s/m. 

Judy  Butler  read  a  beautiful  and  moving  piece 
about  her  uncle,  Harold,  who  had  "ambiguous"  geni¬ 
tals  and  insisted  on  exposing  himself  in  public  bath¬ 
rooms  until  he  was  institutionalized  by  his  family.  In 
describing  the  profound  effect  this  had  on  her,  as 
well  as  on  her  two  gay  male  cousins,  she  wrote  "this 
absent  uncle  with  an  absent  phallus  has  been  for  me 
a  vital  absence"  and  insisted  that  we  all  "keep 
exposing  ourselves  to  the  world." 

Jewelle  Gomez  said  that  she  felt  odd  getting  up  to 
speak  after  "all  these  pioneering  sisters,"  since  she 
was  "just  into  blood"  and  still  couldn't  understand 
why  that  would  make  her  an  outlaw  to  lesbian  femi¬ 
nists.  She  no  longer  is  willing  to  tell  lies  about 
"having  a  headache"  and  now  feels  free  to  say  "I've 
got  my  period  -  want  some?"  She  noted  that  "being 
black  is  already  being  an  outlaw"  but  that  she  "never 
let  the  heterosexual  world  put  restrictions  on  me  and 
.  .  .  will  not  let  my  chosen  circle"  do  so  either. 

Another  woman  protested  "labels  that  must  stick," 
saying  that  she  is  mostly  a  femme  but  wants  the 
freedom  to  "do  all  of  it."  She  expressed  the  desire,  in 
her  life,  to  reverse  the  Freudian  notion  of  develop¬ 
ment  "where  you  grow  from  being  polymorphously 
perverse  into  a  really  narrow  sexuality,"  saying  that 
she  intended  to  "add  everything  I  can." 

The  speak-out  ended  with  Cherrie  Moraga,  who 
believes  she  has  always  been  an  outlaw  of  sorts. 

There  is  "so  little  safety  for  Latina  women"  and  that 
for  her  "to  be  a  politica,  a  writer  and  a  lesbian"  are 
themselves  "acts  of  disobedience."  She  spoke  of  how 
she  has  seen  the  fear  and  pain  which  are  aroused 
when  racism  comes  up  in  a  feminist  context  and  that 
the  panic  aroused  in  relation  to  sexual  minorities  - 
"they're  gonna  get  us"  -  looks  very  familiar  to  her. 
"I'm  not  convinced,"  she  said,  "that  who  we  are  now 
is  where  it's  at."  But  she  remains  convinced  that  the 
panic  comes  from  repression  and  that  panic  "needs 
to  be  broken  through." 

The  theme  which  seemed  to  weave  its  way  through 
the  entire  weekend  was  that  of  difference.  Feminism, 
like  Marxism,  lends  itself  to  oppressive  forces  when  it 
attempts  to  collapse  the  multiplicity  of  experience 
into  a  seamless  totality  which  banishes  ambiguity  and 
contradiction.  Many  women  agreed  with  Jan  Oxen- 
berg  who,  speaking  from  the  conference  floor  as  a 
"former  lesbian  separatist,"  said  that  what  looks  like 
an  anti-sexual  attitude  among  separatists  is  often 
really  a  "utopianism  bordering  on  nihilism,"  and  that, 
in  moving  beyond  this  position,  we  must  learn  to  live 
with  "extremes,"  to  retain  our  "painful  knowledge" 
even  as  we  reach  for  and  demand  pleasure.  As  diffi¬ 
cult  as  it  may  be,  we  also  need  to  live  with  the 
"extremes"  of  cultural,  racial,  sexual  and  class  differ¬ 
ences  without  making  the  ideology  of  the  melting  pot 
-  that  everyone  should  look  and  act  the  same  - 
into  the  ideology  of  the  feminist  movement.  What 
both  the  conference  and  the  speak-out  made  obvious 
is  that  only  by  learning  to  live  with  ambiguity  and 
diversity  can  we  make  feminism  a  movement  for  all 
women. 
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healthy  teeth  . . . 

they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon. -Sat.  &  evenings 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


16  HavTIand  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon.-Thurs.  9am-9pm  Friday  9am-6pm  Sat.  9am-2pm 
Wed.  6:30-8pm  Walk-in  VD  Testing/Treatment 


Services  Include 

•  Specialty  care  includes  minor  surgery,  dermatology,  infectious  diseases, 
gynecology,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  and 
psychiatry 

•  Board  certified  gay /lesbian  physicians  and  nurse  practitioners  available 


COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  FACILITIES 


•  Barrier-free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On-Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis/treatment  of 
sexually  transmitted  diseases 

10  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/ LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


complete  lock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 

and  reinforced  j 

Bonded 
Lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 

quality  work •  reasonable  prices 

24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


THE  GAY  GUV’S  GUIDE 


.STATION  423-4340 


-  DIRECT  FROM  NEW  YORK  - 

Pieces  of  Eight 
USDA  Choice 
Pier  Groups 

HOT  Flashes  \ 

Mondo  Sexus_ X  | 


Boston's  jest  Aff  Mate  SHowl 


They  were  “children  of  the  sixties” 
living  in  the  heart  of  the  Establishment. 

A  nd  they  were  gay  Ten  years  after  he  graduated 
from  Harvard,  Toby  Marotta  announced  his  homosexuality  in  the 
alumni  report.  He  discovered  he  had  not  been  alone.  Responses 
poured  in  from  his  classmates  of  1967,  acknowledging  their  own 
homosexuality.  Curious,  Marotta  sought  out  ten  fellow  Harvard 
gays  across  the  United  States.  Sons  of  Harvard  is  their  story  in 
their  own  words:  what  it  was  like  to  be  “the  best  and  the 
brightest” — and  gay.  The  result  is  a  pioneering  exploration  of 
attitudes  and  customs  typical  of  contemporary  gay  men,  and 
ultimately,  of  the  whole  generation  who  came  of  age  in  the  1960s. 


Gay  Men  from  the  Class  of 1967 


TOBY  MAROTTA 

author  of  The  Politics  of  Homosexuality 


$13.50 

William  Morrow  rrt 

105  Madison  Avenue  New  York  N  Y  10016  AJ/I 


Worser 

con i i lined  from  page  6 
son  —  apparently  solely  because 
he’s  straight  and  because  Kerwin 
likes  being  humiliated.  (After  all, 
assumes  the  film,  who  wouldn’t 
fall  in  love  with  Ryan  O’Neal.)  For 
all  its  gay  trappings  Partners  hates 
homosexuals  and  glorifies  the 
straight  male. 

Then  there  is  the  matter  ot  the 
mystery.  Well,  actually  there  isn’t 
any.  Totally  inept  in  plotting,  the 
film  tosses  us  bits  of  into  and  clues 
whenever  it  runs  low  on  jokes. 
Both  Benson  and  Kerwin  are  so 
slow  (actually  Kerwin  is  a  bit 
faster)  on  picking  up  stratagems 
and  the  most  obvious  leads  you  to 
begin  to  wonder  if  the  L.A.  police 
force  isn’t  in  on  a  cover-up  by 
assigning  them  to  the  case. 

The  relationship  between  Hurt 
and  O’Neal  is  classic  and  stretches 
back  through  movies  to  vaudeville 
and  burlesque:  the  straight  man 


and  the  bumbler.  George  Burns 
and  Gracie  Allen  did  it;  Red  Skel¬ 
ton  and  Ann  Rutherford  did  it  in 
Whistling  in  the  Dark ;  it’s  even 
underlying  the  Crosby  and  Hope 
Road  films.  And  Partners  follows 
the  conventions  even  to  the  end 
where  the  “straight  man”  gets  into 
trouble  and  the  bumbler  has  to 
save  him.  But  in  all  the  other  cases 
the  two  people  either  respect  one 
another  from  the  start,  or  during 
the  course  of  the  film  they  learn  to 
respect  one  another.  (This  is  called 
character  development,  something 
that  Burrows  and  Veber  seem  not 
to  have  heard  of.)  In  this  film  Ker¬ 
win  is  left  with  unrequited  love  and 
Benson  still  has  an  albatross 
around  his  neck. 

Partners  is  written  by  Francis 
Veber  who  was  responsible  for 
bringing  La  Cage  Aux  Folle  to  the 
screen.  And  while  La  Cage  was 
continued  on  /nine  12 


Now,  which  one  was  going  in  drag??? 


John  Hurt  (I)  and  Ryan  O’Neal  (r) 


Song 


continued  from  page  7 

Scott:  That’s  what’s  kind  of  contradictory  about  that  song: 
the  words  make  you  cry  but  the  music  makes  you  laugh. 
Now,  how  about  “One  Mo’  Teeket  Fo’  De  Show”? 

’Berri:  That  song  is  making  light  of  a  situation  where,  when 
I  was  living  in  Tucson,  I  bought  tickets  for  a  movie  for  me 
and  my  friend,  and  before  we  even  got  to  see  the  show  we 
broke  up. 

Scott:  I  heard  Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock  in  Oakland  last 
month,  and  they  were  obviously  really  aware  that  they  were 
playing  to  an  audience  which  was  largely  white  that  they 
somehow  had  to  educate  about  racism.  Do  you  run  up 
against  that? 

’Bern:  I  play  before  many  different  kinds  of  audiences.  I’ve 
had  all  lack  audiences,  I’ve  had  audiences  that  were 
basically  straight. 

Scott:  Do  you  play  the  same  songs  for  any  audience,  do  you 
play  your  gay  songs  for  a  straight  audience? 

’Bern:  Sure  do.  ’Course,  I  don’t  bombard  ’em,  I  don’t 
start  out  with  the  gay  stuff,  I  don’t  want  to  isolate  them.  I 
try  to  do  stuff  to  turn  them  on  to  me  musically.  Then  after 
you’ve  won  them  over  that  way,  they’re  willing  to  listen  to 
anything  else  that  you  have  to  say.  Usually,  I  try  to  cover  a 
few  themes  when  I’m  working,  and  there  I  do  talk  about 
racism.  I  talk  about  it,  and  I  have  some  songs  that  deal  with 
racism,  “Wise  Up,”  and  I  have  a  song  called  “The  Ballad 
of  Louis  Taylor”  which  is  about  a  young  black  kid  who  is 
screwed  over  by  the  American  judicial  system  because  he  is 
a  .black  child.  I  have  a  song  called  “We’ve  All  Come 
Together,”  which  is  a  song  about  Third  World  unity.  In  my 
set  I  tell  stories  and  have  talks  with  the  people  I’m  perform¬ 
ing  for. 

Scott:  Do  you  get  good  response  and  participation? 

Continued  on  page  12 
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Odyssey  of  a  Unicorn 


By  Nancy  Walker  following  morning  promptly  at 

Recently  my  sother  and  I  saw  a  11:00.  Maude  is  far  from  thrilled 
play  called  “A  Coupla  White  at  the  prospect.  She  has  a  schedule 
Chicks.”  Yes,  I  know,  since  it  and  does  not  wish  to  deviate  from 
wasn’t  about  barnyard  fowl,  and  I  it  for  the  sake  of  a  gaudy  ex-Texan 
was  aware  of  that,  we  should  have  who  has  already  admitted  to  spy- 
boycotted  (girl/woman  cotted?)  ing  on  her. 
the  show,  but  I  was  interested  in  Well,  her  schedule  gets  shot  to 
seeing  a  production  clearly  intend-  pieces  during  the  play  and  the  two 
ed  to  deal  with  women  whose  lives  women  do  become  friends  —  by 
were  totally  different  from  mine.  I  sharing  the  body  of  Hannah  Mae’s 
have  sympathies  with  suburban  husband  who  came  to  call  one 
housewives,  and,  after  seeing  this  morning,  Wednesday  morning, 
play,  1  feel  genuine  sorrow  for  and  casually  had  sex  with  Maude, 
some  of  those  whose  lives  are  so  Maude  was  horrified  at  her  own 
unnecessarily  wasted,  so  emo-  behavior,  though  she  had  been 
tionally  and  creatively  empty.  vulnerable  to  Carl’s  advances 
There  were  only  two  people  in  because  her  husband’s  inattention 
the  cast,  the  “chicks,”  one  of  had  left  her  with  an  enormous  sex- 
whom  had  just  moved  into  West-  ual  hunger. 

Chester  County,  New  York,  from  Hannah  came  by  that  day  at  her 
Texas  and  decided  that  she  simply  usual  1 1  o’clock  and  Maude  con- 
had  to  become  friends  with  the  fessed  that  she  and  Carl  had  “done 
other,  a  houswife  who  was  already  it.”  Hannah  Mae  was  not  at  all 
firmly  ensconced  in  that  very  lux-  ruffled  by  the  occurrence.  All  she 
urious  community  (“one  of  the  ten  wanted  to  know  was  whether  Carl 
most  expensive  places  to  live  in  the  had  given  a  Texas  whoop  at  his 
world”).  Maude,  the  native  New  climax.  Learning  that  he  hadn’t, 
Yorker,  was  emotionally  uptight,  she  seemed  quite  content  with  her 
rigid,  everything-in-its-place  con-  obvious  sexual  superiority  and  im- 
trolled.  She  was  making  cookies  mediately  began  trying  to  soothe 
for  one  of  her  many  organizational  Maude’s  frazzled  nerves, 
commitments  at  the  beginning  of  1  suppose  fidelity  is  as  un- 
the  play.  Every  movement  was  necessary  these  days  among  non- 
precise,  measured.  She  used  a  little  gays  as  it  is  among  gays,  but  1  was 
wind-up  timer  to  tell  her  when  surprised  at  the  ease  with  which 
each  cookie  tray  was  to  be  retriev-  the  wife  handled  the  situation.  Ac- 
ed  from  the  oven,  so  her  initial  ac-  tually  it  was  the  husband’s  body 
tions  were  punctuated  by  the  that  bridged  the  gap  between  the 
timer’s  buzzer.  She  placed  a  long-  two  women  and  finally  led  to 
distance  call  to  her  husband  who  Maude’s  allowing  Hannah  to  be- 
was  “vacationing”  with  his  come  her  intimate  friend, 
secretary  in  Puerto  Rico.  It  was  Though  it  was  quite  clear  that 
obvious  from  the  conversation  on'  there  was  no  overt  lesbian  impulse 
our  end  of  the  line  that  husband  behind  Hannah’s  advances  toward 
Tyler  was  not  interested  in  Maude.  Maude,  there  was  certainly  a  very 
Maude’s  behavior  became  more  revealing  emotional  drive,  the 
understandable.  But  Maude  was  need  for  a  close  personal  friend, 
not  a  single  dimensional  character,  the  need  fpr  comfort  and  compan- 
She  appeared  initially  flat,  boring  ionship  of  an  intense  and  reliable 
and  rich  without  enjoyment  until  nature. 

she  danced  with  delicious  abandon  As  the  play  progressed  the  two 
to  some  music  playing  on  her  women  (so  incredibly  different 
radio.  Meanwhile,  the  new  that  there  seemed  no  hope  of  a  real 
neighbor,  Hannah  Mae,  was  alliance  at  the  onset)  became  closer 
watching  all  this  through  Maude’s  and  closer  and  by  the  end  had 
kitchen  window.  worked  out  a  means  of  remaining 

Hannah  Mae  finally  makes  her  relatively  sane  and  relatively 
presence  known  and  comes  barg-  happy. 

ing  into  Maude’s  kitchen  and  her  They  made  a  blood  bond 
life.  Maude  is  considerably  put  off  (shades  of  the  old  male  heroes, 
by  Hannah  Mae’s  gushy,  warm  usually  of  two  different  races,  who 
totally  uninhibited  display  of  in-  became  “blood  brothers”)  of  eter- 
terest  and  affection.  Maude  says  nal  friendship  and  swore  that  one 
Hannah  can  have  one  cup  of  cof-  weekend  a  month  they  would  go 
fee  and  then  she’s  to  leave,  but  into  the  Big  Apple  and  live  it  up, 
Hannah  raves  about  the  taste  of  which  included  the  pursuit  of  male 
the  coffee  and  manages  to  get  two  bedroom  service,  and  subsequent 
cups  before  she  departs,  firmly  “reviews”  to  the  tune  of  sharp- 
stating  that  she  will  return  the  edged  giggles. 

New  Records 

By  Melissa  Wills  the  meet  tremendously.  “Muscles 

History  was  made  April  17,  in  are  beautiful  whether  they  are  on 
Cambridge.  Seventeen-year-old  men  or  women,”  he  said.  “And  by 
Becky  Beam  deadlifted  275  Vi  lifting  weights  they  feel  great  — 
pounds  at  a  women’s  powerlifting  don’t  they?”  He  said  he  watched  a 
meet,  and  the  crowd  exploded  with  powerlifting  competition  once 
cheers  and  applause.  Three  inter-  before,  and  now  is  hooked  on  the 
national  judges  acknowledged  the  sport.  “The  young  ones  (teen- 
lift  as  a  teenage  women’s  world  agers)  are  lifting  almost  as  much  as 
record.  Hours  before.  Beam  set  the  seniors,”  he  said  with  admira- 
world  records  in  the  squat  and  tion.  “And  they  are  just  starting 
bench  press.  Beam’s  lifts  were  only  out.” 

part  of  the  excitement  that  sparked  For  Linda  Sullivan,  age  21,  this 
the  success  of  the  First  Annual  was  her  first  powerlifting  competi- 
New  England  Women’s  Powerlift-  tion.  Sullivan,  a  member  of  the 
ing  Open.  N.E.W.  Gym  team,  placed  second 

Sponsored  by  the  New  England  in  her  weight  class  of  165  'A 
Women’s  Gym,  the  meet  proved  pounds.  Proudly  grasping  her 
that  women’s  powerlifting  can  trophy,  Sullivan  bubbled  with  ex¬ 
draw  a  sizable  crowd  when  separ-  .citement  after  her  day-long 
ated  from  men’s  competition.  “learning  experience.” 

Meet  director  Michelle  Green-  Confessing  that  she  never  heard 
span  ran  the  competition  smoothly  the  cheering  crowd,  she  said, 
and  professionally.  The  day  was  “Powerlifting  takes  a  lot  of  con- 
divided  so  the  lighter  classes  (96  to  centration.  It  demands  self- 
132 ‘A  pounds)  lifted  in  the  morn-  discipline.  I  blocked  everything 
ing.  They  received  their  trophies  out  so  I  could  concentrate  on  see- 
before  the  heavier  classes  (148  V*  to  ing  the  light  (a  source  of  energy) 
unlimited)  competed.  The  meet  and  the  weight  1  had  to  lift.” 
lasted  about  eight  hours,  and  end-  The  lifter  said  she  turned  to 
ed  by  6:00  p.m.  weight  training  in  order  to  feel 

Although  the  spectators  mostly  physically  fit. 
were  women,  there  was  a  handful  “I  grew  up  in  the  country,  and  I 
of  men  in  the  bleachers.  One  grey  did  a  lot  of  physical  labor  like 
haired  gentleman  said  he  enjoyed  splitting  wood.  I  love  to  be  phy- 


Their  solution,  of  course,  was 
available  to  them  only  because 
they  belonged  to  a  monied  and 
privileged  order  of  people,  and  I 
realize  that  it  is  difficult  for  a 
hungry,  cold  or  jobless  person  to 
feel  much  genuine  pity  for  such  in¬ 
dividuals,  yet  I  was  struck  by  the 
bleakness  of  it  all,  by  the  fact  that 
from  the  lines  in  the  play  it  was 
established  that  these  women  were 
intelligent  and  healthy  and  could 
have  done  otherwise.  They  were 
trapped,  however,  by  their  in¬ 
escapable  sexual  bondage  to  men. 

Hannah  Mae  had  always  been 
afraid  of  her  big  hulking  animal  of 
a  husband,  but  through  the  slight¬ 
ly  liberating  relationship  (or  hope 
of  it)  that  she  had  with  Maude,  she 
was  able  to  fight  back,  and  discov¬ 
ered  that  she  actually  was  able  to 
win  against  him.  She  was  able  to 
fell  him,  not  ask  him,  that  she  was 
going  to  establish  her  monthly 
jaunts  with  Maude,  and  he  was 
forced  to  accept  her  decision  in  the 
matter.  This  was  a  major  break¬ 
through,  an  enormous  step  for¬ 
ward  in  Hannah’s  approach  to  in¬ 
dependent  personhood.  How  ter¬ 
ribly,  terribly  sad. 

The  only  really  significant  rela¬ 
tionship  in  these  women’s  lives  was 
their  friendship.  They  came  to 
mean  much  to  each  other  and  even 
so,  they  could  not  dispose  of  the 
need  for  male  sexual  companion¬ 
ship.  Or  was  it  the  playwright’s 
way  of  keeping  everything  on  the 
up  and  up?  Unfortunately,  not 
every  woman  is  receptive  to  the 
idea  that  she  should  throw  over 
tradition  entirely  and  take  to  the 
hills  with  some  delicious  female, 
never  to  be  available  to  men  again. 
Whether  we  like  it  or  not  (and  I 
don’t  particularly  mind  that  most 
women  are  not  in  the  top  ten  per¬ 
cent),  women  who  are  not  of  our 
own  persuasion  still  have  to  find  a 
meaningful  life  for  themselves. 
The  two  “chicks”  in  the  play  had 
neither  children  nor  fulfilling  mar¬ 
riages  nor  careers  nor  adequate 
self-understanding.  All  they  had 
was  money  and  some  vague  sense 
that  life  was  not  what  it  should  be. 

The  play  was  billed  as  a  comedy. 
It  had  its  funny  moments,  but  its 
essence  was  just  short  of  tragic 
from  my  point  of  view.  It  held  up  a 
mirror  before  the  face  of  rich, 
white,  female  suburbia,  and  the 
reflection  was  a  smiling  face  with 
tears  in  its  eyes. 

Can  you  imagine  spending  a  life¬ 
time  coming  to  your  neighbor’s 
kitchen  every  weekday  morning  at 
continued  on  page  II 


sically  active.  Weightlifting  is  a 
growing  sport,”  she  said.  “There 
is  more  enthusiasm  and  support 
now  for  women  powerlifters  and 
body  builders.” 

Results  for  the  First  Annual 
New  England  Women’s 
Powerlifting  Open 


Weight  Class 

Total  Weight 

(pounds) 

Lifted  (pounds) 

96 

1.  JosieLemme 

457  A 

105 

1.  Liberty  Winter 

688  3/4 

2.  Susan  Capigan 

4793/4 

3.  Jane  Schwartz 

457'A 

115 

1.  Margarita  Ascencio 

4623/4 

123 

1 .  Deborah  Mitchell 

584 

2.  Theresa  Keaney 

507 

132  Vi 

1.  Judy  Johnson 

567  '/1 

2.  Rochelle  Rosenberg 

518 

148  3/4 

1.  Diane  Napolitan 

755 

2.  Cat  Chase 

733 

3.  Becky  Beam 

121  Vi 

165  A 

1.  Lavinia  Ratley 

705/4 

2.  Linda  Sullivan 

529 

3.  Cindy Taffel 

512/2 

181% 

1.  Jennifer  Weyland 

1041  Vi 

2.  Marge  Bellow 

617/4 

Unlimited 

Lauren  MacFarlane 

6993/4 
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behavior 
associates 
of  boston 


•  Weight  Control 

•  Anxiety  Reduction 


Serving  the  Community 

•  Social  Skills  Training 

•  Phobias 

•  Depression  <  Hypnosis 

•  Assertiveness  Training  *  Counseling 

•  Gay  and  Lesbian  Couples  Counseling 

For  a  consultation  with  one  of  our  licensed 
psychologists,  social  workers  or  career  counselors, 
call  262-9116 

45  NEWBURY  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 


™*t"zcrelin' 

A  ,97’ 


80  Boylston  St.,  Suite  855.  Boston.  MA  02116 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


3UTT@NS!  BUTTONS!  BUTTONS 

_ Oral  Majority _ Pink  Triangle _ Double  Woman’s 

Symbol  _ Double  Man’s  Symbol  _ I’m  One  Too 

_ Different  But  Equal _ Immoral  Minority _ The  Moral 

Majority  is  Neither _ Dyke _ Faggot _ How  Dare  You 

Presume  I’m  Straight _ Gay  And  Proud _ I  Own  My  Body 

But  I  Share  _ Sister _ Brother _ Lambda  Symbol 

_ I’m  Unattached,  But  Very  Together _ Keep  Your  Laws 

Off  My  Body _ Ronald  Reagan,  Fascist  Gun  In  The  West 

_ Freedom  Of  Choice _ I  Like  Older  Women _ I  Like 

Older  Men  _ God  Is  Coming  And  Is  She  Pissed 

_ Born  Again  Pagan _ Born  Again  Atheist _ Children 

Are  People  Too! 

|  50*  Each,  Minimum  Order  $2.00  plus  10%  Postage,  SSAE  For 
Our  Button  And  Bumper  Sticker  List.  617-437-1854 

Freedom  Center,  Arlington  Street  Church, 

355  Boylston  St.  Boston,  MA  02116 
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•  Song 
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’Bern:  I  do.  I  get  good  feedback, 
even  from  straight  people  who 
come  and  tell  me  that  they  like  my 
stuff. 

Scott:  How  about  in  dealing  with 
other  musicians  about  homo¬ 
phobia  or  racism? 


’Bern:  I  have  had  people  who  like 
what  I’m  doing  musically  would 
never  play  with  me  because  they 
would  be  afraid  that  people  would 
assume  —  you  know,  guilt 
through  association.  It  ranges, 
though.  I’ve  always  had  the 
assumption  that  most  of  the 
straight  musicians  are  going  to  be 
scared  off  by  homophobia,  but 
the  music  itself  is  good  music,  so 
it’s  kind  of  hard  for  a  good  musi¬ 
cian  not  to  be  attracted  to  the 
music.  It’s  an  interesting  dynamic. 

Scott:  Certainly  the  same  thing 
goes  for  audiences.  Really,  that’s 
the  whole  point,  in  a  lot  of  ways, 
with  the  kind  of  music  you  do.  Do 
you  support  yourself  with  your 
music? 

’Bern:  Yep.  Although  I’m  work¬ 
ing  for  an  organization  in  a 
musical  sort  of  capacity;  it’s  not  a 
weekly  paycheck,  though,  it’s 
kind  of  seasonal.  We  take  inner 
city  kids  out  to  a  wilderness  ex¬ 
perience.  I  take  my  guitar  on  my 
back  and  play  between  the  heavy 
sessions  or  at  night.  We  work  with 
kids  around  racism  and  sexism, 
that’s  the  focus  of  our  work.  We 
recruit  the  kids  through  communi¬ 
ty  agencies,  and  we  get  a  real 
cross-section  of  kids,  high  risk  to 
low  risk,  racially  and  sexually  we 
have  a  balance  as  much  as  we  can. 
The  groups  range  from  22  to  28 
kids,  from  15  to  18  years  old. 

Scott:  When  would  you  say  you 
came  out,  and  how  did  it  affect 
your  music? 


’Berri:  I  didn’t  come  out  musically 
until  I  joined  Gunther  Quint  (in 
1971),  and  then  I  was  out  musical¬ 
ly  the  rest  of  the  time.  But  I  came 
out  publicly  in  ’68.  I’ve  been  sex¬ 
ually  attracted  to  males  as  far 
back  as  I  can  remember,  as  far 
back  as  age  three  or  four.  My 
mother  found  out  I  was  gay  when 
I  was  fifteen. 

Scott:  That  was  before  you 

Central  Square,  Cambridge  MA  eloped  ' '  1 

’Bern:  Right.  But  my  family  has 
been  real  supportive.  They’re  real 
excited  about  the  album.  I’m  go¬ 
ing  to  see  them  in  Baltimore,  it’s 
the  first  stop  on  my  tour. 

Scott:  Where  else  are  you  playing, 
and  who’s  producing  you? 

Unicorn 

continued  from  page  II 
1 1 :00  for  coffee,  and  going  to  New 
York  City  once  a  month  to  spend 
money  and  spite  your  husband? 
My  sother  and  I  looked  at  each 
other  and  shuddered.  We  realized 
for  the  many  how  manieth  time 
that  whatever  our  financial  trials, 
our  job  trials,  our  political  trials, 
we  are  a  million  per  cent  better  off 
than  many  of  our  straight  counter¬ 
parts. 

We  were  both  sorry  that  the  La¬ 
dies  Home  Journal  set  or  maybe 
it’s  Vogue  at  that  economic  level, 
can’t  seem  to  find  its  way  out  of 
the  miasma  of  men  and  money  to 
reach  the  kind  of  self-actualization 
that  would  make  such  women  a 
more  valuable  asset  to  society  as  a 
whole  and  to  themselves  as  in¬ 
dividuals.  1  don’t  know  what  the 
solution  to  their  obvious  problem 
might  be.  Lesbianism  looks  super¬ 
ficially  like  a  possible  answer,  but 
the  real  answer  lies  in  each 
person’s  ability  to  exercise  the 
birthright  of  freedom  to  develop 
all  of  oneself.  In  the  play  the 
women  expanded  their  horizon  a 
few  inches;  what  they  needed  was 
yards  and  yards  .  .  . 


492-9545 


GROWTH  POTENTIAL! 

Therapy  Group  for  Gay  Men 

LQ,work  on  VaiiQiisJLifcJas.ues 

NOW  FORMING 

Mass  Bay 

Counseling  Associates 


Dennis  ladarola  965-1311 


Don  McGaw 


Opportunities 
In  Human  Services 

Our  residential  school  for  the  developmental^  disabled  provides 
a  wide  range  of  services  to  assist  our  clients  in  acquiring  daily 
living  skills.  We  are  currently  seeking  human  services  oriented 
people  for  a  number  of  full  time  and  part  time  positions  as 
Mental  Retardation  Assistants. 

Femald  offers  you: 

•  Extensive  orientatioa  and  on-going  training  and  supervision. 

•  The  chance  to  explore  various  career  options  within  the 
Human  Service  profession. 

•  Promotional  opportunities. 

•  An  excellent  benefits  package. 

•  A  convenient  location  (20  minutes  west  of  Boston),  and 
a  scenic,  suburban  work  environment 

Starting  Salary:  $1 1,628 

For  further  information  or  to  arrange  an  interview,  please  call: 
Recruitment  Department 
617-894-3600,  ext  2486,  87 
or  write  to  us  at: 

Walter  E.  Femald  State  School 
200  Trapelo  Road 
Waltham,  Mass.  02154 

WALTER  E.  FERNALD 

State  School 


An  equal  opportunity  employer  ft/F/H 


Ward,  Rizzo  &  Lund 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 


•  Relationship  Contracts 

•  Wills 

•  Domestic  Relations 

•  Corporate  Matters 


•  Immigration 

•  Civil  &.  Criminal  Litigation 

•  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Estate  Planning 


Two  Park  Square* Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
617-426-2020 


512  Massachusetts  Ave 


’Berri:  The  National  Coalition  of 
Black  Gays  is  sponsoring  my  pro¬ 
gram  in  D.C.,  Proud  Pansy  Pro¬ 
ductions  is  doing  my  program  in 
Boston,  People’s  Voice  Cafe  is 
doing  it  in  New  York,  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  the  program  is  sponsored 
by  Giovanni’s  Room,  which  is  a 
gay  book  store  there  —  it  might 
also  be  co-sponsored  by  Black  and 
White  Men  Together.  A  man 
named  Franklin  Abbott  —  I  don’t 
know  what  group  he’s  with, 
maybe  a  men’s  group  or  a  fairy 
group,  maybe  just  some  friends  — 
in  Atlanta,  and  a  group  called 
LaSIS  (Louisiana  Sissies  in  Strug¬ 
gle)  in  New  Orleans. 

Scott:  Do  you  do  much  fairy 
stuff? 

’Berri:  I’m  not  a  fairy.  I’ve  work¬ 
ed  for  fairy  groups  that  have 
sponsored  concerts  of  mine,  but, 
well,  I’ll  go  through  the  story  and 
hope  that  it  doesn’t  get  twisted.  I 
put  a  statement  out  one  time 
about  the  reason  I  wasn’t  a  fairy, 
and  it  got  really  twisted  to  the 
point  that  it  got  down  to  Harry 
Hay,  the  chief  fairy,  that  I  was 
anti-fairy  and  that  I  hated  fairies, 
and  that  was  not  what  I  said  at  all. 

The  way  I  see  the  fairy  move¬ 
ment  is  that  it  is  European  males 
tracing  their  European  roots.  I  am 
not  European.  My  race  of  people 
was  colonized  by  Europeans.  I 
feel  that  to  embrace  that  philos¬ 
ophy  would  take  me  further  away 
from  who  I  am  as  an  African  per¬ 
son.  I  really  feel  the  need  to  iden¬ 
tify  as  an  African  person  more 
than  I  feel  the  need  to  identify  as  a 
gay  person.  I  feel  it  would  take  me 
further  away  from  what  I  see  as 
trying  to  embrace  my  own  spirit¬ 
uality.  Even  the  word  “fairy”  has 
European  roots. 

And  that’s  it.  And  I’m  not  anti¬ 
fairy.  I  think  it’s  really  a  good 
thing  that  that’s  happening.  I 
know  for  a  fact  that  there  are 


many  African  tribes  and  societies 
that  have  incorporated  and  accept 
gay  lifestyles,  but  that  kind  of 
education  has  been  kept  from 
other  black  people.  They  still  look 
at  being  queer  as  being  the  white 
man’s  disease,  and  of  course  it’s 
not.  It’s  a  phenomenon  of  nature, 
just  like  breathing. 

Scott:  When  you  play  to  a  black 
audience,  do  you  talk  about  gay 
history  in  Africa? 

’Bern:  No.  When  I’m  playing  to  a 
black  audience,  I  talk  about  the 
repression  of  black  gays,  and  I 
usually  do  “It’s  Okay,”  which 
talks  about  my  growing  up  gay.  I 
also  do  poetry,  and  in  the  poetry  I 
try  to  connect  those  things  all 
together. 

Scott:  Do  you  ever  get  black  peo¬ 
ple  who  say  to  you  that  you’ve  got 
a  white  man’s  disease  .  .  . 

’Berri:  No.  Most  people  are  so 
thrilled  after  I  do  “Eat  the 
Rich”  .  .  . 

Scott:  There’ve  been  rumors  that 
there  will  be  a  gay  men’s  music 
festival  sometime  this  summer;  if 
it  happened,  would  you  go? 

’Berri:  I’d  go  if  I  was  invited.  If 
there  was  a  gay  men’s  music  festi¬ 
val  and  I  wasn’t  invited,  I’d  be 
really  surprised,  because  as  far  as  I 
know,  I  am  the  only  Third  World 
man  who’s  doing  music  that’s 
conscious. 

Blackberri  will  be  performing  in 
Boston  in  a  benefit  concert  for 
Gay  Community  News  on  Satur¬ 
day,  May  15  at  the  Boston 
YWCA.  Performing  with  him  will 
be  the  all-women’s  band  SHAK- 
RA,  with  Barbara  Keel,  Debbie 
Lempke,  Rosanne  Hebert  and 
Shani  Dowd.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  GCN. 


mu 


Worser 


continued  from  page  10 
also  based  upon  standard  plot  de¬ 
vices  (particularly  Kaufmann  and 
Hart’s  You  Can’t  Take  It  With 
You )  it  managed  to  use  stereotypes 
to  infuse  a  real  gay  wit  into  the 
material.  Possibly  trying  to  cash  in 
on  earlier  successes,  Veber  has 
gone  totally  wrong  here:  nothing  is 
right  about  the  movie.  In  Cage  the 
characters  were  likeable,  here  they 
are  either  repulsive  or  pathetic. 
The  film  is  so  badly  produced  that 
they  didn’t  even  bother  to  get  the 
costumes  right  (no  one  would  ever 
wear  black  leather  bikini  briefs 
under  a  pair  of  chaps).  Where 
Cage  was  witty,  Partners  is  witless. 


There  is  more  plot  in  a  Nancy 
Drew  mystery,  more  depth  of 
emotion  in  a  La  Verne  and  Shirley 
episode,  and  more  gayness  in  a 
Milton  Berle  drag  routine  or  a 
Carol  Burnett/Lana  Turner  par¬ 
ody. 

Partners  is  a  cheap,  offensive 
rip-off  of  not  only  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  (an  obviously  targeted  au¬ 
dience)  but  of  the  general  movie¬ 
going  public.  Its  sensibility  is 
about  15  years  too  late,  and  its  rot¬ 
ten  writing  and  filming  is  sub-bad 
TV.  The  only  consolation  it  may 
bring  is  that  things  —  movie  wise 
—  have  to  get  better. 


Gay  Community  News,  May  15  1982  •  Page  13 


Prostitution 


Charges 

continued  from  page  I 

As  GC7V goes  to  press,  Dean  has 
been  released  and  the  charge 
against  him  dropped.  Vermont  At¬ 
torney  General  John  Easton  said 
Dean  has  agreed  to  cooperate  with 
the  investigation,  but  refused  to  be 
more  specific. 

Bellows  Falls  Police  Chief  Sig-. 
mund  Ostrowski  and  Vermont  At¬ 
torney  General  Easton  called  a 
press  conference  the  day  of  the  ar¬ 
raignments  to  explain  the  in¬ 
vestigations  and  arrests.  A 
reporter  present  at  that  press  con¬ 
ference  told  GCN  that  Ostrowski 
and  Easton  said  Club  Interna¬ 
tional  advertised  in  “underground 
and  alternative  papers”  in  Boston, 
and  that  the  men  who  answered 
the  advertisements  received  news¬ 
letters  showing  nude  photographs, 
first  names  and  code  numbers  of 
“Playboys”  advertised  as  escorts. 
Police  claimed  that  customers 
would  call  in  and  arrange  to  spend 
time  with  escorts  at  fixed  prices. 

The  club  allegedly  also  arranged 
group  trips  to  Chicago,  Ft.  Lau¬ 
derdale,  Toronto  and  Mexico  Ci¬ 
ty.  Boston  police  have  given  a 
similar  account  of  the  club’s  ac¬ 
tivities. 

GCN  has  been  unable  to  con¬ 
firm  a  late  report  in  the  Boston 
Herald  American  which  alleges  a 
connection  between  the  Club  In¬ 
ternational  and  “gay  entrepreneur 
Roy  Ames,  now  serving  time  in  a 
federal  prison  for  his  involvement 
in  child  pornography  films.”  Both 
Vermont  Attorney  General  Easton 
and  Bellows  Falls  Police  Lieute¬ 
nant  Francis  Aumand  said  they 
knew  of  no  such  connection.  A 
reporter  for  the  Herald  American 
would  say  only  that  the  informa¬ 
tion  had  been  obtained  from  fed¬ 
eral  officials.  U.S.  Attorney 
George  Cooke,  contacted  in  Ver¬ 
mont,  refused  comment  and  U.S. 
Postal  Service  Inspector  Jim 
Burke,  who  is  working  on  the  case, 
was  unavailable. 

Ostrowski  was  unavailable  on 
several  occasions  and  failed  to 
repeated  telephone  calls. 

According  to  Boston  Police  De¬ 
partment  Deputy  Superintendent 
James  J.  Feeney,  the  Boston  vice 
squad  detectives  who  arrested 
Noel  and  Teller  seized  “records, 
mailing  lists,  and  descriptions  of 
young  models”  as  well  as  video¬ 


tape  cassettes.  Feeney  said  he  was 
unsure  how  many  names  were  con¬ 
tained  in  the  mailing  lists  and 
would  not  say  what  would  be  done 
with  the  names. 

At  least  six  law  enforcement 
agencies  took  part  in  the  investiga¬ 
tion,  which  police  said  began  in 
December  1981  after  a  Club  Inter¬ 
national  newsletter  was  given  to  an 
undercover  officer  in  Bellows 
Falls.  Boston  vice  detectives  work¬ 
ed  with  Bellows  Falls  police  of¬ 
ficers,  Windham  County  sheriff’s 
officers,  Vermont  state  police  and 
investigators  from  the  Vermont 
Attorney  General’s  office  and  the 
U.S.  Postal  Service. 

GCN  asked  Feeney  if  the  FBI 
had  taken  any  part  in  the  investiga¬ 
tion.  “I  don’t  know  about  the 
FBI,  although  in  all  probability 
they  could  be  involved  because 
they  have  a  special  unit  that  tries  to 
identify  the  people  in  the  films,” 
he  said. 

Since  the  charges  brought 
against  the  five  entail  the  transpor¬ 
tation  of  persons  across  state  lines 
and  international  borders  for  pur¬ 
poses  of  prostitution,  it  is  possible 
that  the  men  may  ultimately  be 
charged  under  federal  law.  As 
GCN  goes  to  press,  Vermont 
authorities  are  scheduled  to  meet 
with  U.S.  attorneys. 

FBI  agents  in  Rutland,  Vt.,  and 
Albany,  N.Y.,  who  were  con¬ 
tacted  by  GCN  refused  to  say 
whether  that  agency  was  involved 
in  the  investigations.  Both  agents 
also  refused  to  identify  them¬ 
selves.  However,  John  Gamel,  a 
special  agent  in  the  Boston  field 
office  of  the  FBI,  told  GCN  that 
his  agency  had  taken  no  part  in  the 
investigations. 

Boston  newscasts  reporting  on 
the  local  arrests  showed  film  of 
some  of  the  evidence  seized  by 
police.  Clearly  visible  in  that  film 
was  a  pamphlet  entitled  “Intro¬ 
ducing  the  North  American  Man- 
Boy  Love  Association.”  Asked  if 
the  investigation  was  in  any  way 
concerned  with  NAMBLA,  both 
Feeney  and  Boston  Vice  Squad 
Chief  Stephen  DeLosh  replied  that 
they  had  never  heard  of  the 
organization.  NAMBLA  spokes¬ 
person  Tom  Reeves  told  GCN  that 
none  of  the  individuals  arrested 
have  any  connection  with  the 


New  York  Violence 


continued  from  page  l 

viance  and  Minchic  case,  met  with 
all  those  present  at  the  April  28 
hearing  to  give  details  of  what 
happened  at  the  bench  and  to 
thank  the  people  for  coming. 

CGA  operates  an  anti-gay  vio¬ 
lence  hotline  which  responds  to 
Manhattan-area  attacks  by  offer¬ 
ing  counselling  to  victims  of 
homophobic  assaults  as  well  as 
legal  assistance.  “During  the  last 
month  and  a  half  there’s  been  a 
massive  increase  in  assaults,”  said 
Jay  Watkins  of  the  hotline.  As 
witnessed  both  by  a  dramatic  in¬ 
crease  in  hotline  reports  and  by 
research  the  hotline  has  conducted 
in  area  hospitals,  the  increase 
seems  to  be  attributable  to  more 
than  the  weather,  which  is  often 
held  accountable  for  such  attacks. 
“1  figure  it’s  going  to  get  worse,” 
said  Watkins.  “There’s  a  general 
upsurge  in  crime  here  which  is 
coupled  with  gentrification  in  par¬ 
ticularly  gay  neighborhoods” 
which  act  together  to  create  a 
threat  to  the  gay  community. 

Another  witness  to  the  epidemic 
in  anti-gay  crime  is  Arthur  Bell, 
writer  for  the  Village  Voice,  who 
reportedtoCGA  that  although  he 
has  always  received  denunciations 


of  homophobic  violence,  the 
reports  are  becoming  much  more 
frequent. 

“Although  some  of  it  may  be 
that  more  people  are  seeking  out 
channels  to  report  their  cases,” 
said  Downing,  “I  think  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  it  is  mostly 
an  increase  in  crime  that  we  arg 
seeing,  not  merely  an  increase  in 
the  connection  of  that  crime  to 
anti-gay  violence.” 

Reports  to  the  hotline  of 
violence  against  lesbians  are  in¬ 
frequent,  according  to  Watkins. 
“They  are  getting  attacked,”  he 
said,  “but  they’re  not  reporting. 
It’s  just  like  it  was  for  men  two 
years  ago.  Nobody  reported. 
There  are  some  women  who  are 
beginning  to  work  on  the  docu¬ 
mentation  of  anti-lesbian  crimes, 
but  that  is  just  in  the  early 
stages.”  He  said  that  lesbians  are 
more  threatened  than  gay  men  in 
that  they  fear  being  harassed  as 
women  as  much,  if  not  more,  than 
they  do  as  homosexuals. 

In  anger  and  fear,  the  com¬ 
munity  has  begun  to  respond.  In 
the  last  five  weeks,  three  public 
meetings  have  been  held  to 
develop  a  means  to  counter  the  in¬ 


organization. 

Appearing  on  a  local  radio  talk 
show,  Reeves  and  Boston  attorney 
John  Ward  discussed  the  investi¬ 
gation  and  media  response  to  the 
arrests. 

‘ ‘  1  called  this  afternoon  and  ask¬ 
ed  the  district  attorney’s  office 
how  much  money  was  spent  in 
prosecution  of  the  case  of  the 
murder  of  the  black  man  in  Savin 
Hill  recently,  and  they  told  me, 
after  several  calls,  that  it  was  about 
$5,000,”  Reeves  said,  referring  to 
the  murder  of  William  Atkinson, 
whose  body  was  found  near  a  Bos¬ 
ton  subway  station  which  has  re¬ 
cently  been  the  scene  of  several 
violent  racial  incidents  and  homo- 
phobic  assaults. 

“Estimating  from  what  the 
newspapers  say,  this  particular  in¬ 
vestigation  [leading  to  the  pro¬ 
stitution  arrests]  involved  five  dif¬ 
ferent  agencies,  including  the  U.S. 
Postal  Service,  for  four  or  five 
months.  According  to  today’s 
Herald,  they  actually  rented  the 
apartment  where  the  prostitution 
went  on;  the  postal  service  rented 
the  apartment  and  set  up  these 
elderly  men  in  that  apartment.  1 
estimate  —  and  I  would  challenge 
them  to  disprove  this  —  that  this 
raid  cost  the  taxpayers  $250,000. 
Now  at  a  time  of  Proposition  2'A, 
and  with  fire  stations  closing  and 
with  schools  closing,  do  we  really 
want  to  prosecute  victimless 
crimes?  I  don’t  think  so.” 

“In  terms  of  undercover  in¬ 
vestigations,  I’m  not  sure  why  that 
was  necessary,”  Ward  added. 
“The  club  functioned  openly,  it 
had  advertisements,  it  sent  notices 
of  its  existence  to  gay  groups,  and 
it  holds  itself  out  to  be  a  private 
membership  organization,  so  it’s 
not  at  all  clear  to  me  why  five 
months  of  expensive  undercover 
work  would  be  required  to  bring 
evidence  of  this  group  to  light.” 

“The  question  from  me  to  the 
media,”  Reeves  said,  “is  why, 
when  gay  men  are  involved  and  sex 
is  involved,  the  media  simply  do 
not  ask  the  police  for  the  evidence, 
do  not  ask  for  the  sources,  do  not 
ask  and  press  the  police  for  details, 
do  not  question  the  police  and  do 
not  try  to  confirm  with  a  second 
independent  source.  That’s  good 
journalism,  and  none  of  that  has 
been  done.” 


crease  in  violence.  The  first,  called 
by  the  mayor’s  office  and  the 
Police  Counsel  on  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Problems,  was  an  attempt  to 
see  how  the  community  could 
work  with  the  police  to  increase 
coverage  of  the  worst  areas  and  to 
encourage  victimns  to  report  such 
incidents  to  officials.  The  subse¬ 
quent  meetings,  without  participa¬ 
tion  by  the  police,  have  called  for 
a  “protection,  safety,  and  assist¬ 
ance  patrol”  by  lesbian  and  gay 
citizens  in  a  neighborhood  at¬ 
tempt  to  protect  the  community. 

“There  seem  to  be  two  different 
gangs  running  around,  as  well  as 
independent  people  beating  on 
gays,”  said  Watkins,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  patrol.  “So  what 
we  are  doing  now  is  actively  to 
seek  out  people  who  have  been 
abused  to  try  to  put  something 
together  to  figure  the  attacks 
out.”  Although  there  seems  to  be 
a  willingness  on  the  part  of  the 
police  to  aid  the  community  in  this 
investigation,  they  are  neither 
volunteering  assistance  to  the 
study  nor  are  they  increasing  their 
meager  coverage  of  the  worst 
areas  of  the  city. 


"WATERSHIP 

INN 

Relaxed  atmosphere 
Central  location 
Complimentary  continental  breakfast 

OFF  SEASON  SPECIAL 

Stay  3  nights,  get  the  third  night  free  7  winthrop  St. 
or  stay  a  week,  get  50%  off.  p.().  Box  918 

Innkeepers:  Jim  Foss  Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 

Vince  Tutela  (617)487-0094 

I - 

gay/lesbian  owned  & 
operated 

A  complete  printing  service. 

flyers*resumes*brochures*posters 
booklets*business  cards 
business  forms*stationery 
bumper  stickers*mailers*etc.  etc. 

Copy  Cellar*Copy 
Cellar*Copy 
Cellar 

55  Broad  St.,  Boston,  MA  (617)  542-8280 
(617)  825-6700 


SAMO 

MASOCHISM 

Woops,  yet  another  Gay  Community 
News  typo.  Now  yew,  yes  yew,  can 
help  prevent  typos  the  fun  and  easy 
way.  If  you  can  spel,  and  injoy  good 
company,  come  proofread  GCN  at  22 
Bromfield  St.  in  Bostun,  Thursday, 
between  4:00  and  9:00.  As  an  added 
bonus,  we  will  serve  refreshments. 
Come,  before  its  two  late. 


□  $62  Three  years  □  $15  Twenty-five  weeks 

□  $43.50  Two  years  □  $10  Twenty-five  weeks 


(Low  income) 

□  $25  one  year  □  $8  Twelve  weeks 

Add  30%  for  foreign 

Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
thank  you 

name___ _ _ 

address  _ _ 

city _ state _ zip _ 

□  New  □  Renewal  Please  pay  by  check  if  possible 

Charge  to:  □  Visa  □  Mastercharge 

name _ _ _ _ 

account  no _ ; _ 

exp.  date _ signature  _ 

Mail  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 

□  I  am  donating  $ _ towards  a  free  subscription  for  a 

prisoner 

□  This  is  a  gift  subscription.  Please  send  giftcard. 

Where  did  you  hear  about  GCN _ 

GCN  is  available  on  microfilm 

□  $22  volume  (indiv.)  □  $28  (inst.) 

□  $160  complete  set  of  vols.  1-7 
All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make 
check  or  money  order  payable  to  “GCA/”.  Do  NOT  send 
cash  through  the  mail.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential, 
and  is  never  sold  or  used  except  for  mailing  GCN. 
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Classifieds 


JUST  FRIENDS 

Funloving  considerate  honest  prof  LF 
30  a  bit  shy  at  bars  loves  life  people/out¬ 
doors/good  conversation  sks  other  F 
w/similar  interest  for  friendship  & 
growth.  GCN  Box  545. _ (41) 

L  sks  dance  partner  (pref  F).  I  can  teach 
or  learn.  Am  used  to  lead  but  can  follow 
if  you  want  to  share.  Also  know  some 
ballroom  &  swing.  Camb/Bos  area.  (617) 
354-6610.  _ (41) 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWEFt 
Will  things  ever  get  better? 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

39,  L  seeking  same  for  friendship  or 
serious  relationship.  Call  Julie  Carrolla 
(617)482-8850. _ (42) 

OBEDIENT  SHOW  DOG 
and  2  prof  men  sk  1-2  bd  apt  within  30 
min  commute  of  Boston.  Don,  353-0682 
after  6pm. _ (42) 

SOUTHERN  MASS.  WOMEN! 

LF  26  skg  compatible  LF  to  explore  all 
life  has  to  offer.  Friendships  should 
enhance  individual  growth  &  happiness 
through  mutual  trust,  honesty,  caring, 
sharing,  &  independence.  Interests  in¬ 
clude  women's  music  &  literature,  long 
walks  on  the  beach,  candlelight  din¬ 
ners,  Ptown,  conversations  on  femin¬ 
ism  &  lesbian  politics,  old  movies,  lots 
of  laughter,  quiet  times  together  & 
mellow  times  with  friends.  Bad  habits 
inc  smoking,  hating  to  diet  &  difficulty 
in  being  able  to  loosen  up  with  new 
people.  Let’s  get  to  know  one  another 
soon!  GCN  Box  551. _ (44) 

GM  seeks  serious  bicycling  partner  for 
morning  sprints  or  day  trips.  Please  re- 
spond  to  GCN  Box  552. _ (43) 

AMATEUR/PRO  PHOTOGRAPHERS 
GF  30  skng  someone  to  share  time  with 
in  photography  &  other  interests.  Give  it 
a  shot  &  write  PO  Box  489,  Belmont,  MA 
02178. _ _ (42) 

Blackberri  in  concert  with  Debbie  Lem- 
pke  from  Shakra,  Sat,  May  15,  8pm  at 
the  Boston  YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  In¬ 
terpreted  in  ASL.  Wheelchair  assist¬ 
ance.  Braille  programs  available.  Call 
426-4469  for  childcare  &  info.  Produced 
by  Proud  Pansy  Productions  as  a 

benefit  for  GCN. _ 

Intel  attract  GF  27  Ikg  for  same  26  pis 
for  poss  rltnshp.  Pref  worldly,  fun- 
loving,  romantic  F  w/time  to  cultivate 
new  interest.  Pis  send  letter  w/tel  #  to 
GCN  Box  549. _ (42) 

Sex  frustration  causes  violence,  war, 
crfme,  disease.  Sacramental  sex  de¬ 
stroys  evil,  heals.  Ancient  secrets  re¬ 
vealed.  Send  SASE  $1  St.  Priapus  Phal¬ 
lic  Worship  church,  583  Grove  St  San 
Francisco  CA  94102.  (415)  431-2188.  (43) 

Dress  in  beautiful  feminine  fashions  in 
a  comfortable  atmosphere.  Call  after 
4:30  pm.  (617)  598-1859. _ (41) 

GWM  31  5' 10",  180,  a  cynic  that  still 
cares.  Int  incl  music,  films,  travel,  out¬ 
doors  &  more.  Skng  srm  guy  for  friend¬ 
ship  maybe  more.  Incl  phone  if  poss. 
Will  ans  all.  PO  Box  4264,  Manchester, 
NH  03108. _ (41) 

WOMEN  OVER  AGE  55 
Wanted  for  research  on  social  support 
networks.  Questionnaire  takes  about  V2 
hr  to  fill  out.  Confidentiality 
guaranteed.  For  details  call  Peg  (617) 
876-6307. _ (41) 


FREE  REM  DATE  LISTING 
Find  Mr  Right  by  the  US  Mail 
Details  Free  No  Time  Limit 
RE  Main,  70  Government  St 
Kittery  Maine  03904. 

GWF  36  prof  sks  fern  to  shre  enjoy 
sprts  otdrs  dance  beach  redg  movies  I 
promise  ans  to  all  who  write  send  photo 
live  in  NJ  no  hard  drgs.  GCN  Box  538. 
_ (41) 

LAVENDER  REGISTER 
A  discreet,  dignified  meeting  ground 
for  Gay  Gentlemen.  A  new  publication 
featuring  self-descriptions  identified  by 
code  number  only  &  special  support 
services.  Inquiries  in  strict  confidence: 
SASE  to  Box  1041,  Bala  Cynwyd,  PA 
19004. _ (42) 

PHONE  PALS  CLUB 
Hot  gay  phone  J/O.  Send  age  &  SASE 
for  info.  Phone  Pals,  Box  11097,  San 
Diego,  CA  921 11-0010.  (Please  note  new 
address.)  Mention  GCN  and  age.  (43) 


PGf)Sf)r)T  STOCK 
WflURflOT 


r 


WuntM  ■  Luoch 


ufint  v 


JnT, fr^/r.  »r\J  (raw  rL*- 

«wj  ummoGTon  vr 

Smtmn-Le,  ness  oahi 


GCN  SPECIALS 

HELP! 

We  got  the  bad  news  from  The  Good 
News  Garage.  The  GCN  truck  is  sick 
unto  death.  The  rust  has  taken  over  and 
the  dyke  who  does  local  distribution  is 
no  longer  willing  to  risk  her  life  by  driv¬ 
ing  the  infamous  green  machine.  Any¬ 
one  got  an  extra  truck  they  don' 
need???  If  so,  please  call  Mike  or  Amy 
at  426-4469. 


Blackberri  in  concert  with  Debbie Lem- 
pke  from  Shakra,  Sat,  May  15,  8pm  at 
the  Boston  YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  In¬ 
terpreted  in  ASL.  Wheelchair  assist¬ 
ance.  Braille  programs  available.  Call 
426-4469  for  childcare  &  info.  Produced 
by  Proud  Pansy  Productions  as  a 
benefit  for  GCN. _ 

ROOMMATES _ 

Lge  hse,  mixed,  coop,  supportive  con¬ 
genial  sk  responsible  person  for  6/1. 
180  pis.  Newtnvlle  nr  Pike  trans  inc 
parkng.  Lots  of  storage.  964-0593.  (42) 

Pvt  N.  Shore  home  nr  water  gay  wanted 
to  share  w/gay  cpI  non-smoker,  reliable 
considerate  avail  imm.  (617)  741-0585. 
250  pis.  _ (42) 

LF  wanted  to  share  quiet  Somerville  apt 
avail  6/1.  $163/mo  inc  ht.  Hdwd  firs,  nice 
view  of  city.  Must  be  respons,  have  very 
gd  sense  of  humor,  smokers  OK.  Cindy, 
after  7, 625-4233. _ (42) 

Woman  27  boy  7  sk  space  in  Camb 
hshld,  pref  w/child(ren).  Poss  shrng  fun 
xs  meals.  250/max.  Respons,  gd  eaters. 
Dnt  smk  ciqs.  Laura  eves  623-0067.  (42) 
Alston:  GF  sks  GF  to  sblet  rm  in  2  bdrm 
apt.  Neat,  quiet,  indep,  non-smkr, 
respons.  $175  pis  sec.  6/1-8/31. 
254-7046. _ . _ (4?) 

Share  deluxe,  sunny  5  rm  apt  in  Cent  Sq 
Camb  w/gay  F  architecture  student  29. 
Shd  be  wking  pers  or  grad  student, 
clean  &  resp.  Ellen  491-5567. _ (42) 

GM  to  share  3  bdrm  apt  in  Coolidge 
Corner  Bkline.  235  excluding  utils.  Pis 
cal  I  Gregg  232-7662  after  6pm.  (43) 

LF  sks  responsible  LF  25  pis  to  share 
sunny  spacious  6  rm  apt  in  Dorchester; 

3  min  walk  to  T  160  pis  util.  Jan  (617) 
288-0617  eves.  _ (42) 

Place  wanted  to  share:  Nashua/Man¬ 
chester  area  by  prof,  resp  business¬ 
man.  House  or  apt,  non-smoker,  PO  295, 
Fitchburg,  MA  01420. _ (42) 

BEACH  HOUSE  TO  SHARE 
'GM  sks  housemate  for  10  rm  home  on 
ocean  35m  NE  of  Boston.  $375  dep  pis 
$375/mo  pis  V2  utils.  David  (617) 
525-3745. _ (42) 

3  F  &  2  M  in  Camb  coop  sk  veggie, 
politaware  M  housemate.  No  pets  (one 
cat),  no  tobacco.  Reasonable  rent.  Com- 
munity  commitment.  354-7885 _ (42) 

South  End— prof  GM  wanted  to  share 
w/2  others  3  bdrm  garden  triplex  2  blks 
from  Symphony  Hall.  Guy  or  Rose 
262-9424.  $300/mo  avail  6/1 . _ (42) 

1  GF  sk  2  GF  24  pis  for  warm  &  friendly 
indep  apt  in  B’line.  Rent  controlled 
w/fireplace,  in  excel  shape!  176/rhohtd, 
smokers  OK.  no  pets  or  separatists  pis. 
Helena  232-9068. _ (43) 

LF  31  sks  quiet  friendly  resp  animal- 
loving  LF  to  share  Ig  2  br  apt  in  Som. 
132/mo  pis  util.  666-4392.  Keep  trying. 
_ (43) 

BROOKLINE— 

A  DECENT  PLACE  TO  LIVE 
Friendly,  quiet,  clean  house  in  B’line. 
Vegetarian  hsehold.  $265  inc  pkng  & 
ALL  utils  (gas,  oil,  water,  elec  &  phone). 
Own  bdrm,  shre  livingrm,  diningrm, 
kitch,  yard,  gardens,  etc.  Nr  T.  One  rm 
avail  6/1  &  one  7/1,  both  with  Sept  op- 
tion.  Dan  or  Marguerite  739-1306.  (43) 

3  LF  Ikg  for  1  more  to  share  our 
spacious  Dorch  hse.  Garden,  porch, 
w/d,  semi-veggie,  no  cigs.  Sharing  & 
sep  space.  Pref  late  20  pis,  sense  of 
humor  politically  aware.  282-9388.  100 
pis  util. _ (43) 

LF  grad  student  sks  LFs  to  find/share 
apt  or  join  established  hse  in  or  near 
Boston,  have  piano  some  furniture.  Kel- 
ly  236-1459  after  5. _ (43) 

Dedham:  Prof  F,  25  pis,  sks  same  to 
share  mdrn  2  bdrm  $250/mo  inc  all  util, 
AC,  D&D.  Avail  5/15  or  6/1.  No  pets,  V2 
sec.  326-5093  eves/wknds. _ (45) 

HOUSE  SHARE  IN  CINCINNATI 
Prof  BiM,  32,  sks  1-2  discreet  M  or  F, 
20-40  to  shr  spac  hse  on  3  acres  wood¬ 
ed  land.  $250.  Hassle-free  arrangement 
for  short  or  long  term.  735-9704  (Boston) 
or  PO  19329  Cincy,  OH  45219.  Moving 
6(1 _ (44?) 

Somerville  nr  Por  Sq  prof  indep  GWM 
32  sks  gay  or  bi  male  rmt  for  lge  2  br  apt 
nr  T  200/mo  pis  util.  Non-smk  pref. 
492-1842  eve  6-8. _ (40) 

GF  prof,  mature,  sks  1  or  2  GF  share  lux 
condo  w/fireplace,  AC,  pool— quiet 
country  stg  W  of  Boston  nr  Rte  52,  495. 
Finances  to  be  negotiated.  GCN  Box 
544. _ (43) 

LF  sks  LF  25  pis  to  share  2  bdrm  apt  nr 
Central  Sq  Camb.  Nice  space  &  exc 
location.  $200/mo  inc  ht.  Avail  immed. 
491-5655  eves. _ (36) 

Women  wntd  for  coop  hsehld  in  N 
Allston.  Living/studio  &  office  space 
avail.  Creative  &  political  environ.  Opn- 
ings  May,  June  &  July.  782-0599.  (42) 

NEWTON  CTR  LF  COUPLE 
Sks  same  or  2  single  LFs  for  3  bd  apt  in 
hse.  Yard,  sundeck,  free  pkg,  wash/dry, 
lge  rms.  No  pets,  drugs,  smok.  Semi- 
veg,  nr  T,  politicaware,  sens  humr. 
169/mo  not  incl  util.  June  1  occup.  (617) 

969-1651.  (42) 

LF  sks  friendly,  indep  F  28  pis  to  share 
apt  on  pond  in  Winchester.  Walk  to 
train.  Off  street  pkng.  Nr  tennis.  No 
pets,  no  smkng.  Avail  June  1.  $300  pis 
.  utils.  Pat  729-5117  eves  7-10. _ (42) 

Brkln/Camb  GM  28  sks  3-4  GM/Fs  to 
form  supportive  hshld.  Non-smkng, 
semi-veg,  gay  politics.  327-7133  M-F 
10-1 1  pm  only,  all  day  Sun. _ (43) 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

JUNE  OPENING!  RESERVE  NOW 

Sea  Gnomes’  Home,  Womyn’s  Guest 
House,  coastal  Maine.  Lovely  private 
rms,  views,  commonbath.  Reasonable 
rates.  Wk  ex  June  &  Sept.  Write  Box  33, 
Stonington,  ME  04681. _ (43) 

THE  PARKVIEW 

Private  guestrooms  in  heart  of  Boston. 
85  Westland  Ave.  (617)  536-3608.  (33) 

MOVERS _ 

LOCAL  MOVING 

Homes,  Apartments.  Large.  Small. 
Fine  Furniture.  Antiques.  Object  d’Art. 
Bruce  West  Moving  Co  (MDPU  #25107) 
Where  successful  moving's  guaranteed 
Piano.  Hoisting.  Rigging. 
Packing.  Storage.  547-6246.  (41) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

PRE-SCHOOL  TEACHER 
Wrkr-run  day  care  ctr  sks  P.T.  teacher 
morns  25  hrs/wk.  $5.50/hr,  pis  benefits. 
Men  &  3rd  World  people  encouraged  to 
apply  492-9534. _ (43) 

WORK  STUDY  STUDENTS 3 *  S 
Gay  oriented  community  health  center 
sks  student  w/work  study  grant  for 
summer  job  performing  billing,  book¬ 
keeping  &  auditing  functions.  Full  or 
part  time.  Could  continue  into  school 
yr.  Contact  Joanne  at  267-7573, 
9:00-5:00. _  (42) 

MEANWHILE,  BACK  AT  THE 
Ranch  I  need  someone  running  things 
while  I’m  on  tour.  In  order  of  necc  a 
houseperson  driver  someone  excel 
w/dogs  cats  horses  &  gardening  &  a 
need  to  live  in  the  country.  Own  apt, 
salary.  (802)  496-5366  service. _ (43) 

THE  ONE  AND  ONLY 
Andrews  Inn  in  Vermont  is  now  hiring 
head  chef  &  bartenders.  Reach  Tom 
Herman  at  (802)  463-3966  on  weekends. 
Full  time  &  yr  round! _ (43) 

Gay/Lesbian  owned  business  sks  sales¬ 
person  for  outside  sales  work  soliciting 
graphic-related  services.  Base  salary 
pis  commission.  Sales  exp  helpful. 
542-8280. _ (40) 

LEGAL  SECRETARY 
IN  BUSY  LAW  OFFICE 
SERVING  LESBIAN  &  GAY  COMM 

POSITION  AVAIL  JUNE  1 
We  are  Ikng  for  a  bright  &  competent 
gay  man  or  lesbian  for  a  difficult  & 
challenging  position  in  our  office. 
Duties  include  typing  (including 
transcribing  from  tapes),  telephone 
answering. &  reception,  filing,  billing, 
some  bookkeeping.  Send  resumes  by 
May  1  to  Cindy  T.  Rizzo,  Esq.,  2  Park 
Sq.,  Boston,  MA  021 16. _ (?) 

APARTMENTS _ 

APARTMENT  FOR  RENT 
4  room  apt  in  Everett  avail  6/1.  2nd  fir, 
gd  cond,  small  pets  OK.  On  busline  nr 
T,  $175  pis  util.  (617)  387-5736,  eve.  (43) 

JP:  lge  1  &  2  brapts  avail  6/1.  W/D,  insul, 
garden,  nr  T  &  shops.  $250-450  pis  util. 
522-1038  or  522-2547. _ (43) 

1  bdrm,  eat-in  kit.  East  Boston,  harbor 
view,  ht/hw  inc,  $350/mo.  569-6143 
anytime.  Nr  MBTA.  Owner-occ.  Brick 
bldg. _ (43) 


JP  2  br,  2nd  fl,  $250  pis  util,  oil  ht,  small 
yard,  winterized.  Tita  524-6592.  (44) 

Boston  South  End  1  bdrm  nr  Pru  ww 
d&d  ind  zone  htd  brick  walls  $475. 
Separate  entrs  owner-occ  267-9624.  (42) 

Dorchester  on  Red  Line  Ig  sunny  1 
bdrm  apt  oak  firs,  porch,  Ig  eat-in  kit. 
12x26  living  rm.  $275  unhtd.  436-0850. 
_ _ (42) 

Parkview:  why  not  live  in  a  gay  hotel? 
Some  residential  rooms  available  now 
with  excellent  location,  private  kitchen, 
and  shared  bath.  $250/mo.  (617) 
536-3608. _ (42) 

RESORTS _ 

SHORE  HOUSE  OGUNQUIT 
Enjoy  a  spring  vacation  or  wkend  at  a 
quiet  guest  house  in  town  near  beach  & 
clubs.  Spring  rates  till  June  17  $20-35 
except  holiday.  Cont  brkfst  incl.  (207) 
646-8654,  PO  Box  2228. _ (42) 

Women's  art  weekends  in  Catskill  Mts. 
Reasonable  rates  July  Aug.  For  info 
women  only  write  Holda  Box  88L  Palen- 
ville,  NY  12463. _ (42) 

VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 
Weekend  w/lovers  &  friends  at  our  1824 
village  house,  2V4  hr  from  Bos— for  les¬ 
bians  &  gay  men.  Nr  lakes,  hiking,  anti¬ 
ques.  Bed  &  Ig  bkfst  $20  per  person  per 
nite.  Dave  &  Mike  (802)  348-7840.  (45) 

GABRIEL’S 

Apartments  &  guest  rooms  for  women. 
Hot  tub,  sun  deck,  coffee,  in  the  center 
of  town.  104  Bradford  St,  Provincetown, 
MA  02657,  (617)  487-3232. _ (17) 


Clean,  Comfortable,  Inexpensive 
Convenient  To  All,  Friendly 
CARL'S  GUEST  HOUSE 
68  Bradford 

Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1650 
April  thru  November 


Reasonably  Priced 

Guest  Rooms,  Cottages  &  Apartments 
At  the  NORMANDY  HOUSE 
184  Bradford,  Provincetown  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1197 


REAL  ESTATE _ 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  REAL  ESTATE 

Dorchester  10  rm  single  Victorian, 
great  location.  Lots  of  privacy.  Reduced 
to  45K. 

JP:  Bargain!  3  fam  carpenter’s  delight, 
7,7,7.  Just  13K.  Call  Sue,  524-5464, 

FOR  SALE _ 

PERSONAL  BEST 

Color  5x7  photos  of  Patrice  Donnelly  & 
Mariel  Hemingway  made  from  the  film. 
These  are  not  production  stills.  Collec¬ 
tor’s  items.  Loren  (617)  522-5707.  (42) 

WANTED _ 

Pianist  sks  flutist  &  violinist  to  form 

amateur  trio.  Paul  782-4449  or  253- 


SERVICES _ 

LESBIAN  WEEKEND  IN  MAINE 
Therapy  Relaxation  Fun.  Leaders:  Lynn 
Scott/Anita  Rossien.  May  14-16.  $70 
(portion  proceeds  go  to  Nuclear  Dis- 
armament).  354-5981. _ (42) 

MARRIED  AND  GAY? 

You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  support 
group  or  individual  sessions  are 
available.  Call  Francis  Giambrone 
451-1398  or  mornings  at  661-4070. 

(3fr) 


SUPPORT  GROUP  GROWTH  GROUP 
Churches  not  'nuf  bars  not  ’nuf 
Small  group  where  each  is  heard 
no  fee  rotating  leadership 


104  Charles  St  #376,  Boston  02114 


HARRY  SCANLAN  ELECTRICIAN 
Residential,  house  wiring,  apartment 
alarm  systems,  track  lights,  heating, 
neon.  Free  estimates.  Journeyman  lie 
#E26401. 599-8585.  (42) 

WOMEN'S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

Individual  and  Couple 
Psychotherapy  and  Referral  j 

For  Women,  Their  Friends 

And  Families 

(6171  661-8824  Lexington,  MA 

ARIEL  COUNSELING 
Psychologoical  services  and  individual 
therapy.  Lesbian  feminist  orientation. 
Insurance  reimbursement.  Licensed 
psychologist.  739-6381.  (26) 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 

FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Lesbian  Couple 

And  Group  Counseling 
Alcohol  Counseling 

Health  Ins.  Accepted 

Located  in  Kenmore  Square 
247-4861  x58 

GRANDMOTHERS  HELPERS 
Cellars  attics  &  garages  cleaned.  Rub¬ 
bish  removal.  Deliveries.  Appliance  and 
piano  pick-ups.  Bands.  Gay  owned  & 
operated.  Commercial,  personal  or  in¬ 
dustrial.  No  job  too  big  or  too  small. 
641-1234.  (10/5) 

-  -  - - - . 

■ 

MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 

AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPHY 

SEX  THERAPY 

INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 

COUNSELING  RESOURCE 
CENTER,  INC. 

On  the  North  Shore 
Counseling  &  Consultation 

For  Individuals, 

Couples,  Groups 

Call  Dr.  Orth 
for  Initial  Appt. 

729-5268  or  646-2607 

GAY  MALE  THERAPIST 

Offers  individual  &  relationship 
counseling  with  a  focus  on  learning 
new  skills  in  managing  relationships 
however  you  define  them.  Sliding  fee, 
ins  accepted.  Charles  Hannagan,  MA. 
Leave  message  at  262-4194.  (41) 

BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 

COPLEY  SQUARE 

Individual,  Group  and 

Couples  Counseling 

Career  Assessment 
Assertiveness  Training 

Call  (617)  739-7803 

For  initial  Appt. 

INSTITUTE  FOR  RATIONAL  LIVING 
hypnosis  and  self-hypnosis 
national  therapy 
assertiveness 
self-help  workshops 
career  and  couple  counseling 
licensed  psychologists 
holistic 

IRL,  1162  Beacon  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 

739-5063 

Classified  deadline,  Tues.  noon.  All  ads  must  be 
prepaid.  No  ads  accepted  by  phone.  GCN  is  a 
national  paper,  include  area  code  with  phone 
numbers.  All  apartment  ads,  even  if  you  rent  space  in 
your  own  home,  are  business.  Make  check  or  M.O. 
payable  to  Gay  Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St., 
Boston,  MA  02108. 

Business:  $6.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line),  50c  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines  are  $1.00 
for  25  units. 

Non-Business:  $4.50  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line);  each  additional  line  25c.  Headlines  50c  for  25 
units. 

Box  numbers  are  $1.00  for  6  weeks,  you  may  pick  up 
mail  at  the  GCN  office  Mon.-Fri.,  10-6.  If  you  wish 
your  mail  forwarded,  the  rate  is  $4.00  for  6  weeks, 
$6.00  for  3  months.  Mail  is  forwarded  at  the  end  of 
the  3rd  and  6th  weeks. 


Display  Classifieds  (boxed  ads):  $12  per  column  inch. 
Please  circle  category  ad  is  to  run  under. 
Accommodations,  Instruction,  Just  Friends,  Movers, 
Personals,  Real  Estate,  Roommates,  Apartments, 
Job  Opportunities,  Lost  and  Found,  Organizations, 
Prisoners,  Resorts,  Services,  For  Sale,  Jobs  Wanted, 
Miscellaneous,  Penpals,  Publications,  Rides  Wanted. 


Headlines . ..at  $ _ per  wk.  $. 

First  4  lines . at  $ _ per  wk.  $ 

Each  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk.  $ 

Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1 .00/6  weeks  $ 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $4.00/6  weeks  $ 

3  months  forwarding  at  $6.00  $. 
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TOTAL  ENCLOSED  $ 
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Address  _ Zip  _ Phone 


Please  print  neatly,  use  shaded  area  for  headlines  and  additional  lines. 


■  . 

Quick  Gay 


Boston  Area  (6i 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Box  178,  Astor  St.,  Boston,  02123 
Black  Men-White  Men  Social/Support  Group 
c/o  GCN,  Box  1,  22  Bromfield  St.  Boston  02108 
BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth, 

GCN  Box  10GY,  22  Bromfield. 

Boston  02108  491-0242,426-9371 

Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
c/o  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  22  Bromfield  St. 

Boston,  02108  542-0144 

Boston  Institute  for  Gay  Studies 
Box  2750,  Boston  02208  491-8245  or  720-0693 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
c/o  Interrante,  24  Greenwich  Pk  #1,  Boston  02118 
Cauldron  Exp.  Theater,  22  Randolph  St.  524-8575 

Chiltern  Mountain  Club  275-1336 

Box  104,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
El  Comite  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P.O.  Box  365,  Cambridge,  02139  783-5250  or  354-1755 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England  (617)  482-6874  or  247-5485 

GAY  HOTLIN  E  (6pm-Mid.)  Mon-Fri  426-9371 

Frenz  &  Luvvers  Assoc.,  P.O.  Box  298,  Bo 
Gay  Professional  Men's  Group 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau, 

P.O.  Box  2232,  Boston  02107 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing 
c/o  GCN  Box  5,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Bosto 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm,)  Mon-Fri 
Merrymount  Music  Soc., 

Box  401, 104  Charles  St.  Boston  02114 
Outreach  Institute,  Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215 
Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays 
76  Brook  Hill  Rd.  Milton,  02167 
Project  Place,  32  Rutland  St.  02118 

POLITICAL/LEGAL 

B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association 
B.U.  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 
c/o  GCN,  Box  2,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  02108 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  742-8020 

GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders),  2  Park  Sq.,  Boston  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02138 
Lesbian/Gay  Prisoner  Project 
c/o  GCN,  22  Bromfield,  Boston  02108 
Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 

Box  179, 118  Mass.  Ave.  Boston  02115471-8404,  262-1565 
National  Lawyers  Guild, 

120  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02116  542-5415 


Gay  People  at  BU,  c/o  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Sherman  Union,  Boston  University. 

Gay/Lesbian  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College 

Boston  College,  Chestnut  Hill  M A  02167  262-2473 

Gay  People's  Group,  UMass/Boston 
(Harbor  Campus),  Bldg  1, 4th  fl,  Rm  178  287-1900x2169 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Info.  (M-F,  6-12)  495-5476 

Gays  at  MIT,  Rm.  50-306,  Cambridge  02139  253-5440 

Northeastern  U.  Lambda  255  Ell  Ctr.,  N.U.,  Boston  02115 
Tufts  Gay  Community, 
c/o  Student  Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 

WOMEN 

Aradia  Counseling  for  Women,  520  Comm  Ave 

(Kenmore  Sq.)  247-4861  x58 

Cambridge  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807 

Counterpoint  Publ., 

Box  CY  442,  400  Comm.  Ave.,  Boston  02215 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Dyke  Doctors  (Lesbian  Physicians,  Med  Students 
Health  Profs) 

Gay  Professional  Women's  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women's  Center 
Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit  Union 
186 Vi  Hampshire  St.,  Camb. 

Miriam  Rosenberg  (counseling) 

National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr„  Cambridge  02139 
Tufts  Women's  Center 
Womanspace,  636  Beacon  St.  (Kenmore  Sq.) 

Women's  Alcoholism  Program, 

1348  Cambridge  St„  Cambridge  02139 

RELIGIOUS- 
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354-5910 


354-8807 


661-0450 
1-358-7512 

661-6015 
628-5000  x793 
267-7992 

661-1316 


Glad  Day  Book  Shop.  22  Bromfield 

New  Words,  186  Hampshire,  Cambridge  02139 

Red  Bookstore,  136  River  St.,  Camb. 

Buddies,  733  Boylston  St. 

Chaps,  27  Huntington  Ave. 

The  Eagle,  520Tremont 
Elbow  Room,  100  Chandler  (at  Clarendon) 
Herbies  Lone  Star,  8  Columbus  Ave 
.Harry's  Place,  45  Essex  St. 

Boston  Ramrod,  1254  Boylston  St. 

.Jacques,  79  Broadway 
Napoleon  Club,  52  Piedmont  St. 

Paradise,  180  Mass.  Ave.  (Cambridge) 

Pipeline,  9  Lansdowne  St. 

Playland,  21  Essex  St. 

Rustlers,  77  Berkeley 


Skippers,  252  Boylston  St.  262-5735 

Somewhere,  295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 

Sporter's  Cafe,  228  Cambridge  St. 

Together,  110  Boylston  St.  426-0086 

Twelve  Seventy,  1270  Boylston  437-1257 

Club  Boston  (Gay  men's  baths),  4  LaGrange  St.  426-1451 
South  Station  Cinema,  23  South  St.  423-4340 

Art  Cinema,  204  Tremont  482-4661 

Eastern  Mass.  (617HH 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Central  Middlesex  Social  Club, 

Box  470,  Maynard  01754 
Frenz  &  Luvvers,  Box  213,  W.  Boylston,  01583 
Gay  Hotline 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc./Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75,  New  Salem  01355 
Montachusett  Gay  Alliance,  Fitchburg 
North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 
Box  806,  Marblehead,  01915 
Survival  Crisis  Line 


263-9607 


756-0730 


342-5117 


745-3848 

471-7100 


RELIGIOUS 


Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 


02123 

944-4818 

354-0133 

661-7223 

A  02108 
426-9371 

P.O.  Box  321,  Methuen  01844 

MCC  Worcester,  2  Wellington  St., 

womenWHHHIH 

851-6711 

753-8360 

llllllliill 

mMst 

Everywoman's  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 

St.,  Provincetown  02657  (4-6pm) 

New  Bedford  Women's  Clinic 

996-3341 

236-4888 

Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women’s  Center 

169  Boston  St.,  Salem  01970 

745-5873 

i  277-3454 

The  Women's  Bookstore,  78  May  St.  01602 

791-5127 

846-7527 

STUDENT _ _  — 

267-9150 

236-4710 

Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance,  950  Main,  A-70 

Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  for  Lowell  (Univ.)  Students 
South  Campus,  Student  Union  Rm  348 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 

453-3804 

Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01970 


AmTikva  524-1617 

P.O.  Box  1 1 ,  Cambridge,  02138  628-3986 

Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02114  536-6518 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  5  Longfellow  Pk,,  Cambridge  227-9118 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  964-0996 

Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108 

MEDIA 

Alyson  Publ.,  75  Kneeland,  Boston  542-5679 

'Boston's  Other  Voice,  WROR,  98.5FM 

Dennis  965-1311,  725-2730 
Common  Ground,  WMBR,  88.1FM 

Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Good  Gay  Poets  661-7534 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates 
c/o  GCN,  22  Bromfield,  02108  542-5679 

Musically  Speaking  (WMBR  88.1  FM,  Sun.  1-3) 

Melanie  494-8810 

Persephone  Press,  Box  7222,  Watertown  02172  924-0336 

Women’s  Educ.  Media,  47  Cherry  St. 

Somerville  02144  666-0350 

Xanadu  Graphics,  143  Albany,  Camb.  02139  661-6975 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  426-9444 

Ariel  Counseling  739-6381 

Belville  &  Assoc.  266-1450 

Exodus  Ctr.,  25  Huntington  Ave.  02116  266-0612 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  267-7573 

Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics)  843-5300 

Gender  Identity  Service  864-8181 

Homophlle  Alcoholism  Treatment  Service  542-5188 

Homophile  Community  Health  Service  542-5188 

Mass  Bay  Counseling 

31  Channing  St.,  Newton  Corner  02158  965-1311 

Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc., 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02116  266-3444 

Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St.,  Cambridge.  661-0248 

Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment)  956-5293 

Turley  &  Assoc.,  31  Channing  St.,  Newton,  02158  965-2040 
TV/TS  Support  Group 

(Gender  Center)  Martha  666-8280 

Volz/Taylor,  MD  Lesbian  &  Gay  Medicine 

1755  Beacon  St.,  Brookline  232-1459 

M.  Zucker,  acupuncture 

173  Mt.  Auburn,  Cambridge  924-3332 


745-0556  (ext.  209) 

Western  Mass.  (413* 

IN  FORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1562, 

Pittsfield  01201,  442-1819 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Men’s  Counseling  Collective 
406F  Student  Union,  UMass,  Amherst  545-2645 

Help  Line  664-6391 , 664-6392 

Pioneer  Valley  People’s  Gay  Alliance 

Box  181,  Northampton,  01061  586-5979 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta.,  Springfield  01108 
.Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  1604  Springfield  01101 

WQMENMMB—  — 

Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 

Northampton  01060  584-4580 

Everywomen's  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Franklin  Cty.  Lesbian  Alliance 
P.O.  Box  235,  Deerfield  01342 
Gay  Women's  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Lesbians  United  33  Pearl  St,  Pittsfield,  01201  499-2425 

New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 
P.O.  Box  111,  Huntington  01050 
Southwest  Women's  Center  545-0626 

Valley  Lesbian  Alliance  665-4705;  253-3082,  774-5464 
Women's  Media  Project  (WMUA,  91 .1  FM)  545-2876 

Womonfyre  Books  586-6445 

STUDENT* 

l-fampshire  College  Gay  Men’s  Alliance 
Box  1355,  Amherst  01002 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Men’s  Counseling  Collective 
406F  UMass  Student  Union,  Amherst  545-2645 

Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003  545-3438 

People's  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 

Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002  545-0154 

Williams  Gay  Peoples  Union 

S.U.  Box  3212,  Williams  College,  Williamstown  01267 

Connecticut  (203i 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139,  New  Haven  06505 
Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-S  1-11  pm, 

Sup  1-5  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101  522-5575 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Switchboard,  New  Haven, 

P.O.  Box  72,  06501;  M-F  8-11  pm  624-6869 

Gay  Spirit  (WWUH,  91.3FM)  Thurs  8:30pm 
George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St„  Hartford  06103  522-2646 

Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  &  Gay  Taskforce  249-7691 

Institute  of  Social  Ethics/Gay  National  Archives, 

One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC,  Hartford  06103  547-1281 

WOMEN  ■  -  ■ 

Gay  Women's  Collective,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

•  Box  U-1 18,  UConn,  Storrs  06268 
Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective, 

22  Allen  PI.  #B3,  Hartford  06106 
Shorelinewoman 
Women’s  Center,  Hartford,  57  Pratt  St., 

c/o  Hill  Ctr,  350  Farmington  Ave,  Hartford  06106249-7691 
Women's  Center,  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040 
Women’s  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-1 18, 

Storrs  06828 

Women's  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457 
Women's  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

614  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510 

Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
c/o  Chaplain's  Office,  Hartford  06106  527-3151 

Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta,  New  Haven  06520 
Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs,  06268  486-2273 

Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown,  06457  347-9411 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  So.  Conn.  St.  College, 

386  Sherman  Ave.,  New  Haven  0651 1  865-2802 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  at  Conn.  College  442-7458 
P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Gay  Student  Ctr.  Yale.  Box  2031,  New  Haven  06520 
Lesbian/Gay  Student  Alliance  UConn 
W.  Hartford  06117  523-4841  x-267 

Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St.,  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Yalesbians,  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520 


486-4738 


249-0504 

481-3575 


646-4900 


486-4738 


347-9411 

436-2488 


542-0144 

876-5310 

491-6930 

262-2480 

266-7778 

542-4494 

338-8447 

338-9852 

482-9040 

266-2986 

3389066 

338-7547 

864-4130 

536-0206 

338-7254 

3389089 


Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 
Families  of  Gay  Persons 
Gay  Help  Line 

Box  5671,  Weybosset  Hill  Sta.  02903 
Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I., 

Box  6563,  Providence  02940 
Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA 
Counseling  &  Consulting 
161  Prospect  Hill,  Newport  02840 


751-3322,272-9247 

7280050 

751-3322 

8pm-midnight 

7289269 

7286023 

331-2047 

847-7229 


Gay  Women  of  Brown,  c/o  Sarah  Doyle  Women's  Center, 
186  Meeting  St.,  Providence,  02912  863-2189 

Women's  Growth  Ctr., 

97  Knowles  St.,  Pawtucket  02860  7286023 

Brown/RISD  Gay  Students,  Box  49,  Brown  U., 

Providence  02912  8683062 

Brown  U.  Lesbian/Gay  Alumnae/i  Assoc., 

GCN  Box  5,  22  Bromfield, 

Boston  02108  720-1870,661-7223 

Dignity/Providence,  Box  2231 ,  Pawtucket  02861  941-7235 

MCC/Providence,  5  Junction  St.,  Providence  272-9247 
MCC  Special  Ministry  (terminally  ill,  aged  and 
handicapped),  Rev.  George  McDermott  272-9247 

New  Hampshire(603)i 


224-6931 


POLITICAL/LEGAL; 


Paul  882-7746 
485-3144 


Joe  224-6931 
485-5612 


Gay  NH  Infoline,  8am-8pm,  Concord 
Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061 

NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
Box  521,  Concord  03301 
NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301; 

224-3785,  889-1416, 

746-3339;  (crisis)  483-2592. 

Greater  Nashua  Area  NH  Lambda, 

Box  3541,  Nashua  03061 
Speakers  Bureau,  Box  521,  Concord  03301 
Concord  Men's  Group 
67  Thorndike  St.,  Concord  03301 
Suncook  Gay  Prisoner  Project 
Gemini,  Keene  Support  Group, 

Box  461,  W.  Swanzey,  03469 
Laconia  Men’s  Group,  Box  782,  Laconia  03246 
Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  1394  Portsmouth  03801 
Full  Circle,  monthly  calender  of  women's  events, 

Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Iris,  a  women's  club.  40  Pleasant  St.,  Portsmouth  03801 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  47,  Penacook 
Campus  Gay  Awareness,  Mem.  U,  UNH  Durham  03824 
Dartmouth  Gay  Students'  Assoc 
Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 
Information  Outlet  1-800-852-3311 

Keene  Klondykes,  Box  261, 

Gilsum  03448  827-3766;  847-9589 

Vermont  (802)i 

Andrews  Inn,  Bellows  Falls 
Central  Vermont  Gay  Men,  CVGM, 

Box  42,  Barre  05819 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  of  VT 
Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  Vt,  Burlington  05401 
Gay  People  at  Middlebury 

Box  D56,  Middlebury  College,  05753 
League  of  Gays  (LOGS), 

Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury,  VT  05819 
Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men  387-GAYS  or  (603) 

Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men's 
Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Brattleboro  05301 
Southern  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St„  Rutland,  05701 
Women’s  Center,  P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401 
Integrity,  Box  126,  Burlington  05402 


862-4296 


626-3618 

756-4226 


775-1946 

863- 1236 

864- 7198 


Maine  (2071 


RELIGIOUS 

Dignity/Fairfield  County, 

P.O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta.  Norwalk,  06850 
Dignity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72,  Hartford  06141  233-8325 

Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  285,  West  Haven  06516 
Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103  522-2646 

Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507  787-1518 

MCC/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101  522-5575 

MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505  777-9808 

MEDICAUCOUNSELING 

Gay  AA  (Danbury)  748-5341 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

Box  2031 ,  Yale  St.,  New  Haven,  06520  436-8354 

Moonseed  (counseling)  727-0379 

Rhode  Island  (401— 


women; 


Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 

29  W  21st  St.  924-2970 

Comm,  for  Soc.  Change  of  Nat.  Gay  Health  Coalition 
c/oVachon,  135  Greene  St.  10012  473-5731 

Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  988-3012 
Gay  Lawyers  &  Law  Students’  Group 

Postal  Address:  Law  Group  P.O.  Box  1899 
Grand  Central  Station  1001 7  628-8532 

Gay  Teachers  Assoc.  Box  435,  Van  Brunt  Sta. 

Brooklyn  1 1215  255-5969,499-1060 

GREAT  (Gay  Racially  Equal  and  Together) 

Men  of  Gotham,  Box  834,  Brooklyn,  11202 
Lambda  Legal  Defense,  132  W.  43rd,  10036 
Lavender  Left  Network 
,  Box  512,  Village  Sta.  10014 
National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists. 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force.  80_Fif th^  Ave..  Rm  1601 

RELIGIOUS! 


944-9488 

533-4907 


741-5800 


242-6616 

929-9498 


869-3050 

688-0628 


989-6653 


596-3839 


AWA  (Male),  Box  746,  Old  Orchard  Beach  04064 
Bates  Gay/Straight  Alliance,  Health  Ctr. 

Bates  College,  Lewiston  04240 
Bowdoin  College  Gay/Straight  Alliance, 

Brunswick  04011 
Center  for  Being,  Box  45-A 

So.  Harpswell  04079  833-6195 

Dignity/Maine,  Box  7021,  Lewiston  04240 
Down  East  Gay  Alliance,  Box  O,  Ellsworth  04605 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance 

92  Bedford  St.,  Portland  04103  780-4085 

Interweave:  Unit./Univ.  Gay/Lesbian 

Community,  Box  215,  Augusta  04330  773-2121 

MCC  Portland,  Box  583 
Westbrook  04092 
Nat.  Org.  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
Box  1117,  Caribou  04736 

Northern  Lambda  Nord,  P.O.  Box  990,  Caribou  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast  04915 
Portland  Women's  Community 
c/o  D.  Elze,  15  Deering  Ave.,  Portland  04101 
Unitarian-Universalist  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 
561D  Brighton  Ave,  Portland  04102  773-2121 

Wilde-Stein  Club,  c/o  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 

Parents  &  Friends  of  Gays  563-5856 

New  Jersey  (201* 

Gay  Youth,  Box  188,  Howell  07731 

Lesbians  of  Color  c/o  Brooks,  Box  M  564  Hoboken  07030 
Gay  Activist  Alliance  of  Hudson  County, 

Box  68,  Uptown  Hoboken  07030 
Dignity/Jersey  Shore,  Box  824,  Asbury  Park  07712  842-0837 
Dignity/Metropolitan,  Box  337,  Irvington  07111  755-9053 

Presby.  for  Gay/Lesbian  Concerns  735-9714 

Gay  Activist  Alliance/Morris  County 

Box  1 37  Convent  Sta.  07691  762-6217 

Gay  Activists  Alliance  of  New  Jersey 

Box  1 734,  South  Hackensack  07601  692-1 794 

Gay  People  Princeton,  Box  2303,  Princeton  08540 
Integrity-Central  NJ 

Box  1432,  New  Brunswick  08903  753-0618 

Jacobin  Press,  Box  8011,  Jersey  City  07308 
Lambda  Alliance,  Box  223,  Eatontown  07724  229-7949 

Lavender  Express  (Publications),  c/o  Pat  Freeman, 

Box  218,  Kearny  07032 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  4042, 

Allwood  St.,  Clifton  07012 
National  Committee  for  Sexual  Civil  Liberties 
18  Ober  Rd.,  Princeton  08540 
Organization  for  Gay  Awareness 
Box  1291,  Montclair  07042 
Rutgers  Gay  Alliance,  Student  Ctr.,  Box  91, 

College  Ave.  New  Brunswick  08903 
United  Sister,  Box  41,  Garwood  07027 

New  York  City  (212MI 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Ass'n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

110  E.  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010 
Black  and  White  Men  Together/NY 
Box  148,  Ansonia  Sta.,  NYC  10023 
Chelsea  Gay  Association 

164  W  21st  St.  #1979,  10011 
Christopher  St.  Lib.  Day  Comm. 

1 47  W.  42nd,  Rm  603  1 0036 
Citizens’  Party  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Caucus 

851-1873, 866-6651 

FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids 
Gay  Atheists  League  of  America 
P.O.  Box  248,  Village  Sta  NYC  10014 
Gay  History  Archive,  Box  2,  Village,  10014 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 

Gay  Male  S/M  Activists,  132  W.  24th  St.,  1001 1 
Gay  Switchboard 

Gayellow  Pages,  P.O.Box  292,  Village  Sta.  10014 
Girth  and  Mirth  Club 
NYC  Union  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
c/o  Tan  Box  24,  Brooklyn  11201 
North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc.  (NAMBLA) 

Box  174,  NYC  10018 
Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St. 

Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  Environment 
208  W.  13th  St. 

Upper  West  Side  Lesbian  &  Gay  Assoc. 

165  W.  86th  St.,  10024 
West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

Greenwich  House,  27  Barrow  St. 


Gay  &  Lesbian  Interreligious  Coalition 
c/o  Strickler,  31  Bethane  NYC  10014 
Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St.,  10004 
Congregation  Beth  Simchat  Torah, 

155  Bank  St.  10014 
Dignity/Gay  and  Lesbian  Catholics, 

Box  1554,  FDR  Sta.  10150 
Evangelicals  Concerned 
Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549, 10001 
Lutherans  Concerned,  c/o  McQueen 
277  W.  10th  St.  9F.  10014 
MGC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St.,  10011 
Presby.  for  Les/Gay  Concerns 

MEDIA/ENTERTAIN  ME  NT! 

Gay  Theatre  Alliance 
Box  294,  10014 

NYC  News,  Box  2171-G.C.C.  10163 
NY  Native,  250  W.  57th,  #417,  10107 
WBAI  Gay  Rap 

STUDENTjp 

Gay  People  at  Columbia 
Earl  Hall,  Rm  304  10027 
New  York  U.  Gay  People's  Union 
Loeb  Student  Ctr,  Rm  810 

medical/counseling; 

Gay  Men's  Health  Project 
74  Grove  St.  Rm  2RW,  10014 
Gay  Nurses  Alliance 
44  St.  Marks  PI.  10003 
Homosexual  Community  Counseling  Ctr. 

Identity  House 
Institute  For  Human  Identity 
National  Gay  Health  Coalition 
c/o  Vachon,  135  Greene  St.  (2nd)  NYC  10012 
Nat.  Gay  Health  Ed.  Found 

Box  834,  Linden  Hill,  NYC  11354 

New  York  State 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Alternatives  Corner  (516)483-2050 

374  Woodfield  Rd.  W.  Hemstead,  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 

332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)  462-6138 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56.  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  11968 
Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  14614 
Gay  Concerns  Committee. 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington  11743 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  22740.  Albany  12222 
Gay  Helpline,  (Fri-Sun,  7:30-10  p.m.)  (607)  797-3453 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 

Syracuse  13202  (315)  475-6857 

Gertrude  Stein  Book  Collective, 

262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  (518)  465-9246 

Middle  Earth  Switchboard 

(gay  peer  counseling)  (516)  826-0600 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 


280-5113 

598-7056 


691-6969 


688-0628 

243-8181 

799-9432 

473-5713 


(516)  324-2468 
(716)  244-8640 
or  244-9030 


Parents  of  Gays/L.l,  c/o  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington,  11746 
Parents  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

Box  131.  Albany  12201 


WOMEN 


_ ! 


(516)  427-3683 
793-5198 

(518)  462-6138 


(516)  791-5565 
Binghamton 

(716)244-9030 
(607)  722-3629 

. mm 


998-1023 


746-6196 


932-7886 


Bisexual/Gay  Women  s  Action  Line 
Herizon  —  A  Woman’s  Space,  77  State  St. 

Lesbian  Resource  Center, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Lesbian  Switchboard  (Mon,  7-9  p.m.) 

menF1^™™™1 

Rochester  Gay  Men's  Gathering 
713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Westchester  Gay  Men’s  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St.,  White  Plains,  10601 
Gay  Hotline  (8-1 1pm) 

RELIGIOUS 

(Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus), 

34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054  (518)439-9451 

Dignity/Integrity/Rochester,  42  Tyler  House, 

17  So.  Fitzhugh  St.,  Rochester  14614  (716)232-6521 

Dignity/U„  P.O.  621 P,  Bayshore  11706 
Presby.  for  Les/Gay  Concerns  (716)  442-5117 

STUDENT/YOUTH: 


(914)  948-4922 


777-7697 


691-7950 

947-0949 


989-6653 


595-1445 

473-5884 


777-1800 

744-2785 

734-7748 


255-8097 

741-2247 


242-4140 


(516)549-1619 

(607)  256-6482 

(716)  244-8640 

(716)275-6181 

(516)420-2134 

(716)636-3063 

(516)246-7943 


All  The  Queens  Women,  Box  271,  Sta.  A. 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Gay  Women's  Alternative,  4  W.  76th  St.  10023  532-8669 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives,  P.O.  Box  1258,  10001 
Lesbian  Switchboard.  243  W.  20th  St.  10010  741-2610 


Extended  Family  for  Gay  Youth 
989  Park  Ave.  Huntington,  11743 
Gay  People  at  Cornell 

528  Willard  Straight,  Ithaca  14853 
Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester 
Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 
Commons,  Rochester  14607 
Gay  Men  and  Women  at  Farmingdale 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance  SUNY  Buffalo 
111  Talbert  Hall  14260 
Gay  Student  Union,  c/o  Polity 
SUNY  Stony  Brook  11794 
Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  Box  2000,  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance,  SUNY,  Binghamton,  13901 
Lambda  Univ.,  Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)  462-6138 

Teen  Gays  of  New  York 

385  W.  Onondaga  St.  Syracuse  13202  (315)  475-6857 

Vassar  College  Gay  Alliance  Box  271 
Poughkeepsie,  NY  12601 

media! 

Empty  Closet  Collective,  713  Monroe  Ave. 

Rochester  14607  (716)  271-6750 

Gay  Spirit  (WUSB,  90.1  FM)  Tues.  6-7  p.m.  246-7901 

Northeast  ALIVE,  262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  465-0423 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
c/o  Looking  Left,  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 

PLEASE  UPDATE  YOUR  LISTINGS  AS 
SOON  AS  POSSIBLE  BY  WRITING:  QGG, 
c/o  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 

GCN  OFFERS  THIS  GUIDE  AS  A  SERV¬ 
ICE  TO  THE  COMMUNITY.  WHENEVER 
POSSIBLE  ORGANIZATIONS  LISTED 
SHOULD  FEEL  FREE  TO  SUPPORT  THIS 
LISTING  WITH  A  CONTRIBUTION 
(S10/YEAR;  MORE  IF  YOU  CAN,  LESS  IF 
YOU  CAN’T). 


Calendar 


■Boston,  MA  —  Front  Runners  Boston,  gayanei 
(lesbian  running  group.  Info:  825-0181. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  events  and  general  info  #s 
for  outdoors  events:  general  # s:  John 
275-1336  and  864-0823;  volleyball  Dee 
266-2147;  basketball  236-1914.. 


weekly  events 
Sunday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-in  center  for 
youth  22  and  under  from  2  to  5pm  at  St.  John 
the  Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St.  (Bea¬ 
con  Hill).  Info:  491-0242. 

Ctmbrldga,  MA  —  Merrymount  Music  Society: 
Monthly  Concert/Socials  for  lesbian  and  gay 
music  lovers.  Fourth  Sunday  of  month. 
Phillips  Brooks  House  (Harvard  Yard)  3pm. 
FREE!  Info:  742-7997,  23^4888  or  266-9423. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston's  Other  Voice.  Weekly 
discussions  of  problems  facing  the  les- 
blan/gay  community.  News,  Interviews,  calen¬ 
dar,  music.  10:30pm.  WROR,  98.5FM 

Boston, M A  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Second  Sundays.  2pm.  Info: 
(617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 

Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking.  Women’s 
programming  •  music,  Ideas  and  announce¬ 
ments.  Call  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events 
and  comments.  (WMBR,  88.1  FM)  1-4pm. 
Keene,  NH  —  Potlucks  and  other  fun  get- 
togethers  for  lesbians.  First  Suns.  (2pm)  and 
third  Tues  or  Wed  (6pm).  Info:  Keene  Klon- 
dykes,  Box  261,  Gilsum  NH  03448. 

Orono,  ME  —  Wilde-Stein  Club.  Social/sup¬ 
port  group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Informal, 
friendly  and  open  meetings.  Peabody  Lounge, 
3rd  fl,  Memorial  Union,  UMO.  7pm. 


coming  events 


Somerville,  MA  —  Anybody  interested  in 
being  part  of  an  all-wimmlns  softball  team, 
call  Ginny  or  Ann  at  324-9231,  or  Mary  at 
776-4595. 


Boston,  MA  —  Fathers  in  Transition,  a 
conservative  group  of  gay/bi  fathers,  meets 
every  Wed.  for  friendship  and  support.  Info: 
Gay  Fathers,  c/o  Box  6,  GCN,  22  Bromfleld, 
Boston  02108.  . 


may  10  mon 

Northampton,  MA  —  Charlie  Murphy,  gay 
singer/  songwriter,  will  perform  at  the 
Unitarian  Society,  220  Main  St.  8pm.  Tickets 
$5.  Info:  584-2998. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian/Gay  Task  Force,  a 
group  working  to  build  a  powerful  lesbian  and 
gay  presence  in  disarmament  efforts  and  to 
promote  discussion  of  the  connections  be¬ 
tween  the  militaristic  arms  buildup  and  homo¬ 
phobia,  sexism  and  racism,  will  be  meeting  to 
discuss  plans  for  the  June  12  March  at  the  UN 
Special  Session  on  Disarmament.  New  mem-‘ 
bers  very  welcome!  Dignity  Office,  4th  floor, 
Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston  St.  7:30pm. 
Info:  661-0974. 

Yes,  there  will  be  lesbian/gay  buses  to  the 
June  12  Disarmament  March  at  the  UN. 
Round-trip  from  Boston,  leaving  6:30am  and 
returning  around  midnight  must  be  purchased 
very  soon  to  reserve  space.  To  order  tickets 
call  Nancy  497-6754  and  specify  the 
lesbian/gay  bus. 

The  deadline 


Framlngham/Mllford/Franklln,  MA  —  Trl- 

county  Assoc.  Gay  social  club.  All  ages 
welcome.  Info:  528-6544. 

Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  Call  Joe  at  263-9607.  All 
are  invited- 

Concord,  NH  —  Concord  Area  gay  Youth, 
support  group  for  youth  16-22,  rap  session 
and  social  time.  Carpools  &  counseling 
available.  Info:  Scott  or  Joe  224-6931. 
Concord,  NH  —  Concord  Men’s  Group 
Newsletter  staff  and  Gay  Prisoner  Suppor 
Project.  Sunday  Brunch.  12:30-2:30.  67  Thorn 
dike  St.  Info:  Joe  224-6931 
Central  VT  —  Central  Vermont  Gay  Men 
(CVGM)  meets  first  Sun.  of  the  month  for 
socializing,  business  and  a  meal.  Info:  Box  42, 
Barre.  05641. 

Northern  Vt/NH-League  of  Gays  (LOGS)  meets 
third  Sun.  Into:  (802)  626-36 18  or  write:  Box 
703,  St.  Johnsbury,  VT  05819 
Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  social  group  alter 
native  to  the  bars  on  Cape  Cod,  meets  second 
Sundays.  Info:  Box  1614,  Orleans,  MA  02653. 


monday 


Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Nashua  Area  Gays  meeting. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul  882-7746  or  write:  Nashua  Area 
Gays,  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 


tuesday 


Boston,  MA  —  The  Cauldron  Experimental 
Theater  Collective  meets  every  other  Tuesday 
at  7:20  for  scheduling,  grant-writing  and 
support.  For  more  info  call  542-8575  (and 
leave  message  if  no  one  Is  there). 
Brattleboro.VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men's  Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 
Restaurant.  25  Elliot  St.  7'3hnm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  BiMtls.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq.) 
8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633. 
Pltsfleld,  MA  —  Berkshire  County  Gay 
Coalition  meets  2nd  and  4th  Tues.  Info:  (413) 
442-7772. 

Hartford,  Cr  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  HIM  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691* 

Wednesday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY):  New  person’s  meet¬ 
ing  6-7pm;  General  meeting  and  group  discus¬ 
sion  7-9pm.  Youth  22  and  under.  St.  John  the 
Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St.  (Beacon 
Hilll  Info:  491-0242. 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  ano 
,treatmbnt  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Havlland 
jSt.  (near  Auditorium  stop).  267-7573. 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus 
meets  every  Wed.  8:45-9pm.  Community 
Music  Ctr,  48  Warren  Ave.  (So.End)  Info: 
625-3247. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Greater  Nashua  Area  of  NH 
Lambda  sponsors  speakers  and/or  raps  on  the 
second  Wed.  and  4th  Thurs.  of  each  month. 
7pm.  Business  meetings  on  first  Sats.  5pm. 
Info:  (603)  889-1416. 

Bridgewater,  MA  —  South  Shore  Gay  and  Les- 
'bian  Alliance  meets  Weds.  Info:  586-1503. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Lesbian  AA  meeting.  Hill  Ctr., 
350  Farmington  Ave.  8pm.  Info:  (203)  232-9737 
or  742-8203. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  "coming  out” 
group,  new  weekly  open  rap  group,  is  now 
meeting  at  Cambridge  Women's  Center,  46' 
Pleasant  St.  (Central  Sq.)  8-10pm.  Info: 

354-8807 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Billtis.  35+) 
women’s  discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Second  Wed.  and  last  Fri.  of  each 
month. 

'Hyannls,MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meets 
(first  Wi§  of  every  month.  7:30pm.  New 
Imembers  welcome.  Orientation,  social 
meetings.  Warren  Women’s  Center,  298  Main 
St.  Info:  771-6739. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679* 

Augusta,  ME  —  Gay/Lesbian  AA  (Alcoholics 
Anonymous)  meeting.  All  Souls  Unitarian 
Church,  11  King  St.  8  pm.  Open  to  all. 

Lynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Lynn  Community  Health  Center,  86 
.Lafayette  Park.  7pm.  Info:  599-5928 
Providence,  HI  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 

Hampden  County, MA  —  Social/Support 
.Group  for  Lesbians.  8pm.  lr.fo:Debble 
532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959. 


Worcester,  MA  —  "Straight  Talk  About  Gays”, 
a  free  form  radio  show  with  news,  announce¬ 
ments,  music,  poetry,  in-depth  Interviews  and 
raps.  8:15pm.  WCUW,  91.3FM. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807 
'Boston,  MA  —  The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Focus  of 
PAM  (People’s  Antiwar  Mobilization)  meets 
every  Thurday  from  7-9pm  at  the  PAM  office  In, 
ithp  Freedom  Center,  355  Boylston  St( 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Mass.  Gay  Political 
Caucus  meets  on  the  first  and  third  Thursdays 1 
at  7:30pm.  755  Boylston  St.  Rm.  215.  New 
members  welcome.  Info:  471-8404. 

New  London,  CT  -  Lesbian  and  Gay 
community  at  Connecticut  College  weekly 
meeting.  Discussion,  planning  and  outreach 
9pm.  Fanning  Hall  Rm  412.  INto:  442-7458. 


friday 


Boston,  NfA  -  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
ALWAYS  NEEDS  HELP  SENDING  OUT  THE 
PAPER  ON  FRIDAY  EVENINGS.  COME  BY 
FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  ANY  TIME  AFTER  6  AND 
LEND  A  HAND.  REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD 
TIMES!  EVERY  BODY  WELL  COME!  22 
BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST.  T  STOP). 
INFO:  426-4469.  THANKS! 

Hartford,  CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-ln, 
center  for  lesbian  and  gay  teenagers.  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center,  350  Farmington  Ave. 
(upstairs).  Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  Sex¬ 
ual  Minorities. 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Weekly  meetings  of 
Lesbians  United.  Info:  Women’s  Services  cen¬ 
ter,  499-2425. 

Concord,  NH  —  Concord’s  Men's  Group 
meets  Fridays  at  7:30pm  for  coffee  and  dis¬ 
cussion.  67  Thorndike  St.  Info:  Joe  224-6931. 


Saturday 


thursday 


Providence,  fl/  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Youth  meets  every  Sat.  from  1-5pm  for 
youth  14-21  years  of  age.  Info:  MCC  272-9247 
or  Gay  Help  Line  751-3322  (eves). 


BOSTON,  MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWL 
(THAT’S  US  FOLKS!).  COME  HELP  PROOF¬ 
READ.  BEGINS  6-ISH.  REFRESHMENTS  AND 
GOOD  TIMES.  22  BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR 
PARK  ST.  T)  INFO:  426-4469. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay 
History  Project.  7:30pm.  lnfo:424-1993. 

Somerville,  MA  —  TV/TS  Peer  Support  Group 
meets  at  tne  Gender  Clinic.  7:15-9:15.  Info: 
Martha  666-8280. 

iNorthampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
IPeople's  Alliance  is  now  forming.  Meetings 
on  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian 
(Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413) 
086-5979. 
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11  tues 


Salem,  MA  —  Merrymount  Music  Society  will 
perform  for  North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance.  7:30pm.  Grace  Episcopal  Church, 
385  Essex  St.  Free. 

12  wed 

Nashua,  NH  —  Greater  Nashua  Area  of  NH 
Lambda,  a  lesbian  organization.  “Children  ol 
lesbians  speak  out”.  (Any  children  wishing  tc 
participate  in  this  rap  are  welcome.)  7pm.  Info. 
889-1416. 

Boston,  MA  —  "Coming  out:  What's  it  like  for 
gay  people,  their  families  and  friends?" 
Speaker  and  discussion.  7:30pm.  Hill  House, 
74  Joy  St.  Info:  Juie  227-5838. 

13  thurs 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  volunteer  proofreading. 
See  thursdays  above  for  details. 

Boston,  MA  —  Older  Women's  Group,  lesbian 
and  straight,  late  30s  and  40s,  meets  every 
other  Thurs.  eve  to  share  feelings  about 
midlife,  aging,  etc.  New  members  welcome. 
Info:  Kate  353-2640. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Anne  Caputi,  music 
to  change  our  lives.  355  Boylston  St.  (at 
Arlington).  Doors  open  at  7:30pm  and  close  at 
8  for  the  performance.  $3.  Everybody 
•welcome. 


Concord,  NH  —  “Being  gay  in  prison:  the  Sun- 
cook  Project",  a  discussion  group,  a 
discussion  at  the  weekly  meeting  of  Concord 
Men's  Group.  Info:  224-6931  or  485-5612. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Folkdancing.  Phillips  Brooks  house  (Harvard 
Yard).  7-9:30pm.  Beginners  very  welcome. 
Info:  661-7223. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Cape  Cod 
spring  weekend.  Info:  Bob  (617)  828-8308  or 
John  245-4674. 

Portland,  ME  —  Interweave,  the  Unitarian  Uni- 
versalist  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community,  will 
meet  at  183  Main  St.,  Gorham.  7pm 
Everybody  welcome. 

Providence,  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  Task 
Force  presents  Charlie  Murphy  in  concert  at 
the  Loft  (Rt.  5  and  104  Farnum  Pike  in 
Smithfield)  9pm.  $5.  Info:  (401)272-9247. 


Francestown,  NH  —  Moody  Garden  Owl 
Collective.  All  women's  dance/dinner  at 
Crotched  Mt.  West  Lodge.  Dinner  5-6pm, 
dance  with  two  women's  bands.  *8- W0™®1] 
all  ages  welcome.  Info:  (617)926-5607/987-1 153 
or  (603)889-1416. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Herbs  (Info: 
Scott  776-4653);  also,  Beginning  runners 
workshop  (Info:  Allen  825-0181). 


16  sun 


15  sat 


Boston,  MA  —  The  10$  Movie  Company 
performs  at  the  Cauldron  Experimental 
Theater,  22  Randolph  St.  (near  Dover  T  stop, 
off  Harrison).  Showing  films  and  sharing  info 
on  filmmaking.  $3-4  donation.  8pm.  All  women 
welcome. 

BOSTON,  MA  —  MASS.  SOLIDARITY  COALI¬ 
TION  IS  SPONSORING  A  RALLY  AND 
MARCH  AGAINST  REAGANOMICS— FOR 
JOBS,  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  RITHS,  PEACE 

.  AND  SOCIAL  JUSTICE.  JOIN  THE  LESBIAN 

BOSTON,  MA  -  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  GAY  ME/y’S  CONTINGENT!  (MEETING 

VOLUNTEER  NIGHT  FOR  SENDING  OUT  THE  ®£f-  £P.?L*Y  SQUARE  STEPS  AT  NOON) 
PAPER  TO  SUBSCRIBERS.  SEE  FRIDAYS  '  BANNERS!  FOR  MORE  INFO  ABOUT 

ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS.  ITS  A  BLAST!  JO' NING  THE  MASS.  SOLIDARITY  COALI 

T ION  CALL  35 4-0008.  IT’S  TIME  TO  MOVEII 


14  fri 


Portsmouth,  NH  —  Iris  Coffeehouse  presents 
Judy  Sloan,  actress/comedian  and  Alison 
Farrell  singer/  guitarist.  4pm.  40  Pleasant  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Front  Runners/Boston. 
High  noon  fun  races.  2.5  and  5  miles.  50‘  fee. 
Prizes!  12  noon  Fresh  Pond.  Info:  Allen 
825-0181. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Full-tilt 
birding  (Info:  Peter  623-5368);  also,  Cape  Cod 
Rail  Trail  Bike  trip  (Info:  Matthew  398-8258  or 
Vince  255-1081). 

17  mon 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Parents  and  Company, 
sponsored  by  Daughters  of  Bllitis,  meets 
every  3rd  Monday  of  the  month.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave. 
8pm.  All  women  invited. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian/Gay  Task  Force  for 
the  June  12  March  at  the  UN  for  Disarmament. 
See  10  mon  above.  Be  there. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  chapter  of  Gay 
Olympic  Committee  will  meet  8pm  to  organize 
Boston  participation  in  Aug.  Gay  Olympics  in 
San  Francisco.  Athletes  and  organizers 


invited.  Info:  Tonv  236-1914  or  Jay  262-4896. 

for  Calendar  items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


